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The Costa del Sol

11

The mild winter climate and almost-
guaranteed summer sunshine make this
stretch of Mediterranean shoreline, known
as the Costa del Sol—Coast of the Sun,
a year-round destination. From the har-
bor city of Algeciras, it stretches east to
the port city of Almería. Sandwiched in
between is a steep, rugged coastline set
against the Sierra Nevada. You’ll find
poor to fair beaches, sandy coves, white-
washed houses, olive trees, lots of new
apartment houses, fishing boats, golf
courses, souvenir stands, fast-food outlets,
and a wide variety of visitors. 

This coastal strip, quite frankly, no
longer enjoys the chic reputation it had in
Franco’s day. It’s overbuilt and spoiled,
though you can still find posh sections
(including Puerto Banús, with its yacht-
clogged harbor).

Today, frankly, the coast is better for
golf than for beaches. The best resorts are
Los Monteros (& 95-277-17-00) in
Marbella, the leading course; Parador de
Málaga Golf (& 95-238-12-55) between
Málaga and Torremolinos; Hotel Atalaya

Park in Estepona (& 95-288-90-00);
and Golf Hotel Guadalmina in Marbella
(& 95-288-22-11). To learn more, pick
up a copy of the monthly magazine Costa
Golf at any newsstand. Many golfers pre-
fer to play a different course at every hotel.
Usually, if you notify your hotel reception
desk a day in advance, a staff member will
arrange a playing time.

Water-skiing and windsurfing are avail-
able in every resort, and all types of boats
can be rented from various kiosks at all
the main beaches. You don’t have to search
hard for these outfitters—chances are
they’ll find you.

From June to October the coast is
mobbed, so make your hotel reservations
in advance. And keep in mind that Octo-
ber 12 is a national holiday: Visitors
should make doubly sure of reservations
at this time. At other times innkeepers are
likely to roll out the red carpet.

Many restaurants close around Octo-
ber 15 for a much-needed vacation.
Remember, too, that many supermarkets
and other facilities are closed on Sunday.

1 Algeciras
679km (422 miles) S of Madrid, 132km (82 miles) W of Málaga

Not really a destination in and of itself, Algeciras is a refueling stop on the way to
Tangier in Morocco or to chicer oases like Marbella to the east. Algeciras is also a base
for day trips to Gibraltar (discussed later in this chapter). If you don’t have time to
visit “the Rock,” you can at least see it from Algeciras—it’s only 10km (6 miles) away.

Despite an intriguing history, there is very little of interest here. Lying near the
southern tip of Iberia, Algeciras was once the ancient Roman port of Portus Albo. In
713 it was refounded by the Moorish invaders. In 1344 Alfonso XI of Castile recap-
tured it in the name of the Christians, but it was destroyed once again by Mohammed
V of Granada in 1368.
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The Costa del Sol

Today little remains from all these conquerors, and in fact, Algeciras’s architecture
is some of the most undistinguished of any port its size along the Costa del Sol. Franco’s
dream was to turn the dreary port into a commercial hub that would dwarf Gibraltar’s
success. (Of course, his ultimate goal was to force Her Majesty’s Army out of Iberia.) He
set about building ugly concrete bunker-type architecture and ill-conceived high-rises
that remain to this day. And so do the British, who still house their troops on Gibraltar.

If you’re waiting for a boat and have time to spare, head for La Plaza Alta, the palm-
tree-studded square with a fountain in the center of town. Dating from 1807, the square
boasts two churches, Iglesia de Nuestra Señora de la Palma, constructed in 1723, and
the Capilla de Nuestra Señora de Europa, constructed some time in the 1700s as well.

Better yet, if you have even more time to spare, head for the nearest good beach.
The best one is Playa de Getares, lying 5km (3 miles) south of the port. It’s unattrac-
tively built up, but the sands are golden and stretch for some 3km (2 miles).

N
34

0
N

33
1

N
33

1

N
33

4
N

34
2

C
34

1

N
32

3

N
34

0

N
34

2

E9
02

C
34

4

C
33

9

Ri
o 

M
ál

ag
a 

B
ay

R
io

 d
e 

G
en

al

Sa
la

da
 

La
go

on
A

lm
ar

ge
n

M
e

d
i

t
e

r
r

a
n

e
a

n
 

S
e

a

Ri
o

G
ua

da
lfe

o
Ri

o de
Vélez

R
io

G
ra

nd
e

N
20

 m
i

20
 k

m

0 0

Fe
rr

y 
ro

u
te

M
o

u
n

ta
in

A
lg

ec
ir

as
Ta

ri
fa

Ta
ri

fa
A

lg
ec

ir
as

To
 T

an
g

ie
r

�

M
o

tr
il

Es
te

p
o

n
a

Pu
er

to
B

an
ú

s
Sa

n
 P

ed
ro

 d
e 

A
lc

án
ta

ra

Fu
en

g
ir

o
la

 &
 

M
ija

s
To

rr
em

o
lin

o
s

M
ál

ag
a

N
er

ja

G
ib

ra
lt

ar
 (

U
.K

.)

R
o

n
d

a

Sa
nt

i
Pe

tr
i

G
ra

za
le

m
a

To
rr

o
x

C
o

ín

Lo
ja

C
o

rt
es

 d
e

la
 F

ro
n

te
ra

A
rc

h
id

o
n

a

El
 T

or
ca

l

Lo
s 

B
o

lic
h

es

Sa
n

R
o

q
u

e

Ji
m

en
a 

d
e 

la
 F

ro
n

te
ra

A
d

ra

M
ar

b
el

la

C
o

lm
en

ar
A

lm
u

ñ
éc

ar

A
n

te
q

u
er

a

Pi
za

rr
a

C
ar

ra
tr

ac
a

G
ra

n
ad

a S
IE

R
R

A
N

E
V

A
D

A

SI
ER

R
A

D
E

A
LM

IJ
A

R
A

SIE
RRA

BE
RM

EJ
A

S
P

A
I

N
S

P
A

I
N

F
R

A
N

C
E

F
R

A
N

C
E

M
ad

rid
M

ad
rid

PORTUGAL

S
P

A
I

N

F
R

A
N

C
E

M
ad

rid

PORTUGAL

A
re

a 
of

 d
et

ai
l

15_100615 ch11.qxp  3/21/07  12:03 AM  Page 299



ESSENTIALS
GETTING THERE & DEPARTING The local RENFE office is at Calle Juan de
la Cierva (& 90-224-02-02; www.renfe.es). From Madrid, two trains daily make the
6- to 10-hour trip; the fare is 38€ to 56€ ($50–$73). From Málaga, you have to
transfer in Bobadillo; the fare is 20€ ($26). The trip takes 4 hours and 50 minutes
and runs along most of the Costa del Sol, including Marbella and Torremolinos.

Various independent bus companies serve Algeciras. Empresa Portillo, Calle San
Bernardo 1 (& 90-214-31-44; www.ctsa-portillo.com), 11⁄2 blocks to the right when
you exit the port complex, runs nearly 20 buses a day along the Costa del Sol to Alge-
ciras from Málaga. It also sends six buses a day to Córdoba (6 hr.) and two buses a day
to Granada (5 hr.). To make connections to or from Seville, use Line Sur, Calle San
Bernardo s/n (& 95-666-76-49; www.linesur.com). Eight buses a day go to Jerez de
la Frontera, and eleven to Seville. Transportes Generales Comes, Hotel Octavio,
Calle San Bernardo 1 (& 95-665-34-56; www.tgcomes.es), sells tickets to La Línea,
the border station for the approach to Gibraltar.

Most visitors in Algeciras plan to cross to Tangier, Morocco. Ferries leave every
hour on the hour daily from 6am to 10pm. A ticket costs 35€ ($46) per person. To
transport a car costs 100€ ($130). The trip takes 21⁄2 hours. An express service runs
four times a day from 6am to 6:30pm, costs 37€ ($48), and only takes 1 hour. Dis-
counts are available: 20% for Eurailpass holders, 20% for InterRail pass holders, and
50% for children 4 to 12. For more information, call & 95-658-75-17 or 90-219-50-
14; www.transmediterranea.es. There’s an inexpensive baggage storage depot at the
ferry terminal if you want to store your things.

Carretera de Cádiz (E-15/N-340) runs from Málaga west to Algeciras. If you’re
driving south from Seville (or Madrid), take highway N-IV to Cádiz and then con-
nect with the N-340/E-5 southwest to Algeciras.

VISITOR INFORMATION The tourist office at Juan de la Cierva (& 95-657-
26-36; www.andalusia.org) is open Monday to Friday from 9am to 8pm, Saturday
and Sunday from 10am to 2pm.

WHERE TO STAY
AC Algeciras There are a lot of seedy joints in Algeciras where you can lay
your head. This newly constructed hotel isn’t one of them. It’s the most modern and
up to date in town. In front of the Puerto Marítimo, it lies only 1km (1⁄2 miles) from
the city center. The rooms are severely modern, yet comfortable, and the hotel is well
maintained. Most of its guests are in Algeciras just to wait for the ferry to Tangier.
Accommodations are midsize to spacious, with large bathrooms with tub and shower,
and most of the rooms open onto views of Gibraltar. The decorator of this hotel was
in love with chocolate, which accounts for the color of the hotel’s decor.
Calle Hermanos Portilla s/n, 11204 Algeciras. & 95-663-50-60. Fax 95-663-30-61. 108 units. 85€–98€
($111–$127) double, 111€ ($144) suite. AE, DC, MC, V. Parking 9€ ($12). Amenities: Restaurant; fitness center; 24-
hr. room service; babysitting; laundry service; nonsmoking rooms; solarium; Turkish bath; units for those w/limited
mobility. In room: A/C, TV, minibar, hair dryer, safe, Wi-Fi.

Alborán One of the best nearby hotels is 4km (21⁄2 miles) outside Algeciras
along the N-340. A good beach is only a 2-minute walk from the grounds. Dating
from 1990, the hotel is attractive architecturally, built in the typical Andalusian style
with patios and Mozarabic motifs. Rooms are flooded with sunlight and comfortably

Finds

Value
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furnished, each with a modern tiled bathroom with tub and shower. Lots of plants and
flowers make for an inviting ambience.
Alamo, 11205 Algeciras. & 95-663-28-70. Fax 95-663-23-20. www.hotelesalboran.com. 79 units. 65€–100€
($85–$130) double; 106€–125€ ($138–$163) suite. AE, DC, MC, V. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; 24-hr. room service;
babysitting; laundry service/dry cleaning; nonsmoking rooms; solarium. In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer.

Don Manuel Because of its central location, the Don Manuel is ideal for
quick getaways if you have to catch an early boat. Built in 1992 in the style of a guest-
house or small inn, its bedrooms are small but comfortably and tastefully furnished,
with slightly cramped bathrooms that nonetheless have tub/shower combos. There’s
not much in the way of facilities or amenities, but at these prices, no one complains.
Segismundo Moret 4, 11201 Algeciras. & 95-663-46-06. Fax 95-663-47-16. 15 units. 45€–57€ ($59–$74) double.
AE, DC, MC, V. In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer (in some).

Hotel Al-Mar The government-rated three-star Al-Mar is one of the best choices
in town, with rooms renovated in 2005. It’s near the port, where the ferries leave for
Ceuta and Tangier. This large hotel boasts blue and white Sevillian and Moorish decor.
The midsize guest rooms are well maintained and furnished in an Andalusian style,
with good beds and bathrooms with tub/shower combos. A fourth-floor drawing
room provides a panoramic view of the Rock.

Value

A L G E C I R A S 301

Teeing Off: A Golden Triangle of Golf

Faced with more than 40 places to take a swing on the Costa del Sol, golfers
are often overwhelmed by the choice of courses, many of which are cham-
pionship venues. Here’s a trio of courses that rank among the greatest in
Europe—no apologies to Scotland.

• San Roque Club, Urbanización San Roque, Carretera A-7 Km 127,
Sotogrande-San Roque (& 95-661-30-30; www.sanroqueclub.com), was
created by two Englishmen, former Ryder Cup players Tony Jacklin and
Dave Thomas, on the grounds of the summer palace of the Domecq sherry
dynasty. The back 9 features two of the finest holes along the coast.

• Club de Golf Valderrama, Av. de los Cortijos s/n, Sotogrande-San Roque
(& 95-679-12-00; www.valderrama.com), is in our view número uno
among the golf courses of continental Europe. Golf World called it “dar-
ing, dramatic, demanding” and we agree. The course was first designed
by the grand old man himself, Robert Trent Jones, Sr. Steve Ballesteros
(the “Arnold Palmer of Spain”) designed the notorious 17th hole, which
Ryder Cup players describe as “one of the most strategically challenging
holes in the world.” Pines and cork trees keep this par-72 course wickedly
challenging.

• Real Club de Golf Sotogrande, Paseo del Parque, Sotogrande (& 95-678-
50-14; www.golfsotogrande.com), is a par-72 course also laid out originally
by Robert Trent Jones, Sr. Its 11th hole is buffeted by two prevailing winds
blowing in different directions. Many of the fairways are 40 to 50 yards
long, and the course is riddled with shimmering lakes evocative of Florida.
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Av. de la Marina 2–3, 11201 Algeciras. & 95-665-46-61. Fax 95-665-45-01. www.hotelalmar.com. 192 units.
74€–85€ ($96–$111) double; 77€–90€ ($100–$117) suite. Rates include buffet breakfast. AE, DC, MC, V. Parking
7.50€ ($9.75). Amenities: Restaurant; bar; laundry service/dry cleaning; rooms for those w/limited mobility. In room:
A/C, TV, dataport, safe.

Hotel Octavio Conveniently located in the center of town near the railway station,
the Octavio is our second choice after the Reina Cristina (and slightly more afford-
able). The good-size rooms are nicely furnished and well maintained, with excellent
beds and bathrooms with tub/shower combos.
San Bernardo 1, 11207 Algeciras. & 95-665-27-00. Fax 95-665-28-02. 77 units. 100€–125€ ($130–$163) double;
214€–267€ ($278–$347) suite. AE, DC, MC, V. Parking 15€ ($20). Amenities: Bar; laundry service. In room: A/C, TV,
dataport, minibar, hair dryer, safe, Wi-Fi.

Hotel Reina Cristina In its own park on the southern outskirts of the city (a
10-min. walk south of the rail and bus stations), this is the town’s leading hotel, having
hosted over the years everyone from Sir Winston Churchill to Franklin D. Roosevelt,
along with a lot of World War II spies. A Victorian building accented with turrets,
ornate railings, and a facade painted with pastels, the Reina Cristina offers a view of
the faraway Rock of Gibraltar. On the premises are a small English-language library
and a semitropical garden. The comfortable, high-ceilinged rooms have excellent fur-
nishings, including comfortable beds and bathrooms with tub/shower combos.
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Beaches: The Good, the Bad & the Nude

We’d like to report that the Costa del Sol is a paradise for swimmers and
sunbathers. Surprisingly, it isn’t, although it was the allure of beaches that
originally put the “sol” in the Costa del Sol in the 1950s.

The worst beaches—mainly pebbles and shingles—are at Nerja, Málaga,
and Almuñécar. Moving westward, you encounter the gritty, grayish sands
of Torremolinos. The best beaches here are at El Bajondillo and La Carihuela
(which borders an old fishing village). Another good stretch of beach is
along the meandering strip between Carvajal, Los Boliches, and Fuengirola.
In addition, two good beaches—El Fuerte and La Fontanilla—lie on either
side of Marbella. However, all these beaches tend to be overcrowded, espe-
cially in July and August. Crowding is worst on Sunday from May to Octo-
ber when beaches are overrun with family picnickers and sunbathers.

All public beaches in Spain are free, and you shouldn’t expect changing
facilities. There might be a cold shower available on the major beaches—
but that’s it.

Although it’s not sanctioned or technically allowed by the government,
many women go topless on the beaches. Nudity is common on some of the
less frequented beaches, although it is against the law. If you take off your
suit, you could be arrested by the civil guard. Many bathers flout the law
and go nude anyway, but it’s not advised. If you want to bare it all, head for
the Costa Natura, about 3km (2 miles) west of Estepona. This is the site of
the only official nudist colony along the Costa del Sol.

Tips
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Paseo de la Conferencia s/n, 11207 Algeciras. & 95-660-26-22. Fax 95-660-33-23. www.reinacristina.es. 188 units.
83€–107€ ($108–$139) double; 175€–259€ ($228–$337) suite. Rates include breakfast. AE, DC, MC, V. Free park-
ing. Amenities: 2 restaurants; 2 bars; 2 pools; tennis courts; sauna; room service; laundry service/dry cleaning. In
room: A/C, TV, hair dryer (in some), safe.

WHERE TO DINE
Because Algeciras is not known for its restaurants, many visitors dine at their hotels
instead of taking a chance at the dreary little spots along the waterfront.

Montes SPANISH/ANDALUSIAN This is no more than a little port-side eatery,
but it’s the most popular and the most serviceable joint in town. Throughout the after-
noon and deep into the night, the casual diner is filled with foreign travelers, most of
whom are either returning from or going to Morocco on one of the ferries. You can
fill up on nearly 30 varieties of freshly made tapas, most of them fish or vegetable
based. The fresh catch of the day is always featured on the menu, usually fried,
although it can be stewed. One of the chef ’s specialties is a filling paella studded with
shellfish. Among the meat dishes, the baby beef roast is the perennial favorite.
Calle Juan Morrison 27. & 95-665-42-07. Main courses 9.65€–30€ ($13–$39). MC, V. Daily noon–5pm and
7pm–midnight.

2 Gibraltar
20km (12 miles) E of Algeciras, 77km (48 miles) SW of Marbella

Where else would you find a town that is also a country? Gibraltar is only 5.8 sq. km
(21⁄4 sq. miles) in size, but it has its own airport, currency, postage stamps, naval and
military garrisons, two cathedrals, its own newspapers, radio, and TV—and a casino.
“The Rock” enjoys a pleasant climate and has a recorded history dating from A.D. 711
and traces of cave occupation 40,000 years ago.

The Rock of Gibraltar is a massive limestone rock rising out of the sea to a height
of 425m (1,396 ft.). It is often referred to as the Gateway to the Mediterranean and
was originally a Phoenician trading post called Calpe. In Greek mythology it was the
northern bastion of the Pillars of Hercules. Abyla (now Jebel Musa at Ceuta) was the
southern bastion. Hercules is said to have stood with a foot on each “pillar,” pushed
them apart, and formed a bridge across the straits. During Phoenician domination of
the Mediterranean, it was recorded that Calpe was the end of the world, the point
beyond which no trader should venture.

In 711, a Berber called Tariq ibn-Ziyad landed and named the Rock “Gibel Tarik”
(mountain of Tarik), from which the name of Gibraltar is derived. The Rock was cap-
tured from the Moors in 1309 by the marauding Guzman El Bueno and then recap-
tured by the Moors in 1333. In 1462 Spain seized and fortified the Rock against
further attack but, in 1704, during the Spanish War of Succession, a joint Anglo-
Dutch fleet, under the command of Prince George of Hesse Darnstadt, made a sur-
prise attack, capturing the fortress with little opposition.

The Spanish and the French have since made attempts to conquer the Rock by
siege, bombardment, tunneling, and, finally, with specially reinforced ships, upon
which the British rained red-hot cannon balls that set the ships afire.

There have been three treaties confirming Gibraltar as a British possession—
Utrecht, 1713; Seville, 1727; and Versailles, 1783. In two world wars, the Rock was
invaluable in keeping the Mediterranean open in spite of aerial bombardment. Its only
land frontier—referred to by many Gibraltarians as the Garlic Wall—was closed by
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the Spaniards in 1966, in an attempt to enforce Spanish sovereignty on the people.
The Spanish finally banned all trade to Gibraltar in 1969 in an attempt to bring fur-
ther pressure to bear. But the Gibraltarians, in a free vote, decided by 12,138 to 44 to
remain under British rule.

The Franco government closed the gate to Gibraltar, creating a blockade and caus-
ing much hardship for people on both sides of the frontier. The closure lasted from
1969 to 1985. Under King Juan Carlos, the frontier was reopened to visitors entering
from Spain. “Gib,” its nickname, is today a major offshore financial center.

Two languages are spoken here: English and Spanish. The community is made up
of Gibraltarians, Britons, Spaniards, and a few Italians and Indians. In recent years
Moroccans have taken over many of the jobs.

The town of Gibraltar lies on the west side of the Rock around the harbors. You
can visit the top attractions in 3 to 4 hours. Most visitors, however, allot a full day.

ESSENTIALS
GETTING THERE If you’re driving to Gibraltar, you arrive first in the Spanish town
of La Línea. From the western part of the Costa del Sol, take the N-340 east toward
La Línea, turning south at the signpost into town. If you are in the eastern Costa del
Sol—say Estepona or Marbella—follow N-340 southwest to the turnoff for La Línea.
Park your car and proceed through Customs, crossing the border into Gibraltar.

Warning: If you decide to take your rented car into Gibraltar, expect long delays at
the border. Spain, as if by deliberate policy, doesn’t make the border crossing into
Gibraltar easy.

There are no buses that take you right into Gibraltar from the Costa del Sol. How-
ever, all the major towns on the coast are linked to La Línea, the Spanish border town.
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Cultural Conflicts in a British Colony

Gibraltar is a disconcerting and sometimes uncomfortable place. It’s not
quite British, but neither is it Spanish. Gibraltar is actually a self-governing
British colony, even though Spain continues its relentless push to take over
the country.

Cultural conflicts are an ongoing embarrassment, and the presence of
such a strong British military presence is a direct and sometimes insulting
reminder of humiliations endured by Napoleonic Spain in regimes past. Ref-
erences to Lord Nelson and British colonialism are evident almost every-
where you look, and somehow the allure of Merrie Olde England rings
hollow in the blazing south Iberian sun. And there’s just a whiff of British-
derived hooliganism in some of the earthier pubs.

If for some reason you’re nostalgic for the heady days of Queen Victoria
and the British Empire, rest assured that you’ll find more fish-and-chips plat-
ters and more pints of bitter per capita than anywhere else along the
Mediterranean.

To many visitors, Gibraltar is a tourist trap. One British expat who lives in
Marbella told us, “I cross the border for the day just to stock up on duty-
free tobacco and liquor. Then before the sun sets, I’m back in Spain.”
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FAST FACTS: Gibraltar

Area Code When calling Gibraltar from Spain, the area code is 9567. But when
calling from another country, such as the U.K., the code is 350.

Bookshop & Newspapers The Gibraltar Bookshop, 300 Main St. (& 350-718-
94), is the biggest and best stocked in the colony, with many different English
newspapers and the most complete section of books about Gibraltar on display
anywhere.

Currency Euros are accepted in most of the shops, but expect a bad exchange
rate. In lieu of euros, you can use British pounds or the Rock’s own sterling 
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The most frequent run is from Algeciras and takes 40 minutes. Departures are daily
every half-hour from 7am to 10:30pm; a one-way fare costs 2€ ($2.60).

You can also fly directly from London to Gibraltar (with no touchdown in Spain)
on British Airways (& 350-793-00). The flight takes 21⁄2 hours from London, and
there are two planes per day. Flights cost from £170 to £235 ($323–$447) one-way.
For more information, call the Gibraltar Airport at & 350-730-26.

Whether you arrive by car or bus, once you clear Spanish customs and then Gibral-
tar customs, bus no. 9 or 10 will take you into the center of town or to the base of the
funicular station, where you’ll be taken “upstairs” to see the major attractions of the
“rock nation,” all of which tower over Gibraltar (see below). For bus information and
schedules, call Empressa Portillo, Calle San Bernardo 1 (& 90-214-31-44; www.
ctsa-portillo.com) in Algeciras. A one-way trip costs 1€ ($1.30).

If you’re walking, go left onto Avenue Winston Churchill when the road forks with
Corral Lane.

GETTING AROUND Since driving is difficult, you can explore Gibraltar on foot,
by cable car, by bus, or by inexpensive taxi tour. Bus nos. 9 or 10, which are caught
at the border, are used mainly for getting from one point to another in Gibraltar. Once
you’ve reached either the town or the top of the cable-car station, you can explore on
foot. If you plan to use the buses frequently, you can purchase an unlimited day pass
right on the bus for 2€ ($2.60).

The most convenient way to explore the Rock is in a taxi operated by Gibraltar
Taxi Association (& 350-700-27 or 350-700-52; www.gibtaxi.com). The drivers
know the terrain well and can easily navigate the twisting, narrow streets. For only £7
($13), they’ll take you to all the major attractions. With a minimum of four partici-
pants, these tours last about 11⁄2 hours. Of course, if you want to see everything, more
extensive tours can be arranged. Your group can either select the so-called “Official
Rock Tour” or create your own tour based on our recommendations below.

You can catch a taxi at the stands at the Gibraltar/La Línea frontier or in the cen-
ter of town at such points as Cathedral Square, Coach Park, Casemates, and
Piazza–Town Centre.

VISITOR INFORMATION For tourist information, go to the Duke of Kent
House, Cathedral Square (& 350-749-50), where you’ll encounter the most unhelp-
ful staff on the Iberian peninsula. Hours are Monday to Friday from 9am to 5:30pm.
There’s a small information booth at the Spanish border that’s open daily from 7am
to 10pm.
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government notes. Since euros and British pounds are used almost inter-
changeably, many establishments list prices in either currency.

Dentists If you have a dental emergency, contact the Dental Care Center, 216
Main St. (& 350-788-44).

Emergencies For an ambulance or in case of fire, dial & 190; for a police emer-
gency, dial & 112 or 199.

Internet Access The PC Clinic, 17 Convent Place (& 350-499-91; www.pc-clinic-
gib.com), about a block uphill from Main Street, charges £3 ($5.40) per hour.

Hospital For medical services, including emergencies, go to St. Bernard’s Hos-
pital on Hospital Hill (& 350-797-00).

Pharmacy Calpe Pharmacy, 232 Main St. (& 350-772-31), is one of the most vis-
ible in the colony. If you happen to have an emergency, the owner publishes his
home phone (& 350-785-07) for after-hours assistance, and also posts the
address and phone of other pharmacies with different opening hours.

Post Office The Gibraltar post office lies at 104 Main St. (& 350-756-62) and is
open June to mid-September Monday to Friday from 9am to 2:15pm, Saturday
from 10am to 1pm. Off-season hours are Monday to Friday from 9am to
4:30pm and Saturday from 10am to 1pm. All charges must be paid in British
pounds sterling.
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EXPLORING GIBRALTAR
If you’re pressed for time, we suggest you bypass most of the attractions of Gibraltar
and concentrate instead on The Upper Rock Nature Preserve , accessible from
Jews’ Gate, where you will find: St. Michael’s Cave, the Apes’ Den, the Great Siege
Tunnels, and the ruins of the old Moorish Castle. All of these attractions are open
daily from 9:30am to 6:30pm. A combination ticket to the attractions costs £7.50
($14) and includes the price of the one-way cable car to the Upper Rock. You can pur-
chase a ticket for only the cable car if you wish, a round-trip ticket going for £6.50
($12), £5 ($9) one-way, and individual tickets to the attractions. The cable-car depar-
ture point is signposted near the eastern end of Main Street in the center of Gibraltar.
Cable cars (& 350-778-26) depart every 10 minutes from 9:30am to 5:15pm, with
the last return at 5:45pm.

The cable car stops first at the Apes’ Den , along Old Queen’s Road. Here you
can see the famous Barbary apes cavorting on the sides of rocks. Despite their name,
they aren’t really apes but cinnamon-colored tail-less monkeys (macaques). Legend has
it that the first monkeys were either brought in by the Moors or that they found their
way through a tunnel that linked St. Michael’s Cave with Africa. Regular mealtimes—
the monkeys are fed daily at 8am and 4pm by a member of the Gibraltar Regiment—
have helped to stop their descending to the town for food. The monkeys are carefully
tended and protected by the British, since they have a saying: “When the apes leave
the Rock, so will the British.”

The other two major attractions here are located in opposite directions from the
Apes’ Den. To reach St. Michael’s Cave , you have to walk east along Queen’s Road.
The caves are a natural grotto whose magnificent auditorium is used for concerts and
other live performances. The lower cave and lake, reached by guided tour, are connected
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to the Upper Cave (open to the public) by a passage spanning the 15m to 45m (50-
to 150-ft.) difference in depth. A labyrinth of passages has formed naturally in the
porous rock and it’s possible for even an amateur to travel for miles underground.

The final of the big three attractions, the Great Siege Tunnels lie at the western
end of the nature preserve, facing Spain. To reach them, you have to walk west along
Queen’s Road, bypassing the Apes’ Den.

There are fine observation points along the road with views over the harbor and
toward Spain. At the end of the road, you reach the Upper Galleries, now known as
the Great Siege Tunnels. These are not picture galleries but large tunnels hewn in solid
rock that are used mostly as vantage points for guns hauled up to the Rock to protect
it from the Spanish mainland. The tunnels were carved out during the Great Siege of
1779 to 1782. Governor Lord Napier entertained Ulysses S. Grant, the former U.S.
president, in 1878, with a banquet here in St. George’s Hall.

Directly south of the tunnels lie the ruins of the Moorish Castle, which you can
skip if you’re short of time. It was constructed by the descendants of Tariq who cap-
tured the Rock in 711. The nearby Tower of Homage dates from 1333, dominating
the only land entrance to Gibraltar. The tower and adjoining walls are floodlit at
night, a dramatic sight for passengers on ships sailing through the Straits of Gibraltar.
Little remains of the original castle, other than parts of its outer walls running between
the castle, the harbor, and the ancient Moorish Pier.

Most day-trippers end their sightseeing of Gibraltar at this point. Those who want
to make a full day of it return to the Apes’ Den and take the cable car back down into
the center of Gibraltar, where they can explore some of the city attractions. A few
hearty souls walk down the mountain, some of them spending as much as 2 hours
doing so.

Once you reach the heart of town you can cover the attractions immediately below
on foot.

Gibraltar Museum, Bomb House Lane (& 350-742-89), is installed in a 14th-
century Muslim bathhouse. The museum lies close to the Roman Catholic cathedral,
just off Main Street. To anyone intrigued with the history of the Rock, the exhibits are
fascinating. There is a large-scale model of the Rock, showing every dwelling existing
in 1865, plus the land reclamations since then. There is also a reproduction of the
famous “Gibraltar woman,” the ancient skull discovered in 1848 in Forbes’s Quarry.
Other exhibits depict the history, from prehistoric cave-dwelling days to the present.
There is a mass of artifacts, cannon balls, weapons, and military uniforms. Charging
£2 ($3.60) for admission, the museum is open Monday to Friday from 10am to 6pm
and on Saturday from 10am to 2pm.

Convent and King’s Chapel, Main Street, is the official residence of the governor,
Queen Elizabeth’s representative on Gibraltar. The changing of the guard takes place
every Monday at 10:30am—a ceremonial occasion with the full band and the gover-
nor and his family on the balcony to take the salute. The convent was named in 1531
when a wealthy Spaniard gave the Franciscan friars land, materials, and money to erect
a convent and a chapel for the burial of himself and his family. There is no sign today
of their graves. King’s Chapel is open to view, but the convent, a private home, is not.
There is a 1,000-year-old dragon tree standing on the grounds that you can see if you
look down the hill behind the Roman Catholic cathedral.

Main Street, which means what it says, runs from Casemates Square, the street pro-
ceeding between old buildings and modern stores past the Main Post Office and on
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to the Piazza, a colonnaded entrance to a paved square where people drink, children
play, and desultory business is conducted.

A wander among the narrow lanes and streets leading into Main Street will give you
a sense of the past. You come next to the square facing the impressive Roman Catholic
cathedral, a converted mosque and one of the first buildings on the Rock. Then it’s
on to Cathedral Square where the Anglican Cathedral faces a green garden and the
harbor.

Just outside the town gate, where there was once a drawbridge and a moat, is the
Trafalgar Cemetery, a charming garden blazing with geraniums. Tombstones com-
memorate many who fell in the battles of Algeciras, Trafalgar, Cádiz, and Málaga in
the early years of the 19th century.

For a final look at Gibraltar, many visitors like to head out to Europa Point ,
called by many visitors “the end of Europe.” Europa Point can either be a stop on your
taxi tour or you can reach it from the center of Gibraltar via bus no. 3 or 1B from Line
Wall Road, lying just off Main Street. Departures are every 15 minutes during the day
and cost 70p ($1.25) one-way.

The most southerly point in Europe is actually Tarifa (p. 282), which is in Spain
and can be viewed in the distance. Europa Point was one of the two ancient Pillars of
Hercules. The other so-called pillar is 23km (14 miles) across the Straits of Gibraltar
in North Africa. At Europa Point is the lighthouse built in 1841 by Trinity House,
the general lighthouse and pilotage authority for Great Britain, incorporated in 1514
by Henry VIII.

Standing by the lighthouse, you can see across the straits to the west of Ceuta to
Jebel Musa (formerly Mount Abyla), the other Pillar of Hercules. Here also is Lloyd’s
of London’s only foreign spotting station, recording every merchant ship entering or
leaving the Mediterranean.

On Europa Road, back toward the town and east of the Rock, stands the Chapel
of Our Lady of Europa. This chapel is much venerated and often saluted by passing
vessels. Before the lighthouse was built, the small chapel kept a light burning day and
night to warn vessels of the treacherous passage. This small Catholic chapel, converted
in 1462, was once a mosque. Today there is a small museum with a 1462 statue of the
Madonna and some artifacts. Admission is free and the chapel can be entered Mon-
day to Friday from 10am to 7pm.

SHOPPING
Golden Eagle Liquors Come here for a good selection of Spanish, French, Italian,
and Australian wines, and an even better selection of the kinds of whiskeys that made
the British Empire function. Like virtually everything else in Gibraltar, the venue is
cross-cultural, and you’ll almost certainly find the kinds of liquors you like. 286 Main
St. & 350-759-13.

Marks & Spencer In a colony that’s as English as Gibraltar obviously is, stumbling
across a well-lit branch of Britain’s most omnipresent department store chain doesn’t
exactly come as a surprise. This one is appropriately air-conditioned and appropriately
loaded with an abbreviated but still very British collection of men’s and women’s
clothing. Yes, you can buy an umbrella, a Burberry raincoat, and all manner of head-
gear, as well as porcelain from Wedgwood and English marmalade made with (guess
what?) Spanish oranges. Be alert to the fact that this particular store appears in two
separate branches along the same street, almost immediately adjacent to one another.
235 and 215 Main St. & 350-758-57.
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WHERE TO STAY
Accommodations in Gibraltar are limited and tend to be more expensive in general
than those along the Costa del Sol. During the summer, advance reservations are
strongly recommended.

Bristol Hotel In the center of Gibraltar, this is a colonial-style hotel with a subtrop-
ical garden and a swimming pool. This bright, white-painted building lies on a pretty
square opposite the Anglican church. From the rooms, panoramic views open onto
the bay. For the most part, bedrooms are spacious and exceedingly comfortable. Prices
of guest rooms depend on whether the accommodations face outward or to the inte-
rior. The majority of rooms have twin beds, though some family rooms (for two adults
and two children) are available.
10 Cathedral Sq., Gibraltar. & 350-768-00. Fax 350-776-13. www.bristolhotel.gi. 60 units. £74–£79 ($133–$142)
double; £84–£93 ($151–$167) triple. DC, MC, V. Amenities: Bar; outdoor pool; laundry service; nonsmoking rooms;
rooms for those w/limited mobility. In room: A/C, TV, dataport, hair dryer.

Caleta Hotel This rather upmarket choice, Gibraltar’s largest hotel, lies at the
end of the bay on the eastern side of the Rock. A holiday hotel, it was built on the rocks
over the sea with sun terraces and a swimming pool with steps down to the water.
Most of the bedrooms have balconies overlooking the water. The bedrooms are attrac-
tively and comfortably furnished, each with a tiled bathroom with a tub or shower.
The hotel enjoys private access to a small, sheltered sandy beach overlooking both the
Spanish and North African coastlines. A grace note is the hotel’s small and leafy Eng-
lish garden with nice views. Its Italian dining room is one of the best hotel restaurants
on the Rock and the English bar here is a cozy retreat for a pint.
Sir Herbert Miles Rd., Catalan Bay, Gibraltar. & 350-765-01. Fax 350-710-50. www.caletahotel.com. 160 units.
£125–£180 ($225–$324) double. Winter reductions. AE, DC, MC, V. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; outdoor pool; gym;
24-hr. room service; babysitting; laundry service; nonsmoking rooms. In room: TV, dataport, minibar, hair dryer, safe,
beverage maker.

Cannon Hotel Owned and operated by Joe Bossano, one of the former chief min-
isters of Gibraltar, this informal downtown hotel occupies an old-fashioned 19th-cen-
tury house on a narrow lane a few steps north of Main Street. Don’t expect grandeur,
as everything is very English-pubby-style, with a reception desk a few steps from the
bar top, a lobby-cum-drinking area where everyone sees and hears everything. The
staff, though not technically English Cockney, evokes the style and speech patterns of
some of the gang members of Fagin’s 19th-century London. Rooms are very simple at
this government-rated one-star hotel. The midsize units are light and airy with twin
beds.
9 Cannon Lane, Gibraltar. & 350-517-11. Fax 350-517-89. www.cannonhotel.gi. 18 units. £38 ($68) double with-
out bathroom; £46 ($83) double with bathroom. Rates include English breakfast. MC, V. Amenities: Restaurant; bar;
nonsmoking rooms. In room: No phone.

O’Callaghan Eliott Hotel An old Holiday Inn has been converted into this
winning choice on a delightful tree-lined square in the Old Town. Bedrooms are
among Gibraltar’s finest, each furnished with contemporary, comfortable pieces. Most
of the rooms open onto the Straits of Gibraltar and beyond to North Africa. The Palm
Court and the Victoria Garden restaurant are among the Rock’s better dining choices,
with both international and Mediterranean specialties, backed up by a carte of regional
wines. The tinkling sounds of a grand piano can be heard in the Veranda Bar at night.
The highlight of the hotel is its rooftop pool and sun terrace, with panoramic views.
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Governor’s Parade, Gibraltar. & 350-705-00. Fax 350-702-43. www.ocallaghanhotels.com. 118 units. £175–£185
($315–$333) double; £205–£330 ($369–$594) suite. AE, DC, MC, V. Amenities: 2 restaurants; 2 bars; outdoor pool;
gym; sauna; 24-hr. room service; nonsmoking rooms; rooms for those w/limited mobility. In room: A/C, TV, dataport,
hair dryer, safe, beverage maker, trouser press.

Queen’s Hotel This is hardly our favorite hotel in Gibraltar, but on the over-
crowded Rock it might come in handy in a pinch. Queen’s Hotel is close to the bot-
tom station of the cable car that travels to the top of the Rock. It’s a rather plain, tall
building in an area that gets heavy traffic. The furnishings are very dark and Spanish,
with regional artifacts scattered about. Bedrooms are midsize and comfortably, though
not stylishly, furnished. The high-ceilinged lobby is genteel but a bit shabby. Public
rooms include a spacious lounge, a bar, and a sun terrace. The major drawback here
is the staff ’s attitude, among the worst we’ve encountered in Gibraltar. The central
shopping area, Main Street, is a short walk away.
1 Boyd St., Gibraltar. & 350-740-00. Fax 350-400-30. www.queenshotel.gi. 60 units. £60–£75 ($108–$135) dou-
ble; £90 ($162) family room for 4; £95 ($171) suite. Rates include English breakfast. AE, DC, MC, V. Free parking.
Amenities: Restaurant; bar; babysitting; laundry service. In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer.

The Rock This is one of the Mediterranean’s most famous hotels and clearly
the best in Gibraltar. This long-enduring favorite is set in a beautiful 3.6-hectare (9-
acre) landscaped garden on the Rock’s sunny western side with views of the Spanish
coastline and North Africa. It’s the place for the British traditionalist dreaming of lost
colonial empires. There are nature walks through the geranium-bright gardens, as well
as a wisteria-covered terrace for a sundowner. Built by the marquis of Bute in 1932,
the hotel offers spacious and attractively refurbished bedrooms in the colonial style.
From some balconies you can see the Rif Mountains in Morocco. Rooms have more
amenities than any hotel on the Rock, including bathrobes and the like. The use of
bamboo and ceiling fans add to the Casablanca-like atmosphere. Bathrooms are old-
fashioned but work just fine, each with a large tub/shower combo.
3 Europa Rd., Gibraltar. & 350-730-00. Fax 350-735-13. www.rockhotelgibraltar.com. 104 units. £180 ($324) dou-
ble; £230 ($414) suite. AE, DC, MC, V. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; outdoor pool; 24-hr. room service; laundry
service/dry cleaning; nonsmoking rooms; casino; rooms w/limited mobility. In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer, beverage
maker, trouser press.

WHERE TO DINE
Corks Wine Bar SPANISH/INTERNATIONAL This place long ago abandoned
the practice of serving glasses of rare vintage wine. Today it’s a bustling, sometimes
raucous, English-style pub, with a busy lunch business, and a bar list that includes
beer and whiskeys but not a lot of wine. The few wines that are served cost from £1
to £3 ($1.80–$5.40) per glass. It’s one of the preferred venues for Gibraltar’s business
community, who appreciate the free tapas (the selection changes daily) served every
day from 5 to 9pm. You’ll find up to five kinds of beer on tap here, with pints selling
for £2 ($3.60) each; Friday nights a DJ spins danceable music to a clientele that
includes sailors from a variety of ports worldwide, but especially England.
79 Irish Town. & 350-755-66. Lunch main courses £6.50–£10 ($12–$18). AE, MC, V. Mon–Sat 9am–2am. Hot food
Mon–Sat noon–3:30pm.

Restaurant & Tapas Bar La Barcina ENGLISH/SPANISH Pleasant and with a
staff that usually copes gracefully with the crowds, this restaurant occupies a tucked-
away corner of a pedestrian-only landmark square on Main Street. It combines an
indoor tapas bar with lots of outdoor tables positioned on the gently sloping terrain
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of the square. The best menu items include a spicy Iberian fish stew, a house steak in
a mustard-flavored cream sauce, a collection of grilled fish that includes Dover sole
imported from English waters, and a savory array of tapas.
Casemates Sq. & 350-411-00. Main courses £6–£12 ($11–$22). MC, V. Daily 10am–11pm. Closed Sun July–Aug.

Rib Room Restaurant INTERNATIONAL In the prestigious Rock Hotel,
this is the single finest dining room on Gibraltar. From your table, you can enjoy views
across the bay to the Spanish coastline and Morocco. Chefs feature both an a la carte
menu and a daily changing menu. The seafood is fresh, and other top-quality dishes
include pan-roasted filet of lamb with a basil salsa, and a delectable seared filet of beef
served with grilled baby leeks and a truffle foie gras. The starters are especially appeal-
ing and imaginative; we loved the pumpkin-and-pancetta risotto and the wok-seared
black-pepper beef with asparagus and a charred pineapple salad. For dessert, try
chocolate soufflé pancakes with cold vanilla custard.
In The Rock Hotel, 3 Europa Rd. & 350-730-00. Reservations required. Fixed-price menu £30 ($54); main courses
£20–£25 ($36–$45). AE, DC, MC, V. Daily 7–10pm.

THE ROCK AFTER DARK
The bustle on Main Street, with “downtown” Gibraltar’s densest concentration of
shops, dies down when the shops close. After dark the scene migrates 1 block south
of Main Street’s western end to a parallel street known formally as Irish Town and
informally as “Back Street.”

Two of the best bars here are The Clipper, 78B Irish Town (& 350-797-91), and
The Royal Oak, 59C Irish Town (& 350-717-08), both of which have decor dotted
with engravings of clipper ships and memorabilia of the Royal Navy, foaming pints of
beer, and shots of whiskey. Both serve English breakfasts throughout the day and
evening, jacket potatoes stuffed in ways you’d expect from a neighborhood pub in the
Midlands, sandwiches, and such main courses—priced at £5 ($8.25) each—as steak
and kidney pie or beef Stroganoff.

Other recommended pubs are All’s Well, Grand Casemates Square (& 350-729-
87), known for its Bass beers and steak-and-ale pie; The Star Bar, Parliament Lane
(& 350-759-24), said to be the oldest bar in Gib; and Lord Nelson Bar Brasserie,
10 Casemates Sq. (& 350-500-09), done up to represent Nelson’s ship with a cloud-
and-sky ceiling crossed with beams and containing a spacious terrace.

Gamblers can check out Ladbrokes Casino, 7 Europa Rd. (& 350-766-66; www.
ladbrokescasino.com), which requires smart casual dress. Its cocktail bar is open daily
from 7:30pm to 4am, and the gaming room is open from 9pm to 4am. Roulette, bac-
carat, craps, blackjack, boule, and chemin der fer are played here. A wide terrace over-
looks the lights of the harbor.

3 Estepona
85km (53 miles) W of Málaga, 639km (397 miles) S of Madrid, 46km (29 miles) E of Algeciras

A town of Roman origin and the most westerly of the coast’s burgeoning fishing vil-
lages, Estepona hasn’t yet been completely taken over by high-rises. Less developed
than either Marbella or Torremolinos and with a more Spanish feel than expat-heavy
Marbella, it is more likable than either. It still has an old quarter of narrow cobble-
stone streets and dozens of tascas (tapas taverns).
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Traces of the past remain: a round tower constructed to protect the villagers from
the raids of Barbary pirates, who took not only all valuables, including food, but the
most beautiful women as well.

Today Estepona’s recreational port is an attraction, as are its beaches: Costa Natura
Km 257 on the N-340, the first legal nude beach of its kind along the Costa del Sol;
La Rada, 3km (2 miles) long; and El Cristo, only 550m (1,800 ft.) long. After the sun
goes down, stroll along the Paseo Marítimo, a broad avenue with gardens on one side,
beach on the other. Estepona also contains an interesting 15th-century parish church,
with the ruins of an old aqueduct nearby (at Salduba).

ESSENTIALS
GETTING THERE The nearest rail links are in Fuenginola. However, Estepona is
on the bus route from Algeciras to Málaga. If you’re driving, head east from Algeciras
along the E-5/N-340.

VISITOR INFORMATION The tourist office, Av. San Lorenzo 1 (& 95-280-
20-02; www.estepona.es), is open Monday to Friday from 9am to 8pm and Saturday
from 10am to 1:30pm.

WHERE TO STAY
Estepona offers four of the top resorts along the Costa del Sol, the ultimate in (gov-
ernment-rated) five-star living. If you want the most idyllic, the most luxurious, and
the grandest, stay at the Sofitel Las Dunas, although all of the top hotels are luxe all
the way.

What’s missing in Estepona are the cheap concrete block bunkers catering to pack-
age tours. If you’re a frugal traveler who really wants “the beach on a budget,” head for
Torremolinos. It’s not as grand, but it’s a lot easier on your wallet.

EXPENSIVE
Andalucía Princess Although we don’t like this place quite as much as Las
Dunas, Kempinski, and the Costa del Sol Princess, it’s still well run, well groomed,
and inviting. Convenient to the beach, it lies about 500m (1,640 ft.) from the sea and
8km (5 miles) from the heart of Estepona. The decor is traditional Mediterranean,
with much use of sky-blue colors and gleaming white. Bedrooms are small to midsize,
each comfortably furnished, with a tiled bathroom containing tub and shower. Prices
reach their zenith in July and August, but if you book here during the off season, rates
are more reasonable and can even be negotiated downward. The cuisine is first-rate,
though never rises to moments of inspiration.
Noreste, 29689 Estepona. & 95-280-88-33. Fax 95-280-26-52. www.princess-hotels.com. 385 units. 200€–280€
($260–$364) double. AE, DC, MC, V. Amenities: 2 restaurants; bar; 3 pools (1 indoor); tennis court; gym; sauna; room
service (8am–11pm); babysitting; laundry service/dry cleaning; nonsmoking rooms. In room: A/C, TV, dataport, mini-
bar, hair dryer, safe.

Atalaya Park Golf Hotel & Resort Midway between Estepona and
Marbella, this modern resort complex attracts sports- and nature-lovers. Its tranquil
beachside location sits amid 8 hectares (20 acres) of subtropical gardens. Spacious
rooms furnished in an elegant modern style are well maintained and inviting. All units
have neatly kept bathrooms with tub/shower combos. Guests have complimentary use
of the hotel’s extensive sports facilities, including two magnificent golf courses. Many
northern Europeans check in and almost never leave the grounds.

Kids
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Carretera de Cádiz Km 168.5, 29688 Estepona. & 95-288-90-00. Fax 95-288-90-02. www.atalaya-park.es. 435
units. 210€–284€ ($273–$369) double; 285€–320€ ($371–$416) suite; 500€ ($650) bungalow. Rates include
breakfast. AE, DC, MC, V. Free parking. Amenities: 5 restaurants; 2 bars; nightclub (summer only); 6 outdoor pools;
2 18-hole golf courses; 9 outdoor tennis courts (6 lit); health club; nautical sports center; sauna; kids’ club; car-rental
desk; babysitting; laundry service/dry cleaning, solarium. In room: A/C, TV, dataport, minibar, hair dryer, safe.

Costa del Sol Princess Although comparable to the Andalucía Princess
(see above), we’d give the Costa del Sol Princess a slight edge as far as cuisine, its bed-
rooms, and helpful staff go. We won’t pretend that this is the best member of the
Princess chain we’ve stayed at—not by a long shot. But it has a certain comfort and
style, and on our latest rounds we noted a lot of happy visitors. Its bedrooms are mid-
size for the most part, furnished with contemporary furnishings and Mediterranean
styling. Rooms are sunny and bright, and each comes with a tiled bathroom with tub
and shower. A miniclub for children with qualified supervision makes this great for
families. The location is 9km (51⁄2 miles) from the center of town.
Noreste, 29689 Estepona. & 95-279-30-00. Fax 95-280-26-52. www.princess-hotels.com. 143 units. 200€–280€
($260–$364) double. AE, DC, MC, V. Free parking. Amenities: 2 restaurants; bar; 2 pools (1 indoor); children’s pool;
tennis court; gym; sauna; room service (8am–11pm); laundry service/dry cleaning; all nonsmoking rooms. In room:
A/C, TV, dataport, minibar, hair dryer, safe.

Kempinski Hotel Bahía Estepona One of the most luxurious retreats in
this part of the Costa del Sol, this modern resort hotel allows you to enjoy a lush, ele-
gant lifestyle. Between the main coastal route and the beach, the Kempinski borrowed
heavily from nearby Morocco to create this oasis of charm and grace with hanging gar-
dens adding a dramatic touch. A member of the Leading Hotels of the World, the
property opens onto beautifully landscaped and luxuriant palm-studded gardens
fronting the ocean. Guest rooms are airy and spacious, with balconies or private ter-
races overlooking the sea. Each comes with a deluxe bathroom with tub and shower.
Many expats who live in the area flock here for the Sunday afternoon jazz brunch, the
most elaborate on the western part of the Costa del Sol. Top European chefs turn out
carefully crafted regional specialties and well-executed international dishes.
Carretera de Cádiz Km 159, Playa el Padrón, 29680 Estepona. & 95-280-95-00. Fax 95-280-95-50. www.kempin-
ski-spain.com. 148 units. 230€–360€ ($299–$468) double; 465€–599€ ($605–$779) junior suite; from 699€
($909) suite. AE, DC, MC, V. Free parking outside; 12€ ($16) garage. Amenities: 3 restaurants; 3 bars; 3 pools (1
indoor); outdoor unlit tennis court; fitness center; gym; spa; sauna; salon; 24-hr. room service; babysitting; laundry
service/dry cleaning; nonsmoking rooms. In room: A/C, TV, dataport, minibar, hair dryer, safe, Wi-Fi.

Las Dunas One of the Costa del Sol’s great resorts and a member of the
Leading Hotels of the World, Las Dunas attracts fashionable Europeans looking to be
pampered. Site of a world-class spa, this five-star government-rated hotel is con-
structed in a U-shape, evocative of a gigantic hacienda. It stands in the midst of gar-
dens and fountains; regrettably, the beach nearby is mediocre. Suites outnumber
standard doubles, and most units have balconies overlooking the Mediterranean. All
are sumptuously comfortable and equipped with roomy bathrooms containing tub/
shower combos.
Urbanización La Boladilla Baja-Noreste, Carretera de Cádiz Km 163.5, 29689 Estepona. & 95-280-94-00. Fax 95-
279-48-25. www.las-dunas.com. 88 units. 470€–720€ ($611–$936) junior suite; 570€–2,500€ ($741–$3,250)
suite. AE, DC, MC, V. Free parking. Amenities: 2 restaurants; bar; outdoor pool; health club; spa; sauna; whirlpool;
24-hr. room service; babysitting; laundry service/dry cleaning; library. In room: A/C, TV, minibar, hair dryer, safe, Jacuzzi
(in some).

Kids
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MODERATE
El Paraíso Costa del Sol The impressive El Paraíso Costa del Sol is the leading
moderately priced establishment in town, lying between Marbella and Estepona in
front of Costalita Beach. This modern building, constructed in the 1980s, lies 12km
(71⁄2 miles) from the center of Estepona. The most exciting element of the bedrooms
is that they open onto balconies fronting the Mediterranean. Otherwise, expect mid-
size to fairly spacious accommodations, furnished in a typical resort style—comfortable
but not special. Guests can indulge in many activities in the area, including golf
nearby. The best feature here is the panoramic bar on the seventh floor with a nudist
sunning terrace. The hotel also has a children’s play area, although it’s hardly a reason
to check in if you have kids.
Urbanización El Paraiso, Noreste, Carretera de Cádiz Km 167, 29680 Estepona. & 800/465-9936 in the U.S., or
95-288-30-00. Fax 95-288-20-19. www.hotelparaisocostadelsol.com. 176 units. 134€–193€ ($174–$251) double;
252€–317€ ($328–$412) suite. AE, DC, MC, V. Free parking. Amenities: 2 restaurants; 4 bars; 2 pools (1 indoor);
children’s pool; sauna; 24-hr. room service; babysitting; laundry service/dry cleaning. In room: A/C, TV, dataport, mini-
bar, hair dryer, safe (for a fee).

INEXPENSIVE
Buenavista This comfortable if modest little residencia beside the coastal road
opened in the 1970s. The tiny rooms are likely to be noisy in summer because of
heavy traffic nearby. Beds are comfortable, and the little bathrooms have shower stalls.
Buses from Marbella stop nearby.
Av. de España 180, 29680 Estepona. & 95-280-01-37. Fax 95-280-55-93. 38 units. 45€–65€ ($59–$85) double.
DC, MC, V. In room: TV.

WHERE TO DINE
In summer, the cheapest places to eat in Estepona are the chiringuitos, little dining
areas set up by local fishermen and their families right on the beach. Naturally they
feature seafood, including sole and sardine kabobs grilled over an open fire. You can
usually order a fresh salad and fried potatoes; desserts are simple.

La Alcaría de Ramos SPANISH This country retreat has been decorated
in the style of an old summerhouse along the Spanish coast. There’s a beautiful terrace
garden where customers may dine as weather permits. The chef and owner, José
Ramos, has won many national gastronomic competitions and has been creating
intriguing variations on traditional recipes since the early 1990s. He will regale you
with such dishes as tortas de patatas (potato cakes—yes, potato cakes, and how good
they are!). Try also his crepes de aguacate con gambas (avocado crepes with shrimp) and
his pato asado con puré de manzana y col roja (grilled duck with apple purée and red
cabbage). Also worth ordering is the parrillada de pescado y mariscos (assorted grilled
fish and shellfish). For dessert, order his clever helado frito con frambuesa (fried ice
cream with raspberry sauce).
Urbanización El Paraíso Vista al Mar 1, N-340 Km 167. & 95-288-61-78. Reservations recommended. Main courses
9€–20€ ($12–$26). MC, V. Mon–Sat 7:30pm–midnight.

Lido INTERNATIONAL In the deluxe Las Dunas (see above), one of the
grandest and most elegant restaurants along the Costa del Sol holds forth. Majestic
views, a mammoth crystal chandelier, and romantic piano tunes set the tone at this
octagonal restaurant with floor-to-ceiling windows opening onto a sheltered terrace.
Expect nothing but culinary delights on the ever-changing menu. Some of the dishes

Finds
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evoke the Pacific Rim, others draw upon inspiration from Europe. Only the finest
products are used: duck from Nantes, lamb from Provence, beef and veal from Spain’s
Basque country, or tender and delectable chicken from Bresse (in our view, Europe’s
best). Picture it: sea bass carpaccio in a basil vinaigrette, fresh lobster in delicate saf-
fron sauce, veal sweetbreads with fines herbes. Two irresistible desserts are crepes with
a Grand Marnier froth filling and a sauce made from blood-red oranges, or chilled
lemon grass crème brûlée with chilled mocha cream and fat, juicy raspberries.
Urbanización La Boladilla Baja-Noreste, Carretera de Cádiz Km 163.5. & 95-280-94-00. Reservations recom-
mended. Main courses 20€–39€ ($26–$51); set menus 58€ ($75) for 3 courses, 80€ ($104) for 5 courses. AE, DC,
MC, V. Tues–Sat 7–11pm. Closed mid-Jan to mid-Feb.

Playa Bella ANDALUSIAN/INTERNATIONAL Though nowhere near as fine as
the previously recommended restaurants, this is a good choice for a shellfish dinner
near the beach, 7km (41⁄3 miles) from the center. Waiters dash about serving the freshly
caught fish and shellfish, although there is also a good selection of well-prepared meat
dishes. We particularly enjoy the arroz a la marinera (seafood-studded rice), and you
can also look for daily specials. The decor is Andalusian regional, and mostly visitors
form the clientele. A well-chosen list of Andalusian wines appears on the carte.
Urbanización Playa-Bella Noreste. & 95-280-16-45. Reservations recommended. Main courses 19€–30€
($25–$39). DC, MC, V. Mon–Tues, Thurs–Fri 5–11pm; Sat–Sun 1–11pm. Closed Jan 8–Feb 8.

ESTEPONA AFTER DARK
The hotels often bring in flamenco dancers and musicians to entertain in the summer
months. Otherwise, after-dark diversions consist mostly of hitting the tapas bar. You’ll
find most of them—called freidurías (fried-fish bars)—at the corner of Calle de los
Reyes and La Terraza. Tables spill onto the sidewalks in summer, and gambas a la
plancha (shrimp) are the most popular (but not the cheapest) tapas to order. The two
best freidurías are Bodega Sabor Andaluz, Caridad 4 (& 95-279-10-30), which has
especially good seafood, and La Escollera, Puerto Pesquero (& 95-280-63-54),
whose tapas are mostly based on the fresh catch of the day.

4 Puerto Banús
8km (5 miles) E of Marbella, 782km (486 miles) S of Madrid

A favorite resort for international celebrities, the coastal village of Puerto Banús was
created in the traditional Mediterranean style almost overnight just for tourists. It’s a
dreamy place, the very image of what a Costa del Sol fishing village should look like
but rarely does. Yachts can be moored nearly at your doorstep. Along the harborfront
you’ll find an array of expensive bars and restaurants. Wandering through the quiet
back streets, you’ll pass archways and patios with grilles. For accommodations, you
can stay at one of the resorts at Marbella (see below).

To reach the town, you can take one of 15 buses that run daily from Marbella or
drive east from Marbella along the E-15.

WHERE TO DINE
Antonio SEAFOOD/INTERNATIONAL There’s no better place to sit and
watch Puerto Banús’s chic port life than this longtime favorite. Opt for a table on the
terrace if the weather’s right and watch a parade of beautiful people who believe in
traveling the world in style.
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The first-class cuisine here lives up to the setting, which has lots of modern paint-
ings on the wall, an abundance of greenery, and predominant colors of black and
white. The chef, Juan Trujillo, knows how to balance colors, textures, and flavors, cre-
ating such tasty fare as the best filet mignon we’ve tasted in the area, well-flavored pork
chops with fries and vegetables, and a tender, moist loin of veal. However, our all-time
favorite here is sea bass baked in salt to retain its moisture and aroma. A lot depends
on the catch of the day. Perhaps it’ll be a delectable sea bream or else grilled kabobs of
rape (monkfish).
Muelle de Ribera. & 95-281-35-36. Reservations required. Main courses 16€–28€ ($21–$36). AE, DC, MC, V. Daily
1–4pm and 7:30–11pm (until 12:30am Aug–Sept).

Cipriano SEAFOOD/MEDITERRANEAN Serving the finest food at the
port, this deluxe restaurant is the number-one choice of the rich and sometimes
famous who arrive in Puerto Banús on multimillion-dollar yachts. Near the beach, it’s
in a modern building, like everything else at this posh port. Cipriano is divided into
several sections for maximum privacy. Each is luxuriously decorated in an Andalusian
style, with lots of elegant fabrics and many colors. There is a casual, semiformal atmos-
phere among the well-heeled guests.

We recently dined here with a princess from some long-forgotten kingdom in East-
ern Europe who demanded that all the table order lobster with champagne and green
peppers. Although that dish was terrific, we can also highly recommend the paella
Cipriano and the medley of shellfish. You can also order a perfectly grilled, tender
entrecôte in a zesty pepper sauce, followed by one of the freshly made desserts of the
day, such as baked apple with cinnamon ice cream.
Edificio de Sevilla, Av. Playas del Duque. & 95-281-10-77. Reservations required. Main courses 19€–35€
($25–$46); fixed-price menus 42€–120€ ($55–$156). AE, DC, MC, V. June–Sept daily 1–4pm and 8pm–midnight; off
season Mon–Sat 1–4pm and 7:30pm–midnight.

Dalli’s Pasta Factory PASTA The meals here, consisting of pasta, pasta, and
more pasta served with garlic bread and a carafe of house wine, are a great bargain in
pricey Puerto Banús. In a setting that’s a cross between high-tech and Art Deco, you
can order nutmeg-flavored ravioli with spinach filling, penne all’arrabbiata, lasagna,
and several kinds of spaghetti. More filling are the chicken cacciatore and scaloppine
of chicken and veal. They are served with—guess what?—a side dish of pasta. The
owners, incidentally, are a trio of Roman-born brothers who were reared in England
and educated in California.
Muelle de Rivera. & 95-281-86-23. Pastas 9€–14€ ($12–$18); meat platters 14€–20€ ($18–$26). AE, MC, V.
Daily 1:30–4pm and 7pm–midnight.

Don Leone INTERNATIONAL Many residents in villas around Marbella drive to
this luxuriously decorated dockside restaurant for dinner, and it can get crowded at
times. Begin with the house minestrone and then follow with pasta in clam sauce;
lasagna is also a regular treat. Meat specialties include veal parmigiana and roast baby
lamb, and the fish dishes are also worth a try, especially the frita mixta de pescados
(mixed fish fry). The food is competently prepared with fresh ingredients, although at
times it fails to capture authentic Spanish flavor. The wine list is one of the best along
the coast.
Muelle de Rivera 44. & 95-281-17-16. Reservations recommended. Main courses 15€–22€ ($20–$29). AE, MC, V.
Daily noon–1am.

Value
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5 Marbella ¡
60km (37 miles) W of Málaga, 45km (28 miles) W of Torremolinos, 80km (50 miles) E of Gibraltar, 76km (47 miles) E
of Algeciras, 600km (373 miles) S of Madrid

Although packed with visitors and only slightly less popular than Torremolinos, Mar-
bella is still the chicest resort along the Costa del Sol, with some of the region’s best
upscale resorts coexisting with more affordable hotels. An Andalusian port at the foot
of the Sierra Blanca, traces of Marbella’s past survive in its palatial town hall, medieval
ruins, and ancient Moorish walls. The biggest attractions in Marbella, however, are El
Fuerte and La Fontanilla, the two main beaches. There are other, more secluded
beaches, but you need your own transportation to get there.

Marbella’s chic reputation dates from the beginning of the Eisenhower era. The
Marquis don Ricardo Soriano and his nephew, Prince Alfonso Hohenlohe, started
spreading the word in 1953. Soon the Duke and Duchess of Windsor and lesser mor-
tals began arriving to see what this sleepy coastal town was all about. The Rothschilds
heard about it, as did Saudi emirs. Marbella was on its way; its discovery by jet-setters
brought long-overdue prosperity.

Many resorts have better beaches and more attractions than Marbella, which raises
the question, “Why do such chic people still flock here, people who could vacation
anywhere?” A local resident, Rafael Trujillo, said, “Rich people come here because
other rich people come here.” Marbella’s fans and detractors agree on only one thing:
The prices are a joke.

One can only regret not having seen Marbella in the 1960s and 1970s, even though
Franco was in power. Those were the days before ugly concrete tower blocks grew up
around its old quarter and fishing port. Fortunately, old Marbella, with its flower-
filled balconies and whitewashed houses, remains delightful. Make the Patio de los
Naranjos (Court of the Orange Trees) your focal point for a night wandering
the cobblestone streets of the Old Town. Here you can enjoy the fountains and cafes
with sidewalk tables where you can sit back and watch the world go by.

ESSENTIALS
GETTING THERE Twenty buses run between Málaga and Marbella daily. Three
buses each come from Madrid and Barcelona. The bus station is located on the out-
skirts of Marbella on Avenida Trapiche, a 5-minute ride from the center of town.

If you’re driving, Marbella is the first major resort as you head east on the N-340/
E-15 from Algeciras.

VISITOR INFORMATION The tourist office, Glorieta de la Fontanilla s/n (& 95-
277-14-42; www.marbella.es), is open Monday to Friday from 9:30am to 9pm and
Saturday from 10am to 2pm. Another tourist office with the same hours is on the
Plaza de los Naranjos (& 95-282-35-50).

ENJOYING THE BEACHES
From Guadlalamina to Cabopino, the Marbella coastline stretches for 26km (16 miles)
of sunny, sandy beaches. In the post-millennium, Marbella’s beaches have been cleaned
up and better landscaped with oases of palms. In some places traditional showers have
been replaced with giant elephant statues spraying water from their trunks.

Within the limits of Marbella and bordering it on either side are two equally good
beaches, La Fontanilla and El Fuerte, where the season extends from May to Octo-
ber, as the shores are protected by the Sierra Blanca mountains. These beaches have
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fine golden sand and are flanked by a pedestrian promenade and filled with ham-
mocks, parasols, and a scattering of seaside taverns, bars, even modest shops. Many
kiosks rent sporting equipment such as sun beds and water bikes. In summer there are
lifeguards; showers and public toilets are installed. Unfortunately, both are over-
crowded in summer, because they are so convenient to the city center.

Other good beaches include Playa Puento Romano, which lies between Hotel
Don Carlos and Hotel Puento Romano. This fine brown stretch of sand beach usu-
ally attracts guests from the hotels. Hammocks and umbrellas are supplied and secu-
rity guards from the hotels keep an eye on things. Next to Puente Romano is Playa
Nagueles, frequented by guests of the exclusive Marbella Club among others. On the
so-called “Golden Mile” of Marbella, this beach has mostly gray sand and is flanked
by a promenade. It is often very crowded, and its watersports include windsurfing,
kayaking, jet-skiing, and other activities. The beach is very well maintained, with
showers and public toilets, and it has hotel security guards in summer.

Playa Casablanca lies between Puerto Banús and the western fringe of Marbella,
connecting with La Fontanilla (see above). Jet skis, canoes, and other equipment can
be rented. There are public toilets and showers along with lifeguard towers in summer.

Playa El Baro is a small beach with brown sand that is protected by the dock of
Marbella’s yachting port. From here, you can easily walk to Playa de la Bajadilla,
which you reach before arriving at the fishing port of Marbella. Filled with northern
Europeans lying on sun beds, it is a beach with grayish sand and calm waters. Here
you will also find a trio of beach-fronting restaurants, along with public toilets, show-
ers, and summer lifeguards.

Bajadilla is actually a continuation of Playa de Venus, lying between Marbella’s
twin harbors. Sailing and other watersports are popular here, as the beach is sheltered
in a cove. Showers, public toilets, and summer lifeguard towers are provided.

Other beaches include Playa El Cable, a small city beach with gray sand where
football matches are played on weekends. It lies close to the fishing port and has show-
ers and public toilets along with fish restaurants and summer lifeguard towers. Less
crowded in summer is the adjoining Playa El Pinillo, which extends for almost 3km
(13⁄4 miles). It offers kiosks where canoes can be rented for river sailing and has sum-
mer lifeguards.

Playa Los Monteros, near El Pinillo, is part of the urban development complex of
Los Monteros. Its rock-free beach of gray sand is separated from the development by
sand dunes. Two beach restaurants are here along with a beach club, and there are
showers, public toilets, and lifeguards in summer.

The gray sands of Playa Alicante lie at Urbanización Sea and are filled with restau-
rants and bars. It contains showers, public toilets, and lifeguard stations in summer.
Playa Real de Zaragoza, also connected with an urban development, has public toi-
lets, showers, and summer lifeguards. Playa Vivora is linked to the Urbanización
Elvia. This calm beach that’s not well known is set against a backdrop of some ugly
buildings and has showers, public toilets, and summer lifeguards. Finally, there’s Playa
Las Canas, connected with the urban development of Artola. It possesses few services
but offers good snorkeling and diving (bring your own equipment).

SHOPPING
While other Andalusian villages may inspire you to buy handicrafts, Marbella’s inter-
national glamour might just incite so much insecurity you’ll want to rush out to acces-
sorize. Should you feel underdressed, head for the Old Town, where the cornucopia
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of designers includes Versace, in the Centro Commercial Benabola 8, Puerto Banús
(& 95-281-02-96).

If art is your passion, tour the art galleries that pepper the town. You’ll spot high-
rolling investors picking up contemporary treasures as part of a holiday shopping spree.
One of Marbella’s most appealing galleries lies in the Old Town: the Galleria d’Arte Van
Gestel, Plaza de los Naranjos 11 (& 95-277-48-19). And if your search for fine art car-
ries over to Puerto Banús, consider an overview of the contemporary artwork displayed
at the Sammer Gallery, Av. de Julio Iglesias 3, Las Terrazas de Banús, Local 10–16 
(& 95-281-29-95). If you’d like to purchase some of Andalusia’s regional ceramics, your
best bet is Cerámica San Nicolás, Plaza de la Iglesia 1 (& 95-277-05-46).

On Saturday morning, forget the shops and head with the locals to Nueva Andalucía
flea market. You can find anything from Spanish leather goods to local pottery.

WHERE TO STAY
Because the setting is ideal, some of the best hotels along the Costa del Sol are in 
Marbella.

VERY EXPENSIVE
Marbella Club This is the grande dame of all Costa del Sol resorts. Until a
few equally chic hotels were built along the Costa del Sol, the snobbish Marbella Club
reigned almost without equal as the exclusive hangout of aristocrats and tycoons.
Established in 1954, the resort sprawls over a landscaped property that slopes from its
roadside reception area down to the private beach. Composed of small, ecologically
conscious clusters of garden pavilions, bungalows, and small-scale annexes, the Mar-
bella Club has some of the loveliest gardens along the coast. Hotel rooms along the
Costa del Sol don’t come much better than these varied and spacious choices, often
with canopy beds. Most of the bathrooms are roomy, with dual basins and tub/shower
combos. Rooms have private balconies or terraces. The clientele is discreet, interna-
tional, elegant, and appreciative of the resort’s small scale and superb service.
Bulevar Príncipe Alfonso von Hohenlohe s/n, 29600 Marbella. & 95-282-22-11. Fax 95-282-98-84. www.marbella
club.com. 121 units. 250€–645€ ($325–$838) double; 645€–1,825€ ($838–$2,372) suite; 990€–3,750€
($1,287–$4,875) bungalow. AE, DC, MC, V. Free parking. Amenities: 2 restaurants (see “Where to Dine,” later); 3
bars; 2 outdoor pools; 24-hr. room service; massage; babysitting; laundry service/dry cleaning; nonsmoking rooms. In
room: A/C, TV, minibar, hair dryer, safe.

Puente Romano Devotees rank this resort right up there with the Marbella
Club, but we’ll give it the runner-up prize. This hotel was originally built as a cluster
of vacation apartments, which influenced the attention to detail and the surrounding
landscaping. In the early 1970s, a group of entrepreneurs transformed it into one of
the most unusual hotels in the south of Spain. Although it sits close to the frenetic
coastal highway midway between Marbella and Puerto Banús, and some critics have
dismissed it as “more flash than class,” it still enjoys a loyal following. Inside the com-
plex, arbor-covered walkways pass cascading water, masses of vines, and a subtropical
garden. The spacious Andalusian-Mediterranean-style accommodations have semi-
sheltered balconies. Bathrooms have tub/shower combos.
Carretera de Cádiz Km 177, 29602 Marbella. & 800/448-8355 in the U.S., or 95-282-09-00. Fax 95-277-57-66.
www.puenteromano.com. 293 units. 242€–434€ ($315–$564) double; 286€–530€ ($372–$689) suite. AE, DC, MC,
V. Free parking. By car, take the E-15 4km (21⁄2 miles) west of Marbella. Amenities: 4 restaurants; 4 bars; 3 outdoor
pools; 10 tennis courts; health club; sauna; 24-hr. room service; babysitting; laundry service/dry cleaning; nonsmok-
ing rooms; solarium; rooms for those w/limited mobility. In room: A/C, TV, dataport, minibar, hair dryer, safe.
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EXPENSIVE
Don Carlos Beach and Golf Resort One of the most dramatic hotels on
the coast, the Don Carlos rises on a set of angled stilts above a pine forest. Between
the hotel and its manicured beach, the best in Marbella, are 4 hectares (93⁄4 acres) of
award-winning gardens. With cascades of water and thousands of subtropical plants,
they require a full-time staff of 22 gardeners. The hotel’s low-lying terraces attract
high-powered conferences from throughout Europe. Each of the roomy accommoda-
tions has lacquered furniture and a bathroom with a tub/shower combo.
Carretera de Cádiz Km 192, 29604 Marbella. & 95-283-11-40. Fax 95-283-34-29. www.hotel-doncarlos.com. 241
units. 162€–296€ ($211–$385) double; 260€–587€ ($338–$763) junior suite; 436€–972€ ($567–$1,264) suite.
AE, DC, MC, V. Free parking. Amenities: 2 restaurants; 2 bars; 2 outdoor pools; 12 tennis courts; health club; sauna;
24-hr. room service; babysitting; laundry service/dry cleaning; rooms for those w/limited mobility. In room: A/C, TV,
dataport, minibar, hair dryer, safe, Wi-Fi.

El Fuerte We’d give the edge to Gran Meliá Don Pepe, but of the hotels
within Marbella proper, this resort is in a neck-to-neck race with the Fuerte Miramar.
Opening onto a good sandy beach, the hotel opened back in Marbella’s jet-setting hey-
day, but has since been completely overhauled. It is surrounded by some of the best-
maintained and most beautiful hotel gardens along the coast. Inside, decorators have
been busy, matching the draperies and adding splashes of color in the various wall-
papers. Rooms for the most part are midsize, although some are spacious, and each
comes with a tiled tub/shower combo. A beach restaurant specializes in grilled fish
based on the catch of the day. The staff here is helpful, and the amenities are excellent.
Av. El Fuerte, 29600 Marbella. & 95-286-15-00. Fax 95-282-44-11. www.fuertehoteles.com. 263 units. 175€–
220€ ($228–$286) double; 285€–368€ ($371–$478) suite. Rates include continental breakfast. AE, DC, MC, V. Free
parking outside; 6€ ($7.80) inside. Amenities: 2 restaurants; bar; 2 pools (1 indoor); nearby golf course; tennis court;
gym; spa; sauna; children’s playground; room service (8am–midnight); laundry service/dry cleaning. In room: A/C, TV,
dataport, minibar, hair dryer, safe, Wi-Fi.

Gran Meliá Don Pepe Within the confines of Marbella itself, and right next
to a good beach, this is a government-rated five-star hotel and a favorite of the rich
and famous. Meliá is a popular upmarket chain in Spain, and this is one of its finest
showcases. A short stroll from the city’s historic core, the hotel is rated gran deluxe, the
highest such accolade in Spain. All the midsize to spacious bedrooms were refurbished
in 2004, and units open onto views of the Mediterranean and well-landscaped tropi-
cal gardens. Expect tasteful fabrics, creamy colors, rich classically styled decorations,
and a vaguely Moorish motif in part. All accommodations come with luxurious tiled
bathrooms with tub and shower. To stay here is to stay in style.
José Meliá, 29600 Marbella. & 95-277-03-00. Fax 95-277-99-54. www.granmeliadonpepe.solmelia.com. 201 units.
275€–395€ ($358–$514) double; 455€–695€ ($592–$904) junior suite; from 800€ ($1,040) suite. AE, DC, MC, V.
Amenities: 4 restaurants; 2 bars; 2 outdoor pools; nearby golf; 2 tennis courts; gym; sauna; salon; 24-hr. room serv-
ice; laundry service/dry cleaning; nonsmoking rooms; rooms for those w/limited mobility. In room: A/C, TV, dataport,
minibar, hair dryer, safe.

Hotel Fuerte Miramar This hotel is more modern than its sibling, El Fuerte,
having opened on the Marbella beachfront in 2001. Its main claim to fame is its com-
plete hydrotherapy and spa center offering a wide range of treatments. The hotel is
very comfortable; its midsize to spacious bedrooms have tiled bathrooms with
tub/shower combos, along with balconies opening onto Mediterranean vistas. There
is a bright, airy feeling to the rooms and lots of carpeting and minor decoration, but
the net result is more functional than stylish. The heated outdoor pool stays in use

Kids
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early in the spring and late into the autumn. Many guests stay on the premises of this
self-contained resort at night, taking advantage of such features as an Internet room
and the good Spanish/Andalusian food.
Plaza José Luque Manzano, 29600 Marbella. & 95-276-84-00. Fax 95-276-84-14. www.fuertehoteles.com. 226
units. 160€–268€ ($208–$348) double; 260€–319€ ($338–$415) suite. AE, DC, MC, V. Free parking outdoors; 6€
($7.80) indoors. Amenities: 2 restaurants; 2 bars; outdoor pool; spa/hydrotherapy center; room service (8am–2am);
laundry service/dry cleaning. In room: A/C, TV, dataport, minibar, hair dryer, safe (for a fee).

Los Monteros For nearly half a century, this swanky government-rated five-
star establishment has been catering to the rich and famous. Golfers especially are fond
of its location right in the heart of the so-called “Golf Mile” along the coast. With its
grand Tara-like entrance, the deluxe palace will coddle you in comfort. The spacious
bedrooms are tastefully and elegantly furnished in warm hues and with imported fab-
rics. Bathrooms are well accessorized and come with tub/shower combos. All rooms
and suites feature private balconies and views to the gardens. Cuisine is one of the rea-
sons to stay here, and it’s never better than at El Zorzo, serving first-rate fusion food
(Andalusian and international). Spanish classic dishes are given a modern twist in the
Flamingo Restaurant. The beach club is one of the best along the coast; you and your
partner can lie in canopied beds. The staff helps you arrange a wide array of water-
sports, ranging from balloon rides to horseback riding.
Carretera de Cádiz, km. 187, 29600 Marbella. & 95-277-17-00. Fax 95-282-58-46. www.monteros.com. 182 units.
120€–190€ ($156–$247) double; from 590€ ($767) suite. Amenities: 2 restaurants; bar; 2 outdoor pools; gym;
sauna; 24-hr. room service; babysitting; laundry service/dry cleaning; nonsmoking rooms; units for those w/limited
mobility. In room: A/C, TV, minibar, hair dryer, safe, Wi-Fi.

Sultán Club Marbella On the outskirts of Marbella a 10-minute drive from the
center, this apartment hotel is in the residential district of Milla de Oro, just a short
walk to the beach. It opened in 1997 and is meant to evoke luxury living such as the
sultans of old enjoyed. The interior brims with tropical plants and fountains. The
apartments contain one or two bedrooms, each with a large balcony, a small dining
room, and a fully equipped kitchen, along with such extras as spacious bathrooms
with tub/shower combos.
Calle Arturo Rubinstein, 29600 Marbella. & 95-277-15-62. Fax 95-277-55-58. www.monarquehoteles.es. 76 units.
110€–250€ ($143–$325) 1-bedroom apt; 139€–299€ ($181–$389) 2-bedroom apt. AE, DC, MC, V. Parking 10€
($13). Amenities: 2 restaurants; bar; 2 pools (1 indoor); health club; spa; sauna; whirlpool; limited room service; mas-
sage; babysitting; laundry service/dry cleaning. In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer, safe.

MODERATE
El Rodeo Even though this modern hotel is just off Marbella’s main coastal
road, within walking distance of the bus station, the beach, and the Old Quarter, it is
quiet and secluded. The facilities include a newly renovated bar where many guests
and locals gather. The midsize rooms are functional; all contain bathrooms with tub/
shower combos. The hotel is open year-round; peak season rates run June through
October.
Víctor de la Serna s/n, 29600 Marbella. & 95-277-51-00. Fax 95-282-33-20. www.monarquehoteles.es. 100 units.
85€–140€ ($111–$182) double. AE, DC, MC, V. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; outdoor pool. In room: A/C, TV, safe.

Hotel Riu Rincón Andaluz In a stylish area of Marbella 1km (2⁄3 mile) from
Puerto Banús, this government-rated four-star hotel is meant to evoke a pueblo
andaluz (Andalusian village). The resort sits only 500m (1,640 ft.) from a good beach.
Lying in a park, the low-level rustic-style buildings form an ideal retreat. The large

Value
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rooms are tastefully decorated and fully equipped, and all units have at least a small
living room (those in the suites are larger). Ground-floor rooms have direct access to
the gardens; others open onto balconies.
Carretera de Cádiz Km 173, 29660 Marbella. & 95-281-15-17. Fax 95-281-41-80. www.riu.com. 227 units. 100€–
140€ ($130–$182) double; 150€–225€ ($195–$293) suite. Rates include breakfast. AE, DC, MC, V. Free parking.
Amenities: Restaurant; 2 bars; 3 pools (1 indoor); 24-hr. room service; laundry service/dry cleaning; nonsmoking
rooms. In room: A/C, TV, minibar, hair dryer, safe.

INEXPENSIVE
Hostal El Castillo At the foot of the castle in the narrow streets of the Old Town,
this small hotel opens onto a minuscule triangular area used by the adjoining convent
and school as a playground. There’s a small, covered courtyard. The spartan rooms are
scrubbed clean and have bathrooms with tub/shower combos. No breakfast is served,
and the staff only speaks a little English.
Plaza San Bernabé 2, 29600 Marbella. & 95-277-17-39. Fax 95-282-11-90. www.hotelelcastillo.com. 25 units.
35€–45€ ($46–$59) double. MC, V. Free parking. In room: TV, no phone.

Hotel Artola Golf Between Fuengirola and Marbella, .8km (1⁄2 mile) from the
beach, this charming place was originally an old staging post for travelers en route to
Gibraltar. In the 1970s it was converted into an inn. The architecture is typically
Andalusian, with a stucco and wood facade under a terra-cotta roof. A garden and patio
surround the building. The interior decoration has retained some of its historical aura
with colorful tiles plus decorative wooden wall panels and beams. The midsize rooms
are comfortably furnished and tastefully decorated, often with Moorish details. All
units have balconies and fully equipped bathrooms with tub/shower combos.
Carretera de Cádiz Km 194, 29600 Marbella. & 95-283-13-90. Fax 95-283-04-50. www.hotelartola.com. 31 units.
86€–109€ ($112–$142) double; 132€–157€ ($172–$204) suite. AE, MC, V. Free parking. Amenities: Restaurant;
bar; outdoor pool; golf course; limited room service; babysitting. In room: A/C (in some), TV.

Hotel Lima Tucked in a residential area right off the N-340/E-15 and near the
beach, the Lima is more secluded than other hotels nearby. The modern structure fea-
tures plain rooms with Spanish provincial furnishings and private balconies. All rooms
contain bathrooms with tub/shower combos.
Av. Antonio Belón, 29600 Marbella. & 95-277-05-00. Fax 95-286-30-91. www.hotellimamarbella.com. 64 units.
62€–96€ ($81–$125) double. AE, DC, MC, V. Parking 13€ ($16). Amenities: Restaurant; room service (8am–11pm);
babysitting; laundry service/dry cleaning. In room: A/C, TV, dataport, minibar, hair dryer, safe.

Linda Marbella Bargains are hard to come by in the center of Marbella,
but this is your best bet if you like more of a bed-and-breakfast–style room. The little
inn opened in 2002 and became deservedly popular almost overnight. Don’t expect
grand living, however. Accommodations are small but exceedingly well maintained
and comfortable. Bathrooms are a bit cramped but serviceable, each containing a
shower stall. Many good seafood restaurants are only a short walk away.
Ancha 21, 29600 Marbella. & 95-285-71-71. Fax 95-276-61-61. www.hotel-lindamarbella.com. 15 units. 45€–75€
($59–$98) double. MC, V. Amenities: Laundry service. In room: A/C, TV.

NEARBY PLACES  TO  STAY
Castillo de Monda In 1996, a group of entrepreneurs transformed the
crumbling ruins of an 8th-century Moorish fortress into this showplace, which lies in
a sleepy “white” village 12km (71⁄2 miles) north of Marbella. El Castillo de Monda adds
a soothing note of calm and quiet to a region that grows glitzier by the year. Rooms
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are beautifully maintained, generous in size, and traditionally furnished. Bathrooms
have tub/shower combos.
El Castillo s/n, 29110 Nonda (Málaga). & 95-245-71-42. Fax 95-245-73-36. www.costadelsol.spa.es/hotel/monda.
28 units. 113€–136€ ($147–$177) double; 194€–224€ ($252–$291) suite. MC,V. Free parking. Amenities: Restau-
rant; bar; outdoor pool; 24-hr. room service; babysitting; laundry service/dry cleaning; nonsmoking rooms. In room:
A/C, TV, hair dryer.

Golf Hotel Guadalmina In the residential area of Guadalmina, right out-
side Marbella, this resort hotel is surrounded by two scenic golf courses and the
Mediterranean. The hotel has been a landmark on the coast since 1959. All the
accommodations, both in the original building and in a new 91-room wing, are mid-
size to spacious. Bedrooms are comfortable and well furnished, and the decor is typi-
cal Andalusian. Rooms open onto the sea (these are the most desirable), one of the golf
courses, or the hotel’s gardens. Spanish and international cuisine is served at the first-
class La Terraza. Golfers check in here in droves, and families with kids love the
impressively large pool as well as the shallow kiddie pool.
Urbanización Guadalmina Baja, 29678 Marbella. & 95-288-22-11. Fax 95-288-22-91. www.hotelguadalmina.com.
178 units. 180€–290€ ($234–$377) double; 275€–480€ ($358–$624) junior suite; 425€–750€ ($553–$975)
suite. Rates include breakfast. AE, DC, MC, V. Amenities: 2 restaurants; bar; outdoor pool; 2 nearby golf courses; fit-
ness center; spa; limited room service; babysitting; laundry service/dry cleaning; rooms for those w/limited mobility.
In room: A/C, TV, minibar, hair dryer, safe, Wi-Fi.

Refugio del Juanar The former hunting lodge of King Alfonso XIII has
been turned into this hotel and restaurant, an ideal retreat from Marbella. Over the
years it has attracted both aristocrats and politicians, including Charles de Gaulle. The
refugio lies 4km (21⁄2 miles) from the town of Ojén, which is 10km (6 miles) north of
Marbella. In the heart of the Sierra Blanca, the inn stands at the southern edge of a
mountainous wilderness, Serranía de Ronda, which is inhabited by wild ibex. The
forests surrounding the inn have well-marked paths for those who want to go trekking.

Bedrooms are rather standard but comfortable, each midsize, containing a private
bathroom with tub or shower. An old-fashioned, Spanish hacienda style prevails, with
iron headboards and flowery fabrics. A log fire roars downstairs in winter and six of
the accommodations have their own fireplaces. You can also drive up from Marbella
for a lunch or dinner: The on-site restaurant serves an excellent Spanish cuisine and is
decorated in a rustic style. In autumn game is a specialty. If you’re just dropping by
for lunch while touring the area, you’ll find tasty meals costing from 28€ ($36).
Sierra Blanca s/n, 29610 Ojén. & 95-288-10-00. Fax 95-288-10-01. www.juanar.com. 26 units. 100€–115€ ($130–
$150) double; 175€–195€ ($228–$254) suite.AE, DC, MC,V. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; outdoor pool; tennis court;
room service (8am–midnight); laundry service. In room: TV, minibar, hair dryer.

WHERE TO DINE
EXPENSIVE
Buenaventura ANDALUSIAN/SPANISH Other restaurants in Marbella,
including La Hacienda, are more glamorous, but Buenaventura holds its own with
solidly reliable food at reasonably affordable prices. Located in the oldest quarter of
Marbella, it is full of charm and grace notes. The 1937 building was constructed in
the typical Andalusian style with an internal patio, hanging flowerpots, and wooden
columns. The restaurant has heavy wooden furniture. For many years, it’s been known
for excellent red wines, including the best vintages from the vineyards of the province.
Chef Francisco Gálvez will dazzle with his savory creations. He is known for his roast
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pork, perfectly flavored with cumin. He also shops for the best and freshest of fish
from the day’s catch, which he then grills. If you wish, he’ll serve the platter with a vel-
vety smooth béchamel sauce.
Plaza de la Iglesia de la Encarnación 5. & 95-285-80-69. Reservations recommended. Main courses 18€–25€
($24–$33); menú degustación 45€ ($59). MC, V. July–Aug daily 7pm–1am; Sept–June daily 12:30–4pm and
7pm–midnight.

El Portalón SPANISH/INTERNATIONAL This is one of Marbella’s most styl-
ish dining enclaves. Its urbane staff serves patrons from throughout Europe with
aplomb and obvious pride. Menu selections include some time-honored Iberian
dishes, such as suckling lamb and pig slowly roasted in a wood-burning oven, grilled
meats, and impeccably fresh fish that’s imported daily. Low-fat dishes are like those
you might expect to find at a California spa: lobster salad, grilled sea bass with a juli-
enne of fresh vegetables, and entrecôte of beef with fresh vegetables and red-wine
sauce. In an Art Deco–style pavilion called the “vinoteca,” you can enjoy an excellent
selection of wines from all over Spain. The restaurant is about a mile west of town
beside the road leading to Puerto Banús, across from the beach and adjacent to the
entrance to the Marbella Club.
Carretera de Cádiz Km 178. & 95-282-78-80. Reservations recommended. Main courses 18€–32€ ($24–$42). AE,
DC, MC, V. Mon–Sat 1–4pm and 8–11:30pm.

La Hacienda INTERNATIONAL La Hacienda, a tranquil choice 13km (8
miles) east of Marbella, serves some of the best food along the Costa del Sol. In cooler
months you can dine in the rustic tavern before an open fireplace. In fair weather, meals
are served on a patio partially encircled by open Romanesque arches. Appetizers often
include foie gras with lentils and lobster croquettes. For a main dish, try roast guinea
hen with cream, minced raisins, and port. The flavorful food is prepared with the fresh-
est ingredients and presented with style. An iced soufflé finishes the meal nicely.
Urbanización Hacienda Las Chapas, Carretera de Cádiz Km 193. & 95-283-12-67 or 95-283-11-16. Reservations
recommended. Main courses 20€–30€ ($26–$39); fixed-price menu 60€ ($78). AE, DC, MC, V. Summer daily
8:30pm–midnight; winter Wed–Sun 1–3:30pm and 8:30–11:30pm. Closed Nov.

La Meridiana ITALIAN/INTERNATIONAL If not the most sophisticated
restaurant along the Costa del Sol, La Meridiana certainly has the most romantic set-
ting, with a garden terrace, and arguably serves the best cuisine as well. A sweep of a
glass-enclosed porch has been added to the original restaurant. La Notte, a nightclub,
has opened on a nearby terrace and has become the hot spot along the coast for late-
night revelers. The menu of Italian and Andalusian specialties changes four times
yearly. You don’t just get the routine gazpacho here but such cold soups as curried
pumpkin or chilled white almond and garlic with melon and grapes. Tiny boneless
chicken comes stuffed with couscous, raisins, almonds, and spices, and there are many
high-end favorites like foie gras, Beluga caviar, lobster, and fine Ibérico ham.
Camino de la Cruz s/n. & 95-277-61-90. Reservations required. Main courses 16€–50€ ($21–$65); tasting menu
65€ ($85). AE, DC, MC, V. Daily 8:30pm–midnight. Closed Jan 9–Feb 10.

Marbella Club Restaurant INTERNATIONAL Our favorite meals here
have been on the terrace in good weather. Lunch is traditionally an overflowing buf-
fet served in the beach club. Dinners are served amid blooming flowers, flickering can-
dles, and the strains of live music—perhaps a Spanish classical guitarist, a small
chamber orchestra playing 19th-century classics, or a South American vocalist. Menu
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items, inspired by European cuisines, change with the season. You might begin with
beef carpaccio or lobster salad delicately flavored with olive oil. Specialties include one
of the coast’s most savory paellas, and tender veal cutlets from Avila.
In the Marbella Club, Bulevar Príncipe Alfonso von Hohenlohe s/n. & 95-282-22-11. Reservations recommended.
Lunch buffet 60€ ($78); dinner main courses 12€–35€ ($16–$46). AE, DC, MC, V. Summer daily 1:30–4pm and
9pm–12:30am; winter daily 1:30–4pm and 8:30–11:30pm.

Villa Tiberio ITALIAN/INTERNATIONAL Villa Tiberio’s proximity to the
upscale Marbella Club (a 5-min. walk away) ensures a flow of visitors from that elite
hotel. In what was originally built as a private villa during the 1960s, it serves the most
innovative Italian food in the region, and attracts the many northern European expa-
triates living nearby. Appetizers include thinly sliced smoked beef with fresh avocados
and oil-and-lemon dressing, and fungi fantasía (a large wild mushroom stuffed with
seafood and lobster sauce). Especially tempting is the pappardelle alla Sandro—large
flat noodles studded with chunks of lobster, tomato, and garlic. Other versions come
with cream, caviar, and smoked salmon. Main dishes include sea bass with cherry
tomatoes, basil, and black truffle oil; duck baked with orange and Curaçao liqueur;
and osso buco (braised veal shanks).
Carretera de Cádiz Km 178.5. & 95-277-17-99 or 95-282-47-72. Reservations recommended. Main courses 17€–
24€ ($22–$31); fixed-price menus 45€–50€ ($59–$65). AE, DC, MC, V. Mon–Sat 7:30pm–12:30am.

MODERATE
Ciboca SPANISH Set in the heart of Marbella’s historic medieval core, the attrac-
tive Ciboca occupies a 500-year-old building ringed with vines and flowers. Tables are
moved onto the historic square outside whenever the weather is balmy. A full roster of
Spanish wines accompanies dishes that include virtually any kind of fish. We particu-
larly like the sea bass baked in a salt crust. Also appealing is roasted lamb scented with
Andalusian herbs, and tournedos served with a perfectly made béarnaise sauce. The
staff is cooperative and hardworking.
Plaza de las Naranjos 6. & 95-277-37-43. Reservations recommended. Main courses 11€–25€ ($14–$33). MC, V.
Daily noon–11pm.

El Balcón de la Virgen SPANISH/ANDALUSIAN In an antique house in the
historic core of old Marbella, this restaurant is named after a 200-year-old statue of
the Virgin that adorns a wall niche surrounded by flowers and vines. A short walk
from the Plaza de los Naranjos, it’s popular for its good food, attentive service, and
reasonable prices. The menu—derived mostly from Andalusia and, to a lesser degree,
the rest of Spain—features Málaga-style meat stew, baked hake with olive oil and
herbs, marinated swordfish, roasted pork, and grilled filets of beef.
Remedios 2. & 95-277-60-92. Reservations recommended. Main courses 12€–19€ ($16–$25). AE, DC, MC, V.
Wed–Mon 1:30–4:30pm and 8:30pm–1:30am.

La Tirana ANDALUSIAN/SPANISH In the center of Marbella, this charmer of
a restaurant is in a 1940 Andalusian house with a Moorish-style garden. The decor is
inviting, with much use of heavy wooden furniture, mirrors, and candles. In some
ways, it evokes a country restaurant in North Africa. The skillful cooking is very up-
to-date, with inventive flavor combinations. Most diners begin with a classic bowl of
gazpacho, served here with slices of avocado. Another recommended soup is a Costa
del Sol specialty, ajo blanco a la malagueña (almond soup). For main courses, try the
savory oven-baked lamb with Moroccan-style couscous and mint sauce. Fish fanciers
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will love the fresh tuna sautéed with spices and served in a tangy tomato sauce. The
restaurant opens onto a beautiful Andalusian courtyard.
Urbanización La Merced Chica–Huerta Márquez. & 95-286-34-24. Reservations recommended. Main courses
18€–21€ ($23–$27). AE, MC, V. May–Oct Tues–Sat 8pm–midnight; Nov–Apr Tues–Sat 8:30pm–midnight, Sat–Sun
1–4pm. Closed Jan 15–Feb 15.

Marisqueria La Pescera ANDALUSIAN/INTERNATIONAL Beside a historic
square in the heart of old Marbella, this is a bustling, well-managed restaurant. It has
loyal local clientele and a reputation for serving well-prepared fish and seafood. There’s
a worthwhile roster of meat dishes, such as grilled steaks and pork filets, but most din-
ers opt for fish. Specialties range from working-class dishes such as bacalao frito (fried
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A Marbella Tasca Crawl

To really rub shoulders with the locals and experience a taste of Spain, take
your meals in the tapas bars. Marbella boasts more hole-in-the-wall tapas
bars than virtually any other resort town in southern Spain. Even if you set
out with a specific place in mind, you’ll likely be distracted en route by a
newer, older, bigger, smaller, brighter, or just plain old more interesting
joint you want to try. That’s half the fun.

Prices and hours are remarkably consistent: The coffeehouse that opens
at 7am will switch to wine and tapas when the first patron asks for it (some-
times shortly after breakfast), and then continue through the day dispens-
ing wine, sherry, and, more recently, bottles of beer. On average, tapas cost
3€ to 10€ ($3.90–$13), but some foreign visitors configure them into platos
combinados.

Tapas served along the Costa del Sol are principally Andalusian in origin,
with an emphasis on seafood. The most famous plate, fritura malagueña,
consists of fried fish based on the catch of the day. Sometimes ajo blanco, a
garlicky local version of gazpacho made with almonds, is served, especially
in summer. Fried squid or octopus is another favorite, as are little Spanish-
style herb-flavored meatballs. Tortilla (an omelet, often with potatoes) is
the most popular egg dish. Other well-known tapas include pungent tuna,
grilled shrimp, piquillos rellenos (red peppers stuffed with fish), bacalao
(salt cod), and mushrooms sautéed in olive oil and garlic.

Tapas bars line many of the narrow streets of Marbella’s historic core,
with rich pickings around Calle del Perral and, to a somewhat lesser extent,
Calle Miguel Cana. In August especially, when you want to escape wall-to-
wall people and the heat and noise of the Old Town, head for one of the
shoreline restaurants and tapas bars called chiringuitos. All serve local spe-
cialties, and you can order a full meal, a snack, tapas, or a drink. One of our
favorites is Los Sardinales, Playa de los Alicates (& 95-283-70-12), which
serves some of the best sangria in the area. Another favorite is Chiringuito
La Pesquera, Playa Marbellamar (& 95-277-03-38), where you can order a
plate of fresh grilled sardines.

Moments
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cod) to more esoteric versions of shellfish and crayfish—kept alive and healthy until
the last moment in big on-site holding tanks.
Plaza de la Victoria s/n. & 95-276-51-70. Reservations recommended. Main courses 15€–30€ ($20–$39). AE, DC,
MC, V. Daily 10:30am–midnight.

Santiago SEAFOOD/INTERNATIONAL As soon as you enter Santiago, the
bubbling lobster tanks give you an idea of what’s in store. The decor, the tapas bar near
the entrance, and the summertime patio together with fresh fish dishes make this one
of the most popular places to eat in town. Savory fish soup is well prepared and well
spiced. Follow with a generous serving of sole in champagne or grilled or sautéed tur-
bot. On a hot day the seafood salad, garnished with lobster, shrimp, and crabmeat and
served with a spicy sauce, is especially recommended. In addition to seafood, the
menu offers many meat dishes. For dessert, we suggest a serving of manchego cheese.
Paseo Marítimo 3. & 95-277-00-78. Reservations required. Main courses 12€–22€ ($16–$29).AE, DC, MC,V. Daily
1–5pm and 7pm–1am.

INEXPENSIVE
Casa de la Era ANDALUSIAN This little discovery outside Marbella lies
in a rustic house, very much in the style of an old hacienda, with internal patios dec-
orated with plants, trees, and flowers. Wooden furniture only adds to the old-fash-
ioned look, along with hanging hams and ceramics used for decoration. In addition,
the restaurant offers a beautiful terrace. On a full night the place is a whirl of color
and activity. The charming waiters rather proudly bring out the chef ’s specialties.

Our party recently enjoyed the filet of turbot with fried garlic, and the squid a la
moruna (with hot peppers). The flavor of a perfectly grilled and tender veal cutlet was
enlivened with fresh rosemary, bay leaf, zesty pepper, garlic, and onion. Believe it or
not, the taste didn’t get lost under that overload. For beefeaters, the sirloin a la ibérica
came with a sauce made of fresh bay leaf and cloves, creating a tangy and very appe-
tizing flavor.
Finca El Chorraero-Carretera de Ojén, km. 0.5. & 95-277-06-25. Reservations recommended. Main courses 9€–
19€ ($12–$25). AE, DC, MC, V. May–Oct Mon–Sat 1–4pm and 8pm–midnight; Nov–Apr Mon–Sat 1–4pm.

MARBELLA AFTER DARK
There’s more international wealth hanging out in the watering holes of Marbella, and
a wider choice of glam (or pseudoglam) discos than virtually anywhere else in the
south of Spain. Foremost among these is the chic Olivia Valere, in the Carretera Istan,
N-340 Km 0.8 (& 95-282-88-45 or 95-282-88-61). It’s open Friday and Saturday
from midnight to 7am with a cover of 30€ ($39). A fashionable place to rendezvous
at night, La Notte (no cover), Camino de la Cruz s/n (& 95-277-61-90), stands next
to the swank La Meridiana Restaurant. Decorated in a Marrakech style, it offers a ter-
race and an elegant atmosphere with rich decoration. Live music and shows are pre-
sented here during its nightly hours from 12:30pm until 4am. It is closed from
November 1 to December 21.

If you’re in the heart of historic Marbella, enjoy a night in the bodegas and taverns
of the Old Town. One that’s conveniently located adjacent to one of the town’s widest
thoroughfares is Bodega La Venensia, Plaza de los Olivos s/n (& 95-277-99-63). Its
wide choice of sherries, wines, and tapas draws lots of chattering patrons. One with a
particularly large assortment of wines is Vinacoteca, Plaza Joaquín Gómez Agüera 2
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(& 95-277-52-03). Dedicated to offering as many Spanish wines as possible, it pro-
vides the opportunity to compare the vintages produced in the surrounding region.

The best flamenco club in town is Tablao Flamenco Ana María, Plaza del Santo
Cristo 4–5 (& 95-277-11-17). We think it’s the most authentic place for foreign vis-
itors with a limited knowledge of Spanish. The long, often-crowded bar area sells
tapas, wine, sherry, and a selection of more international libations. On the stage,
singers, dancers, and musicians perform flamenco and popular songs. This is late-
night entertainment—the doors don’t open till 11:30pm, and the crowd really gets
going between midnight and 3am. Drink prices start at 25€ ($33), including cover.

Ten kilometers (6 miles) west of Marbella, near Puerto Banús, Casino Marbella,
Bajo Hotel Andalucía Plaza, Urbanización Nueva Andalucía (& 95-281-40-00), is on
the lobby level of the Bajo Hotel Andalucía Plaza resort complex at Urbanización
Nueva. Unlike the region’s competing casino at the Hotel Torrequebrada, the Marbella
does not offer cabaret or nightclub shows. The focus is on gambling, and mobs of vis-
itors from northern Europe engage with abandon. Individual games include French
and American roulette, blackjack, punto y banco, craps, and chemin de fer. Hours are
daily from noon to 5am for coin machines, and daily 7pm to 5am for the main body
of the casino. There is a 5€ ($6.50) admission charge.

You can dine before or after gambling in the Casino Restaurant (www.casino
marbella.com), a few steps above the gaming floor. The tasting menu is about 35€
($46) per person including wine. Jackets are not required for men, but shorts and 
T-shirts will be frowned on. The casino is open daily from 8pm to 2 or 4am. A pass-
port is required for admission.

6 Fuengirola & Los Boliches
32km (20 miles) W of Málaga, 104km (64 miles) E of Algeciras, 574km (356 miles) S of Madrid

The fishing towns of Fuengirola and Los Boliches lie halfway between the more famous
resorts of Marbella and Torremolinos. A promenade along the water stretches some 4km
(21⁄2 miles). Less developed Los Boliches is just .8km (1⁄2 mile) from Fuengirola.

These towns don’t have the facilities or drama of Torremolinos and Marbella, but
except for two major luxury hotels, Fuengirola and Los Boliches are cheaper. This has
attracted hordes of budget-conscious European tourists.

Santa Amalja, Carvajal, and Las Gaviotas, the best beaches, are broad, clean, and
sandy. Everybody goes to the big flea market at Fuengirola on Tuesday. It’s the largest
along the coast. Many British retirees who live in the holiday apartments nearby
attend this sprawling market, later hitting one of the Irish or British pubs for a pint
just as they did back in their home country.

ESSENTIALS
GETTING THERE From Torremolinos, take the Metro at La Nogalera station
(under the RENFE sign). Trains depart every 30 minutes. The fare is 1.15€ ($1.50).
Fuengirola is on the main Costa del Sol bus route from either Algeciras in the west or
Málaga in the east. Call Empresa Portillo, Avenida Matías Sáenz de Tejada s/n, in
Fuengirola (& 90-214-31-44; www.ctsa-portillo.com). The one-way fare is 1.60€
($2.10) from Málaga to Fuengirola or 8.20€ ($11) one-way from Algeciras to Fuen-
girola. If you’re driving from Marbella, take the N-340/E-15 east from Marbella.
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VISITOR INFORMATION The tourist office, Paseo Jesús Santos Rein 6 (& 95-
246-74-57; www.fuengirola.org), is open Monday to Friday from 9:30am to 2pm and
5 to 7pm, and Saturday from 10am to 1pm.

EXPLORING FUENGIROLA
Don’t—we repeat, don’t—come here for the attractions. There aren’t many, and you
can skip all of them without suffering cultural deprivation. Frankly, if you have a day
for sightseeing, we’d recommend that you not spend it in Fuengirola but head for the
hill town of Mijas, one of the Pueblos Blancos (white villages) of Andalusia. For com-
plete details, see chapter 9.

Fuengirola is known for its 8km (5 miles) of sandy beaches, which are set against
high-rise hotels and residential blocks. Many Spanish nationals own these summer
apartments. There is a promenade flanked by palm trees. Playa Torreblanca is one of
the most popular beaches, a stretch of fine golden sand with tranquil waters that are safe
for children. It offers watersports ranging from windsurfing to fishing and kayaking. The
beginning of Torreblanca is actually Playa de Los Olimpos, a smaller beach with golden
sand. Fishing is possible from an artificial dock, and the beach flanks a campground.
Another beach with fine golden sand is Playa Gaviotas, lying between the Fuengirola
and Torreblanca urban developments. It adjoins Playa Los Boliches. Young people flock
to this beach for windsurfing. Nearby Playa Los Boliches is the largest in the area and
the best equipped, flanked by seafood restaurants, hotels, and shops.

Playa de Fuengirola lies between Los Boliches and Playa Santa Amalia, beside the
port. This beach is usually filled with lots of pleasure craft, and many fishermen set
off from here. Playa Santa Amalia is one of the best-equipped beaches in the area. It’s
very much a family beach and is flanked by seafood restaurants, shops, and hotels.
Fishing, windsurfing, and sailing are popular pastimes.

Playa El Ejido is right before you cross the Fuengirola River on the N-340, adjoin-
ing Playa Santa Amalia. This small lake, formed before the river joins the sea, attracts
families with children to its safe waters.
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Highway of Death

The N-340—known variously as the Carretera Nacional and the Carretera
Cádiz (the road to Cádiz)—is one of the most dangerous in all of Europe.
More like a city street than a highway, it stretches for 100km (62 miles) right
through the town centers, where there are a lot of drunken revelers even
at midday, and divides urbanizaciones (overcrowded urban developments).

Even so, motorists—both Costa del Sol natives and visiting foreigners—
treat it like a raceway. There are some 100 fatalities a year. A lot of the acci-
dents are caused by Brits unfamiliar with driving on the right-hand side.
Two particularly horrendous areas are the stretch of highway between the
Málaga airport and the resort of Torremolinos to the west, and the stretch
of road west from Marbella along the highway to the port of Algeciras.

Fortunately, the opening of Autopista del Sol, a four-lane motorway, has
somewhat alleviated the dangers. This new toll expressway links Estepona
in the west to Nerja (via Málaga) in the east.
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WHERE TO STAY
Byblos Andaluz This luxurious resort with excellent recreational facilities is
in a golf-course setting 5km (3 miles) from Fuengirola and 10km (6 miles) from the
beach. The grounds contain a white minaret, Moorish arches, tile-adorned walls, and
an orange-tree patio inspired by the Alhambra grounds. The large rooms and suites
are elegantly and individually designed and furnished in Roman, Arabic, Andalusian,
and rustic styles. Private sun terraces and lavish bathrooms with tub/shower combos
add to the comfort. For many visitors, especially from Europe, the major attraction is
the Thalassotherapy Centre, considered the most advanced in Europe. Nearby are two
international class golf courses designed by Robert Trent Jones, Sr.
Urbanización Mijas Golf, 29650 Mijas Costa Málaga. & 95-247-30-50. Fax 95-247-67-83. www.byblos-andaluz.
com. 144 units. 260€–420€ ($338–$546) double; from 455€–1,230€ ($592–$1,599) suite.AE, DC, MC,V. Free park-
ing. Amenities: 3 restaurants; 2 bars; 5 pools (3 indoor); 2 golf courses; 4 outdoor lit tennis courts; health spa; sauna;
24-hr. room service; babysitting; laundry service/dry cleaning; disco; solarium. In room: A/C, TV, dataport, minibar, hair
dryer, safe.

Las Pirámides This resort, a favorite of northern Europeans and tour groups, is a
citylike compound about 46m (150 ft.) from the beach. The government-rated four-
star resort consists of two buildings connected by a hall, each with 10 floors. All the
rooms are a good size and have slick modern styling as well as terraces. Bathrooms
contain tub/shower combos. On the beach guests enjoy a wide range of watersports,
including pedal boating, water-skiing, windsurfing, parasailing, boating, and fishing.
The reception desk at the hotel can also advise about the best golf courses in the area,
and horseback riding is available near the hotel. You can also rent bikes nearby.
Calle Miguel Márquez 43, 29640 Fuengirola. & 95-247-06-00. Fax 95-258-32-97. www.hotellaspiramides.com. 320
units. 122€–167€ ($159–$217) double; 148€–182€ ($192–$237) suite. AE, MC, V. Parking 12€ ($16). Amenities:
2 restaurants; cafe; 5 bars; 2 pools (1 indoor); fitness center; car-rental desk; salon; limited room service (8am–1am);
babysitting; laundry service/dry cleaning; nonsmoking rooms; rooms for those w/limited mobility. In room: A/C, TV,
dataport, minibar, hair dryer, safe.

Villa de Laredo With a panoramic site on the waterfront promenade, this
good-value inn lies a block east of the main port. One of the more modern hotels in town,
it benefits from a central location without even attempting to equal the luxury offered on
the periphery by such resorts as Byblos Andaluz. Bedrooms are newly styled and comfort-
ably furnished, containing small bathrooms with tub and shower. Try for one of the
rooms with a small terrace opening onto the seafront promenade. The featured attraction
of the villa is its rooftop pool, opening onto views of the Paseo Marítimo.
Paseo Marítimo Rey de España 42, 29640 Fuengirola. & 95-247-76-89. Fax 95-247-79-50. www.hotelvilladelaredo.
com. 74 units. 59€–130€ ($77–$169) double. AE, DC, MC, V. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; outdoor pool; room serv-
ice; laundry service; nonsmoking rooms. In room: A/C, TV, minibar, hair dryer, safe.

WHERE TO DINE
Don Pé CONTINENTAL In hot weather, Don Pé patrons dine in a courtyard
where the roof can be adjusted to allow in light and air. In cold weather, a fire on the
hearth illuminates the heavy ceiling beams and rustic accessories. The menu features
a selection of game dishes, including medallions of venison, roast filet of wild boar,
and duck with orange sauce. The ingredients are imported from the forests and plains
of Andalusia.
Calle de la Cruz 17 (off the Av. Ramón y Cajal), Fuengirola. & 95-247-83-51. Reservations recommended. Main
courses 7€–20€ ($9.10–$26). MC, V. Mon–Sat 7pm–midnight.

Finds
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El Paso MEXICAN Chefs here give you one of the few chances along the coast to
enjoy the cuisine of another Spanish-speaking country. This 150-year-old building
was originally the hamlet’s largest plant for the canning of the local fleet’s catch of sar-
dines. You can order from a wide selection of Mexican beers and tequilas at the long
and convivial bar area, or head into either of two dining rooms for such New World
specialties as chimichangas, tortillas, burritos, fajitas, and guacamole. Any of the bar-
becued meats makes a savory main course.
Calle Francisco Cano 39, Los Boliches. & 95-247-50-94. Reservations recommended. Main courses 9€–21€
($12–$27). MC, V. Daily 6:30–11:30pm.

La Langosta INTERNATIONAL/SEAFOOD Just a stone’s throw from Fuen-
girola and 2 blocks from the beach, La Langosta is one of the best restaurants in the
area. The stylish Art Deco dining room is a welcome relief from the ever-present Iber-
ian rustic style of so many other restaurants. The menu features a variety of seafood,
as well as Spanish dishes like gazpacho andaluz and prawns al ajillo (in olive oil and
garlic). Lobster is prepared thermidor style or virtually any other way you want;
among the beef offerings is an especially succulent version of chateaubriand. The staff
is particularly well trained and helpful.
Calle Francisco Cano 1, Los Boliches. & 95-247-50-49. Main courses 13€–29€ ($17–$38); tasting menu 30€
($39). AE, DC, MC, V. Mon–Sat 7–11:30pm. Closed Dec–Jan.

Monopol SEAFOOD This popular dining spot is in a neck-and-neck race
with Patrick Bousier for the title of best restaurant in Fuengirola. With its nautical
decor and blue-and-white Mediterranean colors, it’s popular with the boating (or
yachting) set. A bright, cheery place with a friendly waitstaff, it hires chefs who prepare
some of the best and freshest-tasting seafood in the area. Lobster can be prepared sev-
eral ways, and a kettle of well-flavored mussels is always a delight. Our party happily
shared three tantalizing seafood dishes: crab au gratin, grilled prawns, and angelfish, the
latter with a delicate saffron flavoring. A kids’ menu is available on request.
Palangreros 7. & 95-247-44-48. Reservations recommended. Main courses 21€–35€ ($27–$46). AE, DC, MC, V.
Mon–Sat 8–11:30pm. Closed July 15–Aug 15.

Moochers Jazz Café & Restaurant INTERNATIONAL You can view this popu-
lar spot near the beach as both your dining and entertainment option for the night. Live
music is presented nightly in summer. You may not necessarily hear the sounds of New
Orleans, but expect blues and perhaps some rock. London expats Yvonne and Andy have
a menu different from any other in town—they specialize in huge crepes filled with
seafood, chicken, vegetables, and more. They also prepare delicious tasting vegetarian
courses as well. If you arrive before 7:30pm, there’s a 10% discount on the food.
Calle La Cruz 17. & 95-247-71-54. Reservations recommended. Main courses 8€–25€ ($10–$33). AE, MC, V. Daily
7pm–1am.

Patrick Bausier FRENCH The chef, Patrick Bausier, once cooked for
Paul Bocuse, the most famous chef in Paris. Today Patrick has forged ahead, making
his own culinary statement here. Ingredients are fresh, and every dish has a special
twist, elevating it to the sublime. Recent favorites included a supreme of turbot
sautéed in a sherry wine sauce, grilled sea bass with fresh tarragon, and sautéed sirloin
steak with a mustard sauce and a side order of wild mushrooms. The staff is especially
helpful in guiding you to what’s best and fresh on any given day, and the well-chosen
wine list features an array of Andalusian and international vintages.

Finds

Kids
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Rotonda de la Luna, Pueblo López. & 95-258-51-20. Reservations required. Main courses 12€–20€ ($16–$26);
fixed-price menu 30€ ($39). DC, MC, V. Mon–Sat 7:30–10:30pm. Closed Jan and July.

Portofino ANDALUSIAN/INTERNATIONAL In front of the Paseo Marítimo
promenade, this popular eatery was constructed in 1996 in the tasca style, meaning a
rustic-style tavern with lots of hanging plants and regional artifacts. A casual dining
room, drawing an international crowd, its kitchen fashions fresh ingredients into sev-
eral tasty concoctions, including pastas ranging from a creamy lasagna with meat to one
with vegetables only. Meat fanciers will find tender grilled pork served with port wine
sauce and fresh herbs. Shredded deer meat is also a specialty. Most diners, however,
order one of the fresh-fish dishes of the day, like the filet of sole with fresh vegetables.
A final specialty is an array of various types of potato salad. Desserts are fairly standard.
Rey de España 29, Paseo Marítimo. & 95-247-06-43. Reservations recommended. Main courses 9€–21€ ($12–
$27). AE, DC, MC, V. Tues–Sun 1:30–4:30pm and 8:30–11:30pm. Closed July 1–15 and Aug 1–15.

FUENGIROLA AFTER DARK
Plays, concerts, English-language musicals, and performances by amateur local
troupes are all regularly staged at the Salón de Varie Variétés Theater, Emancipación
30 (& 95-247-45-42). The season runs from October to May. Most tickets cost 15€
($18) for adults, half-price for children. The box office is open Monday to Friday from

C H A P T E R  1 1 . T H E  C O S TA  D E L  S O L334

The Costa: An Ode to Lost Virginity

Once the Costa del Sol was a paradise, a retreat of the rich and famous, and
in the words of British author Laurie Lee, “beautiful but exhausting and
seemingly forgotten by the world.” The world has now discovered this
Mediterranean coastline with a vengeance. A more recent description from
leading critic Kenneth Tynan denounced it as “inbred and amoral, a land of
Sodom and Gomorrah.”

Some social historians claim that the Costa del Sol—no one knows when
or how that touristy moniker debuted—had its roots in 1932 when Carlotta
Alessandri arrived, buying property west of the village of Torremolinos and
announcing that she was going to launch “a Spanish Riviera to equal the
French Riviera.” But before she could achieve her dream, the Spanish Civil
War intervened.

The marquis of Najera arrived in Torremolinos after World War II, bring-
ing his fellow bluebloods. In time, many Spanish noble families, along with
a collection of more questionable royals and aristocrats, arrived to bask in
the sun. Artists, writers like Ernest Hemingway and James Michener, even
movie stars, followed suit.

In the 1960s, hippies arrived in Torremolinos and brought their drugs with
them. You would never have known a right-wing dictator was in power:
Flower power and the wafting smell of pot filled the streets.

Turmoil in the Middle East and the 1973 oil crisis drove thousands of Arabs
to the coast, seeking safer havens. The fall of the shah of Iran drove many
other rich Iranians here. Their presence is still felt in large measure today.
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10:30am to 1:30pm and 7 to 8pm. Concerts are also presented at the Palacio de la
Paz, Recinto Ferial, Avenida Jesús Santos Rein (& 95-258-93-49 or 95-266-38-00).
This modern theater lies between Los Boliches and the town center of Fuengirola.

Otherwise, an evening in Fuengirola means hopping from one tasca to another,
indulging in tapas and wine. Much of the nightlife centers on Plaza Constitución
and along the Paseo Marítimo, but we’ll let you in on a secret: We generally skip these
and head for Plaza Yates, an enclosed square that’s the most charming in town. On
the square itself and on streets branching off it are several little tapas bars. Poke your
nose in and check them out. If one appeals, head inside.

If you’re looking for something a bit more upscale, head over to El Tostón, San
Pancracio, Alfonso XIII (& 95-247-56-32), which is also a regular restaurant—and a
good one at that. The jamón ibérico, costing 9€ ($12) per serving, is reason enough
to trek over. It’s air-conditioned inside with a terrace outside.

7 Torremolinos
15km (9 miles) W of Málaga, 122km (76 miles) E of Algeciras, 568km (353 miles) S of Madrid

This Mediterranean beach resort is Spain’s biggest. It’s known as a melting pot of vis-
itors, most of them European and American. Many relax here after a whirlwind tour

TO R R E M O L I N O S 335

In the 1970s, the London tabloids dubbed Costa the “Costa del Crime.” A
lack of extradition laws between Spain and Britain—a situation that’s since
been remedied—encouraged the arrival in Spain of dozens of “British jack-
the-lad crooks.” These embezzlers and con artists fled justice in England and
headed for the coast, where they partied extravagantly and uninhibitedly.

By the time the 1980s arrived, the reputation of the coast had largely
shifted from caviar and champagne to burgers and beer. Despite that, many
big names continued to visit. Sean Connery, for example, was an annual vis-
itor until 1998, and Antonio Banderas and Melanie Griffith own a second
home in Los Monteros on the outskirts of Marbella. Julio Iglesias has a villa
near Coín, and Bruce Willis owns a retreat outside Estepona.

Today Torremolinos, and to a lesser extent other parts of the coast, is a
place where everyone and anyone can let loose. Lager louts from the indus-
trial Midlands of England parade through the narrow streets at night pur-
suing wine, women, and drugs. Religious cultists, real-estate hawkers, Las
Vegas–style showgirls, and male hustlers in well-filled bikinis all feel at
home here. Even young Middle Eastern women, minus their burkas, can be
seen on the beach in bikinis smoking dope (illegally).

As far as letting it all hang out and having a great time, there’s nowhere
quite like Torremolinos. Confession time: In spite of our negativity, we
always have a blast in this “City of Tourists,” as the sign outside town reads.
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of Europe—the living is easy, the people are fun, and there are no historical monu-
ments to visit. Once a sleepy fishing village, Torremolinos has been engulfed in a clus-
ter of cement-walled resort hotels. Prices are on the rise, but it remains one of Europe’s
vacation bargains.

But just because Torremolinos is one of the oldest and most famous resorts along
the Costa del Sol, that doesn’t mean it’s the best: Marbella is a classier act. Because of
its ghastly concrete-block architecture, filled with cheap rooms for package tours, Tor-
remolinos has been called a holiday inferno.

It’s fashionable for travel writers to mock it. One Spanish-language guide, written for
nationals, recommends that visitors from other parts of Spain give Torremolinos “wide
berth.” Many Americans prefer to anchor in Seville, planning side trips to Granada and
Córdoba. Yet for all its detractors, this resort is a kitschy hit, attracting crowds of north-
ern Europeans who come here year after year for the sheer offbeat fun of it.

ESSENTIALS
GETTING THERE The nearby Málaga airport serves Torremolinos, and frequent
trains also run from the terminal at Málaga. For train information, call & 90-224-
02-02 or visit www.renfe.es. Buses run frequently between Málaga and Torremolinos;
call & 95-235-00-61 for schedules.

If you’re driving, take the N-340/E-15 west from Málaga or the N-340/E-15 east
from Marbella.

VISITOR INFORMATION The tourist office at the Plaza de la Independencia
(& 95-237-42-31; www.torremolinos.es) is open daily from 10am to 2pm.

GETTING AROUND Driving around Torremolinos in a car is no way to spend a
relaxing holiday. However, if you’re a daredevil in traffic, you might find a bike or
scooter rental useful. Be extremely careful, however, as the road conditions along Car-
retera de Cádiz are extremely dangerous. The best outfitter is Moto Mercado, Plaza
de las Comunidades Autónomas, along Paseo Marítimo (& 95-205-26-71; www.
rentabike.org). A valid driver’s license from your home country is required, and you
must be 18 or older to rent scooters and motorcycles. Bikes require a 50€ ($65)
deposit and are leased at a rate of 10€ ($13) daily, whereas scooters take a 100€
($130) deposit, plus 25€ ($33) per-day rental. Motorcycles also require a credit card
deposit (the price depends on the vehicle), and costs begin at 40€ ($52) per day,
going up to 120€ ($156) for the more deluxe cycles. Hours are Monday to Friday
from 9:30am to 2pm and 4:30 to 8pm, Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 2pm.

EXPLORING TORREMOLINOS & BENALMADENA
The one thing you won’t find here are the towers (torres) and windmills (molinos) that
originally gave the little fishing village its name. They have been bulldozed under and
replaced with soulless concrete bunkers. Today Torremolinos has been rechristened
“Torrie” by its hordes of package-tour devotees.

Most visitors are here for the beaches, not the mudéjar architecture. There are two:
El Bajondillo (aka Playa de Bajondill) and La Carihuela, the latter bordering the old
fishing village that is now engulfed in development. The sands are gray.

These beaches are packed in July and August, when you’ll find yourself lying next
to a dishwasher from Hamburg, a shoe salesman from Leicester, and a janitor of an
office building in Stockholm. Let the rich and famous enjoy Marbella. Torremolinos
is blue collar—and proud of it.
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Unless Torremolinos is leveled to the ground and rebuilt, it will always be a tacky
parody of a Spanish seaside resort. Even so, there have been signs of improvement,
especially in the recently finished promenade along the seafront that runs all the way
to the old fishing village of La Carihuela. It’s quite panoramic for the most part. Some
of the most offensive stores in the old quarter of Torremolinos—those hawking dil-
dos, for example—are now largely gone, and it’s amusing to wander the narrow streets
and maze of old alleys. You certainly never have to worry about getting a drink, as the
bar-per-block ratio is about 3 to 1.

City officials try to amuse their summer visitors with free events, including music
and dance festivals, even jazz concerts. There are sporting competitions as well. Ask at
the tourist office about events being staged at the time of your visit.

TORRIE ’S  HEARTLAND & LA  CARIHUELA
While visiting Torrie’s overcrowded streets, keep a close grip on your purse or wallet.
The resort is divided into two parts, the main town and the fishing village down
below. Locals, especially British expats, call the main square “Central T-town.” It cen-
ters on the traffic-clogged Plaza Costa del Sol, where you are likely to see an interna-
tional parade of passersby. The main shopping street is Calle San Miguel, hawking
some of the junkiest souvenirs in Andalusia. But, surprise, some excellent Spanish
goods will often appear in a shop selling otherwise tawdry crafts that aren’t worth
stuffing in your suitcase.

Brash, bold Plaza Nogalera in the heart of Torremolinos is active day and night.
Expect sangria bars, gay hangouts, dance clubs, tascas (taverns)—and inflated prices.
Pick and choose carefully here.

For strolling, we prefer nearby Pueblo Blanco, located off Calle Casablanca. It
doesn’t assault you quite as vigorously as Nogalera.

La Carihuela lies west of Torrie’s center and is most often approached via
Avenida Carlotta Alessandri. It has far more Spanish flavor than the town itself, and
there are many old fishermen’s cottages remaining, but none so compelling that you
have to visit for that reason.

Most visit Carihuela for its excellent fish restaurants, many of which are quite natu-
rally found along Paseo Marítimo. On a summer evening when the center of Torremoli-
nos is blistering hot, a summer promenade in Carihuela, enjoying the fresh sea breezes,
is the way to go. Andalusian families, who throng here by the thousands, seem to agree.

If you have children in tow, you can take them to Aquapark, located off the bypass
in the vicinity of the Palacio de Congresos (a convention center). This water park 
(& 95-238-88-88; www.aqualand.es) is filled with the usual attractions, including
“water mountains,” pools, artificial waves, and water chutes. Other attractions include
“kamikaze,” the highest water toboggan on the continent, and a “black hole,” com-
posed of tubes with sharp drops and turns. At least it’s a great way to cool off in sum-
mer. Charging an admission of 19€ ($25) adults, 14€ ($18) kids, it is open May,
June, and September daily from 10am to 6pm and in July and August daily from
10am to 7pm.

MORE FUN IN  BENALMADENA
Lying 9km (51⁄2 miles) west of Torremolinos, Benalmádena (also called Benálmadena-
Costa) is a virtual suburb of Torremolinos, although in the past decade it has been
making a somewhat hopeless attempt to establish its own identity.
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Package-tour operators fill up most of the hotels here. It’s not the kind of place you
should expect to pay full price. Puerto Marina Benalmádena, its yachting haven, is
its toniest part and is a popular rendezvous on a hot summer night, especially with the
youth of the area. Also intriguing is the village proper, Benalmádena-Pueblo, the
center of the Old Town or what’s left of it. It sprawls across a sierra (mountain), lying
7km (4 miles) from the coast. Unlike the heart of old Torremolinos, this pueblo hasn’t
been completely spoiled. It’ll give you a preview of what a small Andalusian town
looks like, provided you decide to venture no farther inland. The area is bounded by
shops, bars, and other services.

One of the best aquariums in Andalusia is Sea Life Benalmádena, at Puerto
Marina Benalmádena (& 95-256-01-50; www.sealife.es). In summer it is open daily
from 10am to midnight (closes at 6pm in the off season), charging an admission of
10€ ($13). Most of the fish come from local waters, including some fierce sharks,
sunfish, and rays swimming around the walk-through glass tunnel.

Tivoli World is the largest amusement park along the coast. Lying at Arroyo de la Miel
(& 95-257-70-16; www.tivoli.es), its chief attraction is a 4,000-seat open-air audito-
rium. Sometimes world-class artists perform here; check at the time of your visit. Expect
anything from Spanish ballet to flamenco to corny French cancans. There are at least
three dozen restaurants here, along with snack bars, plus a Ferris wheel and roller coast-
ers. Naturally, there are also so-called Wild West shows of the Buffalo Bill and Calamity
Jane variety. On Sunday a rather junky flea market is staged here from noon to 2pm,
when entrance costs only 1€ ($1.30). Otherwise, May to September hours are daily from
1pm to 1am (off season Sat–Sun noon–8pm). Regular admission is 6€ ($7.80).

To cap off your visit, board the teléferico (cable bar), close to Tivoli World. For
8€ ($10), you can ascend to the top of Monte Calamorro for a panoramic sweep of
the Costa del Sol. Also rewarding is a 12€ ($16) boat cruise linking Benalmádena
with Fuengirola in the west or Málaga in the east. In the peak season, there are about
four sailings per day depending on demand. Boats depart from Costasol Cruceros at
the harbor at Benalmádena. For more information or reservations, call & 95-244-
48-81 (www.costasolcruceros.com).

WHERE TO STAY
MODERATE
Hotel Cervantes The government-rated four-star Cervantes lies in a shopping
center, a 7-minute walk from the beach. It has a garden and is adjacent to a maze of
patios and narrow streets of boutiques and open-air cafes. Rooms have modern furniture
and spacious terraces; many have balconies with sea views. Bathrooms have tub/shower
combos. In midsummer this hotel is likely to be booked with tour groups from north-
ern Europe, many of whom can be seen sunning themselves on the hotel’s rooftop ter-
race. A special feature in summer is the luncheon buffet and barbecue by the pool.
Calle las Mercedes s/n, 29620 Torremolinos. & 95-238-40-33. Fax 95-238-48-57. www.hotasacervantes.com. 397
units. 93€–169€ ($121–$220) double; full board 161€–205€ ($209–$267) double. AE, DC, MC, V. Amenities:
Restaurant/cafeteria; 2 bars; 2 pools (1 indoor); health club; sauna; limited room service; babysitting; laundry
service/dry cleaning; rooms for those w/limited mobility. In room: A/C, TV, dataport, hair dryer, safe.

Hotel Isabel One of the best bargains within Torremolinos itself, as opposed to on
the outskirts, is this hotel on the beach with a series of balconied terraces for those
who demand a sea view. Fully refurbished in 2005, the hotel was built in the late
1980s. Thirty-six of its accommodations offer sea-view rooms, and naturally they are
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rented first. Units for the most part are midsize and furnished comfortably, with
matching spreads and curtains and bland art placed here and there. Tiled floors are
soothing in the heat. Each unit comes with a tiled bathroom with a tub and shower.
There is no restaurant, but literally dozens lie within a 5-minute walk from your door.
Paseo Marítimo 97, 29620 Torremolinos. & 95-238-17-44. Fax 95-238-11-98. www.hotelisabel.net. 70 units.
76€–158€ ($99–$205) double. AE, DC, MC, V. Amenities: 2 bars; outdoor pool; room service (8am–11pm); babysit-
ting; laundry service; rooms for those w/limited mobility. In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer, safe (for a fee).

Hotel Tropicana & Beach Club Completely renovated and redecorated in 2004,
this government-rated four-star hotel stands right on a beach at the beginning of the
La Carihuela coastal strip. Boasting its own beach club, Tropicana is desirable mainly
because it’s removed from the summer hysteria in the heart of Torremolinos. In honor
of its namesake, a tropical motif dominates, causing you to feel that you’re in a resort
more typically found in the Caribbean. Exotic plants, bamboo furnishings, and raffia
floor matting only add to that impression.

Some decorators tried to give a little flair to the comfortably furnished and midsize
bedrooms, each with a tub/shower combo. Most of the rooms open onto private bal-
conies with sea views. When not on the beach, most of the guests can be found sun-
ning themselves around the kidney-shape pool. Many seafood restaurants lie only a
5-minute stroll from the hotel’s door, or you can patronize Restaurante Mango, with
its terrace facing the sea. Most of the international dishes served here center around
fresh fish.
Trópico 6, 29620 Torremolinos. & 95-238-66-00. Fax 95-238-05-68. www.hotel-tropicana.net. 84 units. 96€–155€
($125–$202) double. Rates include continental breakfast. AE, DC, MC, V. Free parking. Amenities: Restaurant; bar;
outdoor pool; beach club; game room; 24-hr. room service; babysitting; laundry service. In room: A/C, TV, dataport,
minibar, hair dryer, safe.

Meliá Costa del Sol Centrally located, this hotel lies on the seafront along Playa
de Bajondillo, a 10-minute walk from the shopping area of Torremolinos. The mid-
size rooms are modern and well maintained, and each has a well-kept bathroom with
a tub/shower combo. However, the hotel is popular with package tour groups, so you
may not feel a part of things if you come alone.
Paseo Marítimo 11, 29620 Torremolinos. & 800/336-3542 in the U.S., or 95-238-66-77. Fax 95-238-64-17. www.
solmelia.es. 540 units. 75€–150€ ($98–$195) double; 236€–330€ ($307–$429) suite. AE, DC, MC, V. Free parking.
Amenities: Restaurant; 2 bars; outdoor pool; salon; 24-hr. room service; babysitting; laundry service/dry cleaning;
nonsmoking rooms; disco; rooms for those w/limited mobility. In room: A/C, TV, dataport, minibar, hair dryer, safe.

Roc Lago Rojo In the heart of the fishing village of La Carihuela, Roc Lago Rojo
is the finest place to stay. It stands only 45m (150 ft.) from the beach and has its own
gardens and sunbathing terraces. Built in the 1970s and renovated at least once since
then, it offers tastefully decorated studio-style rooms. All rooms have terraces with
views. Bathrooms have showers. In the late evening there is disco dancing.
Miami 5, 29620 Torremolinos. & 95-238-76-66. Fax 95-238-08-91. www.roc-hotels.com. 144 units. 45€–34€
($59–$44) double. Children 2–12 50% discount. Rates include breakfast. AE, DC, MC, V. Amenities: Restaurant; bar;
outdoor pool; babysitting; laundry service/dry cleaning. In room: A/C, TV, safe.

Sol Don Pablo One of the most desirable hotels in the center of Torremolinos,
Don Pablo is in a modern building a minute from Playa de Bajondillo, surrounded by
its own garden and playground areas. The surprise is the glamorous interior, which
borrows heavily from Moorish palaces and medieval castle themes. Arched-tile arcades
have splashing fountains, and the grand staircase features niches with life-size stone
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nudes. The comfortably furnished rooms have sea-view terraces, and bathrooms have
tub/shower combos.
Calle Bajondillo 36, 29620 Torremolinos. & 95-238-38-88. Fax 95-238-37-83. www.soldonpablo.solmelia.com. 443
units. 88€–164€ ($114–$213) double. Rates include buffet breakfast. AE, DC, MC, V. Amenities: Restaurant; 2 bars;
lounge; 2 pools (1 indoor); limited room service; babysitting; laundry service/dry cleaning. In room: A/C, TV, minibar,
hair dryer, safe.

INEXPENSIVE
El Tiburón Constructed in 1963 and lying 60m (196 ft.) from La Carihuela
beach, this medium-size hotel is one of the most affordable accommodations in the
area to the immediate west of Torremolinos, and many of its devotees book rooms
here year after year. It looks like an inviting, overgrown Mediterranean seaside house,
with a beautiful terrace overlooking the water and the shade of palm trees. Life
revolves around a central patio in the classic Andalusian style. The small to midsize
bedrooms are traditionally and comfortably furnished, each with a tub/shower combo.
Things tend to be sterile, not lavish, but it’s so affordable you don’t expect too much.
Some 32 of the bedrooms open onto their own private terraces, and some of the
accommodations are suitable for triple use. There is no restaurant, but some excellent
seafood eateries lie only minutes from your doorstep.
Los Nidos 7, 29620 Torremolinos. & 95-238-13-11. Fax 95-238-22-44. www.hoteltiburon.com. 40 units. 44€–75€
($57–$98) double. AE, DC, MC, V. Amenities: Bar; outdoor pool; laundry service. In room: TV, safe (for a fee), fan.

Hotel El Pozo This hotel isn’t for light sleepers—it’s in one of the liveliest sec-
tions of town, a short walk from the train station. It’s usually filled with budget trav-
elers, including many students from northern Europe. The lobby level has professional
French billiards, heavy Spanish furniture, and a view of a small courtyard. From your
window or terrace, you can view the promenades below. The small rooms, which con-
tain tub/shower combos, are furnished in a simple, functional style—nothing special,
but the price is right.
Casablanca 2, 29620 Torremolinos. & 95-238-06-22. Fax 95-238-71-17. 28 units. 40€–65€ ($52–$85) double. DC,
MC, V. Amenities: Bar. In room: A/C, TV, safe.

Hotel Los Jazmines Located on one of the best beaches in Torremolinos, Los
Jazmines faces a plaza at the foot of the shady Avenida del Lido. Sun-seekers will find
it replete with terraces, lawns, and an irregularly shaped swimming pool. The small
rooms (all doubles) seem a bit impersonal but have their own little balconies and com-
pact bathrooms with tub/shower combos. From here, it’s a good hike up the hill to the
town center.
Av. de Lido 6, 29620 Torremolinos. & 95-238-50-33. Fax 95-237-27-02. www.hotellosjazmines.com. 100 units.
53€–85€ ($69–$111) double. AE, DC, MC, V. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; pool. In room: A/C, TV, safe.

Miami The Miami, near the Carihuela section, might remind you of a
1920s Hollywood movie star’s home. High walls and private gardens surround the
property. Fuchsia and bougainvillea climb over the rear patio’s arches, and a tile ter-
race is used for sunbathing and refreshments. The country-style living room contains
a walk-in fireplace, and the compact rooms are furnished in a traditional, comfortable
style and contain bathrooms with tub/shower combos. Each has a balcony. Breakfast
is the only meal served.
Calle Aladino 14, 29620 Torremolinos. & 95-238-52-55. www.residencia-miami.com. 26 units. 36€–59€ ($47–$77)
double. No credit cards. Free parking. Amenities: Bar; outdoor pool; laundry service. In room: A/C, safe.

Finds

Value

Value

TO R R E M O L I N O S 341

15_100615 ch11.qxp  3/21/07  12:03 AM  Page 341



NEARBY PLACES  TO  STAY
Where Torremolinos ends and Benalmádena-Costa to the west begins is hard to say.
Benalmádena is packed with hotels, restaurants, and tourist facilities.

Hotel Torrequebrada In the late 1980s this became one of the largest gov-
ernment-rated five-star luxury hotels along the Costa del Sol, and it is without a doubt
the most luxurious place to stay in the greater Torremolinos area. Five kilometers (3
miles) west of Torremolinos, it opens onto its own beach and offers a wide range of
facilities and attractions. Because of its casino, it is the favorite hotel for gamblers. The
spacious, handsomely furnished rooms have large terraces with sea views, and bath-
rooms have tub/shower combos.
Av. del Sol s/n, 29630 Benalmádena. & 95-244-60-00. Fax 95-244-57-02. www.torrequebrada.com. 350 units.
213€–257€ ($277–$334) double; 276€–322€ ($359–$419) suite. AE, DC, MC, V. Parking 10€ ($13). Amenities: 2
restaurants; 2 bars; 3 pools (1 indoor); tennis court; health club; 2 saunas; salon; 24-hr. room service; babysitting;
laundry service/dry cleaning; nonsmoking rooms; casino; rooms for those w/limited mobility. In room: A/C, TV, data-
port, minibar, hair dryer, safe.

La Fonda What is sorely missing in most hotels in Benalmádena and Torre-
molinos is an inn with true Andalusian flavor. La Fonda succeeds in filling in that gap,
lying in an attractive building on one of the more charming streets in a village without
many other grace notes. The hotel bills itself as an oasis of tranquillity, and so it is.

The main building itself is filled with plants, regional artifacts, and local furnish-
ings, and is built in the typically Mediterranean villa style, whitewashed and studded
with little balconies. The hotel also rents studios and apartments, which are distrib-
uted throughout four small buildings 50m to 180m (164–590 ft.) from the main inn
itself. These are more impersonal and furnished in a comfortable though somewhat
generic international style. In all, there are 11 studios, 20 one-bedroom apartments,
and eight two-bedroom apartments, each with a private bathroom with a tub/shower
combo. Each unit comes with marble floors, flowery fabrics, and whitewashed walls.
Many open onto views of the sea while others front an interior and typically Andalu-
sian courtyard. The on-site pool is heated in winter.

Under different management but in the same building is a restaurant that’s the
training ground for the official hotel and catering school based in Málaga. You can
check it out for lunch only, Monday to Friday.
Santo Domingo 7, in the Sierra de los Castillejos. & 95-256-83-24. Fax 95-256-82-73. www.fondahotel.com. 39
units. 65€–99€ ($85–$129) double; 40€–70€ ($52–$91) studio; 53€–95€ ($69–$124) apt for 2–3 persons;
63€–110€ ($82–$143) apt for 4–5 persons. AE, DC, MC, V. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; outdoor pool. In room: TV,
A/C, minibar, hair dryer, safe.

WHERE TO DINE
The cuisine in Torremolinos is more American and Continental than Andalusian. The
hotels often serve elaborate four-course meals, but you might want to sample more
casual local offerings. A good spot to try is the food court La Nogalera (& 95-238-
15-00), the major gathering place between the coast road and the beach. Head down
Calle del Cauce to this compound of modern whitewashed Andalusian buildings.
Open to pedestrian traffic only, it’s a maze of passageways, courtyards, and patios for
eating and drinking. You can find anything from sandwiches and pizza to Belgian waf-
fles and scrambled eggs.

Finds
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AT THE  TORREMOLINOS SEAFRONT
Cetus INTERNATIONAL Spanish gourmet guides generally concede that this
seafront-bordering restaurant is the finest choice within the bustling heart of Torre-
molinos proper—and we concur. For other good restaurants, you have to head down
to the fishing village of La Carihuela or else fan out to those establishments at
Benalmádena to the west. This elegant 1977 house has been decorated with wooden
furnishings and creamy colors, providing an inviting spot for dining. Try to reserve a
table on the terrace overlooking the sea. We recently enjoyed a creamy red lobster dish
served with rice. The kitchen also offers a number of delightful meat dishes. Particu-
larly recommended are the lamb ribs sweetened with honey and flavored with fresh
spices and the tender sirloin cooked with port wine sauce and served with fresh veg-
etables, many from the fields of Andalusia.
Paseo Marítimo. & 95-237-41-18. Reservations recommended. Main courses 16€–30€ ($21–$39). AE, DC, MC, V.
Mon–Sat 1–4pm and 7–11pm.

AT LA  NOGALERA
El Gato Viudo SPANISH El Gato Viudo has been a local dining tradition for almost
40 years. Simple and amiable, this old-fashioned tavern occupies the street level and
cellar of a building off Calle San Miguel and offers sidewalk seating. The menu includes
such good dishes as grilled fish; marinated hake; roasted pork, steak, and veal; calamari
with spicy tomato sauce; grilled shrimp; and shellfish or fish soup. The atmosphere is
informal, and the staff is accustomed to coping with diners from virtually everywhere.
La Nogalera 11. & 95-238-51-29. Main courses 9€–20€ ($12–$26). AE, DC, MC, V. Daily noon–4pm and
6pm–midnight.

AT LA  CARIHUELA
If you want to get away from the high-rises and honky-tonks, head to nearby La Car-
ihuela. In the old fishing village on the western outskirts of Torremolinos, you’ll find
some of the best bargain restaurants. Walk down the hill toward the sea to reach the
village.

Casa Juan SEAFOOD In a modern-looking building in La Carihuela, this
seafood restaurant is about 1.6km (1 mile) west of Torremolinos’s center. Menu items
include selections from a lavish display of fish and shellfish prominently positioned
near the entrance. You might try mariscada de mariscos (shellfish), a fried platter of
mixed fish, cod, kabobs of meat or fish, or paella. Of special note is lubina a la sal—
sea bass packed in layers of roughly textured salt, broken open at your table, and
deboned in front of you. When the restaurant gets busy, as it often does, the staff is
likely to rush around hysterically—something many local fans think adds to its charm.
Calle San Gines 18–20, La Carihuela. & 95-237-35-12. Reservations recommended. Main courses 10€–25€
($13–$33). AE, DC, MC, V. Tues–Sun 12:30–4:30pm and 7:30–11:30pm. Closed Dec.

Figón de Montemar SPANISH/ANDALUSIAN One of the better restaurants
of Torremolinos, Figón de Montemar lies near the beach and like so many others is dec-
orated with glass, tiles, and various nautical paraphernalia. Its chefs call its cuisine
cocina de mercado, which means its menus are based on what was good and fresh at the
market that day, including the daily seafood catch. From the mountains in the distance
comes lamb that is perfectly roasted and seasoned with garlic and spices and served with
a mint sauce. Merluza (hake) is baked with fresh spices, and fresh codfish is prepared
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in a delightful red sauce. Want something more adventurous? You can also order oxtail,
a local specialty. Desserts are typical selections, hardly worth saving room for.
Av. Espada 101. & 95-237-26-88. Reservations recommended. Main courses 12€–20€ ($16–$26). AE, DC, MC, V.
Mon noon–1:30pm; Tues–Sat noon–1:30pm and 5:30–8pm. Closed Jan 15–Feb 15.

AT BENALMADENA
Casa Fidel SPANISH/ANDALUSIAN During the afternoon you put aside to
wander on foot in Benalmádena-Pueblo (the Old Town section of Benalmádena-
Costa), perhaps on a shopping spree, consider this rustic restaurant for a lunch
stopover. If you’re staying in the area, you can also visit for dinner. In the cooler
months a big roaring fireplace greets you, but in summer the shaded courtyard is more
alluring. Large wooden beams and dark furnishings evoke the Andalusia of yesteryear.

Unlike Ventorrillo de la Perra (see below), the menu here is quite up-to-date. Chefs,
using market-fresh ingredients, lure you with inventive recipes. Among the two signa-
ture appetizers on the menu are zucchini tantalizingly stuffed with goat cheese, a per-
fect combination, or red pepper soup laced with fresh cream and given added flavor
with spring onions. If you’re visiting in the windy off season, the big T-bone steak for
two is a perfect choice. It is well flavored with lots of garlic and grilled to your speci-
fications. For lighter fare, try the succulent king prawns flavored with tangy shallots
fresh from the garden and garbanzo beans. Desserts are standard, although the cooks
make a perfect flan. Regrettably, the employees’ attitude seems to be modeled on the
restaurant’s namesake.
Maestra Ayala 1. & 95-244-91-65. Reservations recommended. Main courses 12€–28€ ($16–$36). MC, V.
Thurs–Mon 1–3:30pm; Wed–Mon 7:30–10pm. Closed Aug.

Mar de Alborán BASQUE/ANDALUSIAN This restaurant’s elegantly airy
decor is appropriate for its location near the sea, just a short walk from the resort’s
Puerto Marina. It serves the specialties of both Andalusia and the Basque region of
northern Spain. Menu items might include cold terrine of leeks; kokotxas, the Basque
national dish of hake cheeks in green sauce with clams; anglerfish with prawns; or foie
gras served with sweet Málaga wine and raisins. The restaurant’s game dishes (avail-
able in season) are renowned. Dessert might be a frothy peach mousse with purée of
fruit and dark-chocolate sauce.
Alay 5. & 95-244-64-27. Reservations recommended. Main courses 14€–28€ ($18–$36); tasting menu 45€ ($56).
AE, DC, MC, V. Sun 1:30–4pm; Tues–Fri 1:30–4pm and 8:30pm–midnight; Sat 8:30pm–midnight. Closed Dec 22–Jan 22.

Ventorrillo de la Perra ANDALUSIAN/SPANISH If you’d like to eat at
a good restaurant while visiting Tivoli World, try this old inn from 1785, one of the
oldest restaurants we’ve found along the Costa del Sol. In this theme park where every-
thing looks as if it were built in 1972 out of concrete, this is a nostalgic journey back
to Andalusia of the 1800s. It’s the way the Costa del Sol used to be before the invad-
ing hordes conquered it.

You can eat on a shaded patio, ideal on a summer day, or head for the intimate din-
ing room with its cozy bar. Andalusian cured hams hang from the ceiling. You may think
you know what gazpacho is until you order gazpacuelo malagueño, which is actually
served warm. It’s a combination of both rice and potatoes, enlivened with fresh shrimp.
Another typical soup specialty is ajo blanco, a cold almond soup, heavy on the garlic.
Almonds appear again in a sauce with your order of rabbit (conejo). Lamb appears fre-
quently on the menu as does fresh fish based on the day’s catch. What’s the catch here?
The food is good but the staff seems to go out of their way to be unhelpful.

Finds
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Av. Constitución 115 Km 13, Arroyo de la Miel. & 95-244-19-66. Reservations recommended. Main courses
10€–25€ ($13–$33). AE, DC, MC, V. Tues–Sun 1–4pm and 8pm–midnight. Closed Nov.

TORREMOLINOS AFTER DARK
Torremolinos has more nightlife than any other spot along the Costa del Sol. The ear-
liest action is always at the bars, which stay lively most of the night, serving drinks and
tapas. Sometimes it seems that in Torremolinos there are more bars than people, so
you shouldn’t have trouble finding one you like. Note that some bars are open during
the day as well.

We like the Bar Central, Plaza Andalucía, Bloque 1 (& 95-238-27-60), for coffee,
brandy, beer, cocktails, limited sandwiches, and pastries, served indoors or on a large,
French-style covered terrace. It’s a good spot to meet people. Prices begin at 1.10€ to
1.35€ ($1.45–$1.75) for a beer, 3€ to 3.60€ ($3.90–$4.70) for cocktails. Open
Monday through Saturday from 8am to 10pm (later in summer).

La Bodega, San Miguel 40 (& 95-238-73-37), relies on its colorful clientele and
the quality of its tapas to draw customers, who seem to rank this place above the
dozens of other tascas in this popular tourist zone. Many guests come here for lunch
or dinner, making a satisfying meal from the plentiful bar food. You’ll be lucky if you
find space at one of the small tables, but once you begin to order—platters of fried
squid, pungent tuna, grilled shrimp, tiny brochettes of sole—you might not be able
to stop. Most tapas cost 2€ ($2.60). A beer costs 1.50€ to 1.70€ ($1.95–$2.20), a
hard drink at least 3.50€ to 4€ ($4.55–$5.20). Open daily from 12:30 to 5pm and
7:30pm to midnight.

Ready to dance off all those tapas? El Palladium, Palma de Mallorca (& 95-238-
42-89), a well-designed nightclub in the town center, is one of the most convivial in
Torremolinos. Strobes, spotlights, and a loud sound system set the scene. There’s even
a swimming pool. Expect to pay 3.50€ ($4.55) or more for a drink; cover is 8€ ($10),
including one drink after 11pm. Open from 11pm to 6am in summer months only.

For flamenco, albeit it of a touristy kind, head for Taberna Flamenca Pepe López,
Plaza de la Gamba Alegre (& 95-238-12-84), in the center of Torremolinos. In an old
house (at least old in the Torremolinos sense), this is a tavern-style joint with darkened
wooden furnishings. Many of the artists come from the boîtes of Seville and Granada,
and they perform nightly at 10pm April to October. Shows are substantially less fre-
quent during the cooler months, and confined mainly to the weekends—call to con-
firm first. The 28€ ($36) cover includes your first drink and the show.

Gay men and women from throughout northern Europe are almost always in resi-
dence in Torremolinos; if you want to meet some of them, consider a drink or two at
Isadora, La Nogalera 714 (no phone), open daily 6pm to dawn. Other options, all
around La Nogalera, include Anfora, La Nogalera 521 (no phone, same hours as
Isadora), which does not get busy till well after 10pm, and Morbos, La Nogalera 113
(no phone), which is open from 6pm till 5am. The most popular gay disco in town is
the Passion, Av. Palma de Mallorca (no phone), which plays popular dance music for
a very cruisy crowd from 10pm to 6am.

One of the Costa del Sol’s major casinos, Casino Torrequebrada, Avenida del Sol,
Benalmádena-Costa (& 95-244-60-00; www.casinotorrequebrada.net), is on the
lobby level of the Hotel Torrequebrada (see “Nearby Places to Stay,” above). It has
tables devoted to blackjack, chemin de fer, punto y banco, and two kinds of roulette.
The casino is open daily from 9pm to 5am. The nightclub offers a flamenco show
year-round at 10:30pm Tuesday to Saturday nights; in midsummer there might be
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more glitz and more frequent shows (ask when you get there or call). Nightclub acts
begin at 10:30pm (Las Vegas revue) and 11:30pm (Spanish revue). The restaurant is
open nightly from 9pm to midnight. Casino admission is 3€ ($3.90); admission to
both shows, casino, and cabaret/nightclub is 35€ ($46), with dinner, 69€ ($90).
Bring your passport to be admitted.

8 Málaga ¡
548km (340 miles) S of Madrid, 132km (82 miles) E of Algeciras

Málaga is a bustling commercial and residential center with an economy that doesn’t
depend exclusively on tourism. With a population of 560,000, Málaga is not only the
capital of the Costa del Sol but also Andalusia’s largest coastal city. It was the birth-
place of Pablo Picasso, and a museum devoted to the artist is its chief attraction today.

In spite of its crime, noise, pollution, and traffic, it is also the cultural capital of the
coast, with more museums and historic monuments than any other resort in this
chapter. For most rail and air passengers, Málaga is the gateway to the Costa del Sol,
but most visitors move on to other resorts in the east or west before nightfall.

However, those who linger in Málaga find much to reward them, including the
city’s casco antiguo, the cultural heart of the Old Town. Linger at least long enough to
taste the sweet Málaga wine, famous since antiquity and served from 500-liter barrels
in little tascas and bodegas.

Paseo del Parque is the center of town. It begins at Plaza de la Marina (you’ll find
underground parking here) and curves to the east. This is a palm-lined pedestrian
promenade filled with banana trees and fountains, even duck-filled ponds.

The beaches, for the most part, are popular for their bars, not their gritty, grayish
sands. Paseo Marítimo runs along La Malagueta Beach, but even better are the beaches
lying to the east of Baños de Carmen and El Palo.

ESSENTIALS
GETTING THERE Travelers from North America must transfer for Málaga in
Madrid or Barcelona. From within Europe, some airlines (including British Airways
from London) offer nonstop flights to Málaga. Iberia has frequent service and even
more flights offered through its affiliate airline, Binter. Flights can be booked through
Iberia’s reservations line (& 800/772-4642 in the U.S., or 90-240-05-00 in Spain;
www.iberia.com).

At least five trains a day arrive in Málaga from Madrid (trip time: 4 hr.). Three
trains a day connect Seville and Málaga (3 hr.). For ticket prices and rail information
in Málaga, call RENFE (& 90-224-02-02; www.renfe.es).

Buses from all over Spain arrive at the terminal on the Paseo de los Tilos, behind
the RENFE offices. Buses run to all the major Spanish cities, including eight buses per
day from Madrid (trip time: 7 hr.), five per day from Córdoba, and 10 per day from
Seville. Call & 95-235-00-61 in Málaga for bus information.

From resorts in the west (such as Torremolinos and Marbella), you can drive east
along the N-340/E-15 to Málaga. If you’re in the east at the end of the Costa del Sol
(Almería), take the N-340/E-15 west to Málaga, with a stopover at Nerja.

VISITOR INFORMATION The tourist office at Pasaje de Chinitas 4 (& 95-
130-89-11; www.andalucia.org) is open Monday to Friday from 9am to 8pm, Satur-
day from 10am to 7pm, and Sunday from 10am to 2pm.
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SPECIAL EVENTS The most festive time in Málaga is the first week in August,
when the city celebrates its reconquest by Ferdinand and Isabella in 1487. The big
feria (fair) is an occasion for parades and bullfights. A major tree-shaded boulevard,
the Paseo del Parque, is transformed into a fairground featuring amusements and
restaurants.

EXPLORING MALAGA
Unlike the rest of the Costa del Sol, Málaga has several historical sites of interest.

Alcazaba The remains of this ancient Moorish palace are within easy walking
distance of the city center, off the Paseo del Parque. Plenty of signs point the way up
the hill. The fortress was erected in the 9th or 10th century, although there have been
later additions and reconstructions. Ferdinand and Isabella stayed here when they
reconquered the city. With orange trees and purple bougainvillea making the grounds
even more beautiful, the view overlooking the city and the bay is among the most
stunning on the Costa del Sol.
Plaza de la Aduana, Alcazabilla. & 95-221-60-05 or 95-232-72-30. Admission 1.80€ ($2.35). Museum Tues–Sun
8:30am–8pm. Bus: 4, 18, 19, 24, or 135.

Castillo de Gibralfaro On a hill overlooking Málaga and the Mediterranean are
the ruins of an ancient Moorish castle-fortress of unknown origin. It is near the gov-
ernment-run parador and might easily be tied in with a luncheon visit.

Warning: Do not walk to Gibralfaro Castle from town. Readers have reported
muggings along the way, and the area around the castle is dangerous. Take the bus
from the cathedral.
Cerro de Gibralfaro. Admission 1.80€ ($2.35). Daylight hours. Microbus: 35, leaving hourly from cathedral.

Fundación Picasso A well-told tale concerns the birth of Picasso: In October
1891, when the artist was born, he was unable to draw breath until his uncle blew
cigar smoke into his lungs. Whether this rather harsh entry into the world had any
effect on his work is mere speculation. What cannot be denied is the effect he was to
have on the world. He was born in a five-story building in the heart of Málaga’s his-
toric quarter; this is where he spent the first 17 months of his life. Today the house is
both headquarters of the Picasso Foundation and a library for art historians. The
Picasso family lived on the second floor, called Casa Natal. Regrettably, the original
furnishings are long gone. What you’ll see today is a permanent exhibit of Picasso
ceramics, sculpture, and engravings. The museum mounts temporary exhibitions fea-
turing avant-garde works from Picasso’s time.
Plaza de la Merced 15. & 95-206-02-15. www.fundacionpicasso.es. Admission 1€ ($1.30). Mon–Sat 10am–8pm;
Sun 10am–2pm.

Málaga Cathedral This 16th-century Renaissance cathedral in Málaga’s center,
built on the site of a great mosque, suffered damage during the Spanish Civil War.
However, it remains vast and impressive, reflecting changing styles of interior archi-
tecture. Its most notable attributes are the richly ornamented choir stalls by Ortiz,
Mena, and Michael. The cathedral has been declared a national monument.
Plaza Obispo.& 95-221-59-17. Admission 3€ ($3.90). Mon–Sat 10am–6:30pm. Closed holidays. Bus: 14, 18, 19, or 24.

Museo Picasso Málaga In the old quarter of the city, a short walk from
Picasso’s birthplace, a museum has opened displaying some of his important works. The
new museum combines a restored 16th-century mudéjar palace, Palacio de Buenvista,
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with a series of modernist buildings that evoke the Pueblos Blancos in the hills above
Málaga. The Spanish dictator Franco detested Picasso, his politics, and his “degenerate
art,” and refused the artist’s offer to send paintings from France to Málaga in the 1950s.
Ultimately, the collection here was made possible by two of Picasso’s heirs: his son Paulo’s
wife, Christine Ruiz-Picasso, and Bernard, Christine and Paulo’s son. Many of the art-
works are virtual family heirlooms, including paintings depicting one of the artist’s
wives, such as Olga Kokhlova with Mantilla, or one of his lovers, Jacqueline Seated. Basi-
cally this is the art Picasso gave to his family or the art he wanted to keep for himself—
in all, more than 200 paintings, drawings, sculpture, ceramics, and graphics. Some other
notable works on display—many of them never on public view before—include Bust of
a Woman with Arms Crossed Behind Her Head, Woman in an Armchair, and The Eyes of
the Artist. There is also a memorable painting of Picasso’s son, done in 1923.
San Agustín 8. & 95-260-27-31. www.museopicassomalaga.org. Combined permanent collection and exhibitions
8€ ($10); half-price for seniors, students, and children 11–16; free for children under 11. Tues–Thurs 10am–8pm;
Fri–Sat 10am–9pm.

SHOPPING
The region around Málaga produces artfully rustic pottery, which makes a nice gift or
souvenir. A handful of appealing outlets are scattered throughout the city’s historic
core. Ceramica La Vistillas, Carretera Mijas Km 2 (& 95-245-13-63; www.ceramica
lasvistillas.com), is located about 2km (11⁄4 miles) from Málaga’s center.

WHERE TO STAY
For such a large city in a resort area, Málaga has surprisingly few hotels. Book well in
advance, especially if you want to stay in a parador.

EXPENSIVE
AC Málaga Palacio The leading hotel in the town center, the Palacio opens
onto a tree-lined esplanade near the cathedral and the harbor. Most balconies offer
views of the port, and below you can see horses pulling century-old carriages. The
midsize rooms are traditionally furnished and have firm beds and bathrooms with
tub/shower combos. The street-floor lounges mix antiques with more modern furnish-
ings. One Toronto couple writes that the breakfast buffet is excellent but you “can’t
get a hot cup of coffee here no matter how you try.”
Cortina del Muelle 1, 29015 Málaga. & 95-221-51-85. Fax 95-222-51-00. www.ac-hoteles.com. 214 units. 128€–
180€ ($166–$234) double; 251€–353€ ($326–$459) suite. AE, DC, MC, V. Parking 24€ ($31) nearby. Bus: 4, 18, 19,
or 24. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; outdoor pool; fitness center; sauna; 24-hr. room service; babysitting; laundry serv-
ice/dry cleaning; nonsmoking rooms; rooms for those w/limited mobility. In room: A/C, TV, minibar, hair dryer.

Hotel Larios On the main street of the Old Town, a 5-minute walk from the
Picasso Museum, this hotel ranks just behind the parador as the most desirable place
to stay in town. The interior is contemporary and stylish, with a terrace opening onto
a panoramic view of the city. The midsize rooms are decorated in a minimalist but
stylish way. All have comfortable furnishings, including bathrooms with tub/shower
combos, and the suites come with whirlpool tubs. Because of the hotel’s popularity,
you should book well in advance.
Calle Marqués de Larios 2, 29005 Málaga. & 95-222-22-00. Fax 95-222-24-07. www.hotel-larios.com. 41 units.
120€–158€ ($156–$205) double; 140€–192€ ($182–$250) suite. AE, DC, MC, V. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; 24-
hr. room service; babysitting; laundry service/dry cleaning; nonsmoking rooms. In room: A/C, TV, minibar, hair dryer,
safe, Wi-Fi.
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Parador de Málaga-Gibralfaro Restored in 1994, this is one of Spain’s oldest,
most tradition-heavy paradors. It enjoys a scenic location high on a plateau near an old
fortified castle. Overlooking the city and the Mediterranean, it has views of the bullring,
mountains, and beaches. Rooms have private entrances, living-room areas, and wide
glass doors opening onto private sun terraces. Bathrooms have tub/shower combos.
Castillo de Gibralfaro s/n, 29016 Málaga. & 95-222-19-02. Fax 952-22-19-04. www.parador.es. 38 units.
140€–192€ ($182–$250) double. AE, DC, MC, V. Free parking. Take the coastal road, Paseo de Reding, which
becomes Av. de Pries and then Paseo de Sancha. Turn left onto Camino Nuevo and follow the small signs. Ameni-
ties: Restaurant (see “Where to Dine,” below); bar; outdoor pool; limited room service; laundry service/dry cleaning;
nonsmoking rooms; currency exchange; rooms for those w/limited mobility. In room: A/C, TV, dataport, minibar, hair
dryer, safe.

Tryp Guadalmar Drenched in sunlight, this nine-story modern hotel sits
across from a private beach 3km (2 miles) west of the center of Málaga. It benefited
from a radical renovation and takeover by the well-respected Tryp chain. Accommoda-
tions are spacious, airy, and simply furnished; each room has a private sea-view balcony
and a bathroom with tub/shower combo. Families check in here to use the beach in
front, one of the safest in the area. The staff plans activities for children from June to
September, including swimming lessons. An air of anonymity prevails as the staff strug-
gles with constant exposure to the comings and goings of large numbers of vacationers.
Calle Mobydick 2, Urbanización Guadalmar, 29004 Málaga. & 95-223-17-03. Fax 95-224-03-85. www.solmelia.
com. 196 units. 172€ ($224) double; 310€ ($403) junior suite; 420€ ($546) suite. Children under 12 stay half-price
in parent’s room. AE, DC, MC, V. Free parking. Amenities: 2 restaurants; 3 bars; 2 pools (1 indoor); health club;
Jacuzzi; sauna; limited room service (7:30am–11pm); babysitting; laundry service/dry cleaning; nonsmoking rooms;
rooms for those w/limited mobility. In room: A/C, TV, dataport, minibar, hair dryer, safe.

MODERATE
Don Curro Right in the center of Málaga, just around the corner from the cathe-
dral, this is a typical government-rated three-star hotel 100m (328 ft.) from Malagueta
Beach. Traditional in style, it is half a century old, although it was last renovated in
2004. Most of the rooms are midsize, a mix of classical and modern decor, with lots
of wooden furniture. The most desirable rooms are those in the more modern wing at
the rear of the building. Each room comes with a tiled bathroom with tub/shower
combo. The hotel is family run and extends a welcoming atmosphere. Public rooms
are paneled in wood, and there is a cozy fireplace lounge.
Sancha de Lara 7, 29015 Málaga. & 95-222-72-00. Fax 95-221-59-46. www.hoteldoncurro.com. 112 units. 97€–
108€ ($126–$140) double; 107€–139€ ($139–$181) suite. Children under 12 stay free in parent’s room. AE, DC,
MC, V. Parking 13€ ($17). Amenities: Restaurant; bar; room service (8am–2am); laundry service/dry cleaning. In
room: A/C, TV, dataport, minibar, hair dryer (in some), safe, Wi-Fi.

Hotel Los Naranjos The well-maintained Hotel los Naranjos is one of the
more reasonably priced choices in the city. It’s 1.6km (1 mile) from the heart of town
on the eastern side of Málaga, past the Plaza de Toros (bullring), near the best beach
in Málaga, the Baños del Carmen. The hotel offers midsize, contemporary rooms.
Some bathrooms have only showers. Breakfast (which costs extra) is the only meal
served.
Paseo de Sancha 35, 29016 Málaga. & 95-222-43-19. Fax 95-222-59-75. www.hotel-losnaranjos.com. 41 units.
100€–112€ ($130–$146) double; 126€–142€ ($164–$185) suite. AE, DC, MC, V. Parking 10€ ($13). Bus: 11.
Amenities: Restaurant; bar; limited room service; laundry service/dry cleaning. In room: A/C, TV, dataport, minibar,
hair dryer, safe.

Value

Kids
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NH Málaga Lying in the commercial and historic center, this 1999 hotel is not near
a beach but convenient for sightseeing and shopping. Next to the Puente (bridge) de
la Esperanza, it is a functional and well-managed choice with soundproof windows
cutting down on the traffic noise. Its bedrooms, furnished with wooden floors and
mainly dark furnishings, are a bit small. The adjoining bathrooms with tub/shower
combos are also small. There is a wide variation in the price of rooms. Only four are
in the expensive category, and they are virtually junior suites, the best in the house.
Otherwise, accommodations here are quite affordable. For such a standard chain for-
mat, there are surprising extras such as a choice of pillows (firm, soft, duvet), and
deluxe toiletries.
Av. Río Guadalmedina s/n, 29007 Málaga. & 95-207-13-23. Fax 95-239-38-62. www.nh-hoteles.com. 133 units.
95€–245€ ($124–$319) double. Rates include continental breakfast. AE, DC, MC, V. Free parking. Amenities:
Restaurant; 2 bars; gym; sauna; car rental; 24-hr. room service; babysitting; laundry service/dry cleaning; rooms for
those w/limited mobility. In room: A/C, TV, dataport, minibar, hair dryer, Wi-Fi.

Parador de Málaga Golf A tasteful resort hotel created by the Spanish gov-
ernment, this hacienda-style parador is flanked by a golf course on one side and the
Mediterranean on another. From January of 2005 to June of 2007, it has been under-
going a total renovation to make it better than ever. It’s less than 3km (2 miles) from
the airport, 11km (61⁄2 miles) from Málaga, and 4km (21⁄2 miles) from Torremolinos.
Rooms have private balconies with water views. Some units have whirlpool tubs, oth-
ers just tiled showers. The furnishings are attractive, and the beds are excellent.

The restaurant has an indoor/outdoor dining room and a refined country-club
atmosphere. The Spanish dishes range from 12€ to 27€ ($16–$35).
Carretera de Málaga, Apartado de Correos 324, 29080 Torremolinos, Málaga. & 95-238-12-55. Fax 95-238-89-63.
www.parador.es. 60 units. 125€–160€ ($163–$208) double; 185€–200€ ($241–$260) suite. AE, DC, MC, V. Free
parking. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; lounge; outdoor pool; golf course; tennis courts; limited room service; babysit-
ting; laundry service/dry cleaning; nonsmoking rooms; rooms for those w/limited mobility. In room: A/C, TV, dataport,
minibar, hair dryer, safe.

INEXPENSIVE
El Cenachero Opened in 1969, this modest little hotel is 5 blocks from the park
near the harbor. The nicely carpeted rooms are simply and functionally furnished; half
have showers, the rest full bathrooms. No meals are served.
Barroso 5, 29001 Málaga. & 95-222-40-88. 14 units. 40€–50€ ($52–$65) double. No credit cards. Bus: 4 or 14.
Amenities: Lounge. In room: TV.

Hostal Derby This is an amazing discovery not because it’s an exceptional
place to stay—it’s not—but because it charges prices the town hasn’t seen since the
Franco era. A fourth-floor boardinghouse, it’s in the heart of town, on a main square
directly north of the train station. Some of the rather basic, cramped rooms have
excellent views of the Mediterranean and the port of Málaga. Most units have a
shower only. No breakfast is served, and the hotel is very light on extras.
San Juan de Dios 1, 29015 Málaga. & 95-222-13-01. 16 units, 12 with bathroom. 35€ ($46) double with sink;
38€–48€ ($49–$62) double with bathroom. No credit cards. Bus: 7, 9, 12, 14, 15, 16, or 17. Amenities: Lounge.

Hotel Residencia Carlos V This hotel is in a central location near the cathedral,
with an interesting facade decorated with wrought-iron balconies and miradores (view-
ing stations). It’s a reliable, conservative choice. The small rooms are furnished in a no-
frills style, but they’re well maintained and equipped with bathrooms containing
tub/shower combos.

Value
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Cister 10, 29015 Málaga. & 95-221-51-20. Fax 95-221-51-29. www.hotel-carlosv.com. 50 units. 58€–66€
($75–$86) double. AE, DC, MC, V. Parking 10€ ($13). Bus: 3 from the rail station. Amenities: Breakfast room. In
room: A/C, TV.

A LUXURIOUS  PLACE  TO  STAY NEARBY
Hotel La Bobadilla An hour’s drive northeast of Málaga, La Bobadilla is the
most luxurious retreat in southern Spain. It is a secluded oasis in the foothills of the
Sierra Nevada near the town of Loja, which is 71km (44 miles) north of Málaga. La
Bobadilla is a 21km (13-mile) drive from Loja.

The hotel complex is built like an Andalusian village, a cluster of whitewashed casas
constructed around a tower and a white church. Every casa has a roof terrace and a
balcony overlooking the olive-grove–studded district. Each is sumptuous and individ-
ually designed, from the least expensive doubles to the most expensive King’s Suite
(which has plenty of room for bodyguards). All rooms have extravagant bathrooms
containing tub/shower combos. The hotel caters to a pampered coterie of interna-
tional guests, and the service is perhaps the finest in Spain.

The hotel village stands on a hillside, on 404 hectares (1,000 acres) of private,
unspoiled grounds. If you get bored in this lap of luxury, you can always drive to
Granada, an hour away. Should you decide to marry your companion at the resort,
there’s a chapel with a 9m-high (30-ft.) organ and 1,595 pipes.

Haute cuisine is prepared in the formal dining room, La Finca, which specializes in
fresh shellfish and paellas but also includes some local specialties such as marinated
partridge. The other restaurant, El Cotijo, serves local favorites such as gazpacho,
seafood rice, small codfish cakes, and fresh sardines roasted on bamboo sticks.
Finca La Bobadilla, Apartado 144E, 18300 Loja (Granada). & 95-832-18-61. Fax 95-832-18-10. www.barcelola
bobadilla.com. 62 units. 264€–303€ ($343–$394) double; 342€–391€ ($445–$508) suite. Rates include breakfast.
AE, DC, MC, V. Free parking. From the Málaga airport, follow signs toward Granada, but at Km 175 continue through
the village of Salinas. Take road marked SALINAS/RUTE; after 3km (2 miles), follow signposts for hotel to the entrance.
Amenities: 2 restaurants; bar; 2 pools (1 indoor); 2 outdoor unlit tennis courts; fitness center; sauna; whirlpool;
salon; 24-hr. room service; babysitting; laundry service/dry cleaning; horseback riding; rooms for those w/limited
mobility. In room: A/C, TV, dataport, minibar, hair dryer, safe.

WHERE TO DINE
EXPENSIVE
Café de París FRENCH/SPANISH Café de París, Málaga’s best restaurant, is
in La Malagueta, the district surrounding the Plaza de Toros (bullring). Proprietor José
García Cortés worked at many important dining rooms before carving out his own
niche. His son, José Carlos García, is the chef. Much of Cortés’s cuisine has been
adapted from classic French dishes to please the Andalusian palate. You might be served
crepes gratinées filled with baby eels or local whitefish baked in a salt crust. Stroganoff
is given a Spanish twist with the use of ox meat. Save room for the creative desserts,
such as citrus-flavored sorbet made with champagne or custard-apple mousse.
Vélez Málaga 8. & 95-222-50-43. Reservations required. Main courses 18€–26€ ($23–$34); menú del día 35€
($46); tasting menu 70€ ($91). AE, DC, MC, V. Tues–Sat 1:30–3:30pm and 8:30–11pm. Closed July 1–15. Bus: 13.

Escuela de Hostelería MEDITERRANEAN We were surprised and
pleased to discover this restaurant that’s part of a hotel and catering school housed in
a villa from the 1800s. It’s 8km (5 miles) outside Málaga and 3km (13⁄4 miles) from
the international airport. In business since the early 1990s, this place is mainly patron-
ized by discerning locals with a taste for good food. The menu is changed monthly.

Finds
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Dishes are no mere student experiments, but carefully crafted dishes. Freshly caught
merluza (hake) is perfectly prepared with zesty mussels and mushrooms in a parsley-
laced sauce. In autumn, loin of deer might appear on the menu with a chestnut purée.
An excellent dish we recently sampled was loin of beef broiled and served with a red-
wine sauce. Another specialty that frequently appears is ham-covered filet of pork
served with a Málaga wine sauce. The desserts are made fresh daily and are sumptuous.
The villa is old but the dining room adjoining it is modern, opening onto a garden.
Finca La Cónsula, Churriana. & 95-262-25-62 or 95-243-60-26. Reservations required. Main courses 12€–22€
($16–$29); fixed-price lunch 30€ ($39). AE, DC, MC, V. Mon–Fri 1–4pm. Closed Aug.

MODERATE
Adolfo INTERNATIONAL/ANDALUSIAN Along the ocean-bordering Paseo
Marítimo, this restaurant has been one of the best and most reliable in Málaga ever
since opening to instant success in the mid-1990s. The decor is regional, with hard-
wood floors and exposed brick walls. Backed up by an excellent wine list strong on
Andalusian vintages, the restaurant has a friendly, helpful staff. Well worth ordering
are such daily specials as hake in a green sauce and duck glazed with a sweet wine. The
big favorite here, often ordered on festive occasions, is roast suckling pig flavored with
garden herbs. Two other delicious choices are stewed anglerfish with prawns and wild
mushrooms and roast baby kid in a rosemary-flavored honey sauce.
Paseo Marítimo Pablo Ruiz Picasso 12. & 95-260-19-14. Reservations recommended. Main courses 12€–20€
($16–$26). AE, DC, MC, V. Mon–Sat 1:30–4pm and 8:30–11pm. Closed June.

El Chinitas SPANISH/MEDITERRANEAN In the heart of Málaga, a short
walk from the tourist office, is this well-established restaurant. Many regular patrons
consume a round of tapas and drinks at the associated Bar Orellana next door (which
maintains the same hours, minus the midafternoon closing), and then head to Chini-
tas for a meal. The place is often filled with locals, always a good sign. The menu
changes but might include a mixed fish fry, grilled red mullet, shrimp cocktail, grilled
sirloin, or shellfish soup. The service manages to be both fast and attentive.
Moreno Monroy 4. & 95-221-09-72. Reservations recommended. Main courses 8€–22€ ($10–$28). DC, MC, V.
Daily 1–4pm and 8pm–midnight.

Parador de Málaga-Gibralfaro SPANISH This government-owned restaurant,
on a mountainside high above the city, is especially notable for its view. You can look
down into the heart of the Málaga bullring, among other sights. Meals are served in
the attractive dining room or under the arches of two wide terraces with views of the
coast. Featured dishes include hors d’oeuvres parador—your entire table will be covered
with tiny dishes full of tasty tidbits. Two other specialties are an omelet of chanquetes
(tiny whitefish popular in this part of the country) and chicken Villaroi. Otherwise,
the quality of the food varies greatly.
Monte Gibralfara. & 95-222-19-02. Main courses 11€–23€ ($14–$30); fixed-price menu 28€ ($36). AE, DC, MC,
V. Daily 1–4pm and 8:30–11pm. Microbus: 35.

INEXPENSIVE
For more inexpensive dining options, see “Málaga After Dark,” below.

Refectorium SPANISH Located behind the Málaga bullring, this place becomes
hectic during any bullfight, filling up with fans and often, after the fight, with the
matadors too. The cuisine has an old-fashioned flair, and the servings are generous.
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Try a typical Málaga soup, ajo blanco con uvas (cold almond soup flavored with garlic
and garnished with big muscatel grapes). Another classic opener is garlicky mush-
rooms with bits of ham. The fresh seafood is a delight, including rape (monkfish) and
angler; lamb might be served with a saffron-flavored tomato sauce. Desserts are like
Mama made, including rice pudding.
Calle Cervantes 8. & 95-221-89-90. Reservations recommended on weekends and at bullfights. Main courses
6€–18€ ($7.80–$23). AE, DC, MC, V. Mon–Sat 1:30–5pm and 8pm–midnight.

Restaurante El Corte Inglés SPANISH Although it originated to lure shoppers
into Málaga’s best department store, this restaurant quickly developed a clientele of its
own, and today enjoys a stream of steady customers who come here to eat, not just to
shop. On the sixth floor of El Corte Inglés, it offers an array of salads, hot and cold
meats, and fish. The setting is dignified and comfortable, and the staff is well trained.
You might try green peppers stuffed with shellfish, filet of pork in pepper-cream sauce,
or sirloin steak with spices. There’s a long wine list.
In El Corte Inglés department store, Av. de Andalucía 4–6. & 96-207-65-00. Main courses 8€–22€ ($10–$29). AE,
DC, MC, V. Mon–Sat 10am–9:30pm. Bus: 15.

MALAGA AFTER DARK
The fun of nightlife in Málaga is just wandering, although there are a few standout
destinations. More than just about any other city in the region, Málaga offers night
owls the chance to stroll a labyrinth of inner-city streets, drinking wine at any conven-
ient tasca and talking with friends and new acquaintances.

Start out along the town’s main thoroughfare, Calle Larios, adjacent to the city’s
port. Off Calle Larios, you can gravitate to any of the tascas, discos, and pubs lining
the edges of the Calle Granada. Particularly fun and atmospheric is La Posada, Calle
Granada 33 (& 95-221-70-69).

If you want to eat well and cheaply, do as the locals do and head for the taverns
described below. Don’t expect a refined experience, but the food is some of the most
enjoyable and least expensive in Málaga. You can easily fill up on two or three orders
of tapas because portions are extremely generous.

The entrance to Bar Logüeno, Marín García 9 (& 95-222-30-48), is behind a
wrought-iron-and-glass door. It leads into a stucco-lined room decorated in a local
tavern style—enough hams, bouquets of garlic, beer kegs, and sausages to feed a vil-
lage for a week. However, there’s hardly enough room to stand, and you’ll invariably
be jostled by a busy waiter shouting “Calamari!” to the cooks.

Nearby, an all-pedestrian street, Calle Compagnía, and a square, the Plaza
Uncibaj, are home to simpler tascas. Completely unpretentious (and in some cases
without any discernable name), they serve glasses of wine and tapas similar to those
available from their neighbors.

A popular dance bar is Carma, Calle Luis de Velázquez 5 (no phone), and Cosa
Nuestra, Calle Las Lazcano 5. Don’t even think of heading there before 11pm, but the
music will probably continue till at least 4am.

The main theater in the province is Teatro Cervantes, Ramos Marin s/n (& 95-
222-41-09; www.teatrocervantes.es), which opened its doors in the second half of the
19th century. Reopened in 1987 after a long closure by Queen Sofia, this is an elegant
yet austere building. Its programs include plays in Spanish, but also a number of con-
certs and flamenco entertainment of interest to all. The major performances of the
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Málaga Symphony Orchestra are staged here in winter. The theater is open from mid-
September until the end of June; its box office is open Monday to Saturday from
11am to 2pm and 6 to 8pm.

9 Nerja ™
52km (32 miles) E of Málaga, 168km (104 miles) W of Almería, 548km (340 miles) S of Madrid

Nerja is known for its good beaches and small coves, its seclusion, its narrow streets
and courtyards, and its whitewashed flat-roofed houses. Nearby is one of Spain’s great-
est attractions, the Cave of Nerja.

At the mouth of the Chillar River, Nerja gets its name from the Arabic word nar-
ixa, meaning “bountiful spring.” Its most dramatic spot is the Balcón de Europa
(Balcony of Europe) , a palm-shaded promenade jutting out into the Mediterranean.
The walkway was built in 1885 in honor of a visit from the Spanish king Alfonso XIII
in the wake of an earthquake that had shattered part of nearby Málaga. To reach the
best beaches, head west from the Balcón and follow the shoreline.

ESSENTIALS
GETTING THERE At least 18 buses per day make the 11⁄2-hour trip from Málaga.
From Almería, eight buses a day take 31⁄2 to 4 hours. Call the bus station, Avenida Pes-
cia s/n (& 95-252-15-04), for information and schedules.

If you’re driving, head along the N-340/E-15 east from Málaga or take the N-340/
E-15 west from Almería.

VISITOR INFORMATION The tourist office at Puerta del Mar 2 (& 95-252-
15-31; www.nerja.org) is open Monday to Friday from 10am to 2pm and 4:30 to
7pm, Saturday from 10am to 1pm.

SPECIAL EVENTS A cultural festival takes place here in July. In the past it has
drawn leading artists, musicians, and dancers from around the world.

EXPLORING THE CUEVA DE NERJA
The most popular outing from Málaga and Nerja is to the Cueva de Nerja (Cave of
Nerja) , Carretera de Maro s/n (& 95-252-95-20; www.cuevadenerja.es). Scientists
believe this prehistoric stalactite and stalagmite cave was inhabited from 25,000 to
2000 B.C. It was undiscovered until 1959, when a handful of boys found it by chance.
When fully opened, it revealed a wealth of treasures left from the days of the cave
dwellers, including Paleolithic paintings. They depict horses and deer, but as of this
writing the room with cave paintings is not open to the public. The archaeological
museum here contains a number of prehistoric artifacts. You can walk through stu-
pendous galleries where ceilings soar to a height of 60m (200 ft.).

The cave is in the hills near Nerja. From here you get extensive views of the coun-
tryside and sea. It’s open daily from 10am to 2pm and 4 to 6:30pm. Admission is 7€
($9.10) adults, 3.50€ ($4.55) children 6 to 12, free for children under 6. Buses to the
cave leave from Muelle de Heredia in Málaga hourly from 7am to 8:15pm. Return
buses run every 2 hours until 8:15pm. The journey takes about 1 hour.

WHERE TO STAY
EXPENSIVE
Hotel Riu Mónica This government-rated four-star hotel is an isolated beach-
front location about a 10-minute walk from the Balcón de Europa. In a seven-story
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building, the comfortable, good-size rooms were recently renovated and have private
balconies and midsize bathrooms with tub/shower combos.
Playa de la Torrecilla s/n, 29780 Nerja. & 95-252-11-00. Fax 95-252-11-62. www.riu.com. 234 units. 80€–190€
($104–$247) double. AE, DC, MC, V. Free parking. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; outdoor pool; kids’ pool; outdoor unlit
tennis court; children’s playground; limited room service; babysitting; laundry service/dry cleaning; nonsmoking
rooms; night club entertainment; rooms for those w/limited mobility. In room: A/C, TV, minibar, hair dryer, safe.

Parador de Nerja This government-owned and -rated four-star hotel is on
the outskirts of town, a 5-minute walk from the center. On the edge of a cliff, next to
the sea, the hotel centers on a flower-filled courtyard with splashing fountain. The spa-
cious rooms are furnished in understated but tasteful style, and the midsize bathrooms
have tub/shower combos.
Calle Almuñécar 8, 29780 Nerja. & 95-252-00-50. Fax 95-252-19-97. www.parador.es. 98 units. 117€–182€
($152–$237) double; 260€–280€ ($338–$364) suite. AE, DC, MC, V. Free parking. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; out-
door pool; tennis courts; limited room service; babysitting; laundry service/dry cleaning; nonsmoking rooms; rooms
for those w/limited mobility. In room: A/C, TV, dataport, minibar, hair dryer, safe.

MODERATE
Carabeo There is no more tranquil oasis in Nerja than this little inn, one
of our favorite stopovers along the coast—and it’s very affordable as well. A boutique
hotel of charm and sophistication, Carabeo lies in the old sector of town in a typical
Andalusian house, but is also within an easy walk of the center and a 5-minute walk
to a good beach. Taste and care have gone into the comfortable furnishings, and the
place is filled with antiques and original art. The bedrooms are generally spacious,
each with a small bathroom with a tub/shower combo. Each is individually furnished,
with well-chosen fabrics—in all, the British owners have created a rather homelike
feel. The five nicest rooms open onto views of the sea. These sea-view bedrooms also
contain a terrace large enough to shelter sun beds and a small table for breakfast.
There’s even a good restaurant on-site, with a contemporary Mediterranean cuisine
that uses regional products, especially the fresh catch of the day. Children under 12
not accepted at the hotel.
Hernando de Carabeo 34, 29780 Nerja. & 95-252-54-44. Fax 95-252-17-34. www.hotelcarabeo.com. 12 units.
66€–185€ ($86–$241) double. Rates include continental breakfast. AE, DC, MC, V. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; out-
door pool; exercise room; sauna; 24-hr. room service; laundry service/dry cleaning. In room: A/C, TV, minibar, hair
dryer, safe.

Hotel Balcón de Europa Occupying the best position in town, at the edge of the Bal-
cón de Europa, this 1970s hotel offers guest rooms with private balconies overlooking the
water and the rocks. At a private beach nearby, parasol-shielded tables are a peaceful place
to enjoy the vista. The comfortable, midsize rooms have modern furniture and firm beds.
Bathrooms have tub/shower combos. There’s a private garage a few steps away.
Paseo Balcón de Europa 1, 29780 Nerja. & 95-252-08-00. Fax 95-252-44-90. www.hotelbalconeuropa.com. 110
units. 89€–182€ ($116–$237) double; 167€–218€ ($217–$283) suite. AE, DC, MC, V. Parking 8€ ($9.60). Ameni-
ties: 2 restaurants; bar; outdoor pool; sauna; limited room service; babysitting; laundry service. In room: A/C, TV, mini-
bar, hair dryer, safe.

Hotel Perla Marina Next to a good beach, Torrenueve, and within walking dis-
tance from the center of town, this well-run hotel was built in 1990 but has frequently
been renovated. With its whitewashed walls and balconies for some bedrooms, it is a
light, airy choice, very Mediterranean in style. The hotel’s most attractive feature is a
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landscaped area looking out to the sea. During the high season, guests are entertained
by flamenco shows and live music. Bedrooms are on the small side but well furnished,
often with dark wood pieces, and each unit has a tiled bathroom with tub and shower.
Mérida 7, 29780 Nerja. & 95-252-33-50. Fax 95-252-40-83. www.hotelperlamarina.com. 106 units. 85€–135€
($111–$176) double; 140€–180€ ($182–$234) suite. AE, DC, MC, V. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; outdoor pool;
rooms for those w/limited mobility. In room: A/C, TV, minibar upon request, hair dryer.

Plaza Cavana In the center of town, just behind El Balcón de Europa and
a short walk from the beach, this two-story hotel is imbued with old-fashioned Andalu-
sian charm. It lies behind a typical white facade with wooden balconies. The lobby has
a classic decor with marble floors, and there is a garden patio where guests can relax.
Rooms are elegant, spacious, and comfortable, and open onto balconies with either sea
or mountain views. The neatly kept bathrooms have tub/shower combos.
Plaza Cavana 10, 29780 Nerja. & 95-252-40-00. Fax 95-252-40-08. 39 units. 70€–120€ ($91–$156) double. AE,
DC, MC, V. Parking 10€ ($13). Amenities: Restaurant; bar; 2 pools (1 indoor); Jacuzzi; sauna; laundry service/dry
cleaning. In room: A/C, TV, minibar, hair dryer, safe.

INEXPENSIVE
Hostal Miguel The family-run Miguel is a pleasant, unpretentious inn on a quiet
back street about a 3-minute walk from the Balcón de Europa, across from the well-
known Pepe Rico Restaurant. The simply furnished, somewhat small rooms have been
renovated to add more Andalusian flavor. Bathrooms have shower stalls. Breakfast is
the only meal served, usually on a lovely rooftop terrace with a view of the mountains
and sea.
Almirante Ferrándiz 31, 29780 Nerja. & 95-252-15-23. 9 units. 25€–50€ ($33–$65) double. MC, V. Amenities:
Breakfast room. In room: Fridge, no phone.

Paraíso del Mar Next door to the more upmarket Parador de Nerja, this
little hacienda also offers a panoramic view of the coastline. The former home of a
wealthy expatriate has been turned into this comfortable villa lying near the edge of a
cliff opening onto the fabled Balcón de Europa. Bedrooms are tastefully furnished but
not luxurious, and four of them come with tub bathrooms; the others have showers
only. Most people request a sea-view room; the rooms in the rear that lack views make
up for it by being larger or including a Jacuzzi. You can instead absorb that view from
one of the hotel’s public terraces.
Prolongación del Carabeo 22, 29780 Nerja. & 95-252-16-21. Fax 95-252-23-09. www.jpmoser.com/paraisodel
mar.html. 16 units. 77€–125€ ($100–$163) double; 108€–150€ ($140–$195) suite. AE, DC, MC, V. Parking 10€
($13). Amenities: Breakfast room; bar; outdoor pool; laundry service/dry cleaning. In room: A/C, TV, minibar, hair
dryer, safe.

WHERE TO DINE
Casa Luque INTERNATIONAL With its impressive canopied and bal-
conied facade near the heart of town, Casa Luque looks like a dignified private villa.
The interior has an Andalusian courtyard, and in summer there’s a sea-view terrace.
Dishes are tasty and portions are generous. Meals change according to the season and
might include Andalusian gazpacho, pork filet, or grilled meats. The limited selection
of fish includes grilled Mediterranean grouper.
Plaza Cavana 2. & 95-252-10-04. Reservations recommended. Main courses 9€–20€ ($12–$26). DC, MC, V. Daily
1:30–3:30pm and 7:30–11pm.

Value
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El Colono ANDALUSIAN El Colono is a family place just made for a night of
Spanish fun. Near the Balcón de Europa, it’s a 3-minute walk from the main bus stop
in Nerja. Guitar music and flamenco dancing are the entertainment highlights in this
2-century-old tavern where the set menus include local specialties like duck with gin-
ger, paella, and a zarzuela (seafood with cognac sauce). If you just want a glass of wine,
you can still enjoy the shows (three per evening, from 8pm until “the wee hours”).
Granada 6. & 95-252-18-26. Reservations required.Wed and Fri flamenco shows with fixed-price menus 25€–35€
($33–$46); Thurs main courses 10€–18€ ($13–$23). No credit cards. Wed–Fri 7:30–11:30pm. Closed Nov–Jan.

Pepe Rico Restaurant INTERNATIONAL Opened in 1966, Pepe Rico is one
of Nerja’s finest restaurants. Dine in a tavern room or alfresco on the patio. The spe-
cialty of the day, which might be a Spanish, German, Swedish, or French dish, ranges
from almond-and-garlic soup to duck in wine. The impressive list of hors d’oeuvres
includes smoked swordfish, salmon mousse, and prawns pil-pil (with hot chile pep-
pers). Main dishes include filet of sole, roast leg of lamb, prawns Café de Paris, and
steak dishes. Considering the quality of the food, the prices are reasonable.
Almirante Ferrándiz 28. & 95-252-02-47. Reservations recommended. Main courses 12€–18€ ($16–$23); fixed-
price menu 10€ ($13) at lunch, 24€ ($31) at dinner. MC, V. Mon–Sat 12:30–3pm and 7–11pm. Closed 2 weeks in
Dec and 1 week in Jan.

Restaurante Rey Alfonso SPANISH/INTERNATIONAL Few visitors to the
Balcón de Europa realize they’re standing directly above one of the most unusual
restaurants in town. The restaurant’s menu and decor don’t hold many surprises, but
the close-up view of the crashing waves makes dining here worthwhile. Have a drink
at the bar if you don’t want a full meal. Specialties include a well-prepared paella valen-
ciana, Cuban-style rice, five preparations of sole (from grilled to meunière), several
versions of tournedos and entrecôte, crayfish in whisky sauce, and crêpes suzette for
dessert. You enter from the bottom of a flight of stairs that skirts the rocky base of a
late-19th-century mirador (viewing station), which juts seaward as an extension of the
town’s main square.
Paseo Balcón de Europa s/n. & 95-252-09-58. Reservations recommended. Main courses 7€–18€ ($9.10–$23).
DC, MC, V. Mon–Sat noon–3pm and 7–11pm. Closed Nov 15–Dec 15.

Udo Heimer SPANISH/PORTUGUESE A German, who named the restaurant
after himself, welcomes you to his friendly precincts, a stylish Art Deco villa in a mod-
ern development east of the center. This restaurant serves top-quality food. If it goes
with your food, we recommend you request a delectable and hard-to-find white wine
called Gran Caus. We are especially drawn to his signature dishes such as young
pigeon in a port wine sauce, served with fresh vegetables. You might also opt for tar-
tar de lubina, raw sea bass cut into thin slices and seasoned with bay leaf. From the
hills comes a tender lamb, roasted perfectly and seasoned with rosemary and thyme.
The dessert specialty is memorable, a mango ravioli with a mousselike texture.
Pueblo Andaluz 27. & 95-252-00-32. Reservations recommended. Main courses 17€–30€ ($22–$39). AE, DC, MC,
V. Daily 7pm–midnight. Closed Jan.
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Appendix:
Southern Spain in Depth

The sea brought the cultures of the East to Andalusia long before civilization had
come to other parts of Spain. Empires from the East came and went, none more
notable than the Moors, who arrived from North Africa.

1 History 101
IN THE BEGINNING
The Bronze Age Kingdom of Tartessus
was founded sometime in the 1st millen-
nium B.C. Establishing itself at the mouth
of the Río Guadalquivir, bordering Seville
and Huelva provinces, Tartessos (its
Greek name) flourished for centuries. By
siding and trading with the Greeks, it
encouraged the wrath of Carthage. That
African kingdom sent its fleets across the
Mediterranean to destroy the centuries-
old Tartessus civilization.

After bloody battles with the Carthagin-
ian forces of Hannibal and his generals,
Romans reigned over Andalusia. Rome
sent General Publius Cornelius Scipio to
Spain in 209 B.C., where he seized
Carthaginian bases and either killed the
opposition or forced it back to Africa.

After internal battling, particularly
among the forces of Julius Caesar and
Pompey, Rome occupied southern Spain,
a domination that would last for some 7
centuries. Julius Caesar himself governed
Andalusia from 61 B.C. to 60 B.C. The
major Roman base was at Itálica, whose
ruins you can visit outside Seville (p. 124).

Under the Romans, the colony of
Andalusia became one of the richest in
the Roman Empire and a golden age was
proclaimed.

THE COMING OF THE 
BARBARIANS
In time, Rome’s control over Andalusia
began to decline. Sweeping across the

Pyrenees in the 4th century B.C. came the
first of the barbarian invasions from the
north of Europe. They were not an
immediate menace to the south, but by
A.D. 409 the vandals had made inroads.
Their rule over Andalusia was a bit weak;
their reign was marked by much infight-
ing and forced conversions to Christian-
ity, especially among the downtrodden
Jews.

Eleven Visigoth kings between 414 and
711 were assassinated. When the invad-
ing African Muslims arrived in southern
Spain, the Visigothic monarchy was totally
unprepared.

With extraordinary speed, Tariq ibn-
Ziyad, the governor of Tangier, a far-
western outpost of the Caliphate of
Damascus, crossed the Straits of Gibraltar
in A.D. 711 with only 7,000 Berber war-
riors. The Moorish conquest of Andalusia
had begun in earnest and Tariq ibn-Ziyad
established himself at Gibraltar.

The last of the Visigothic kings, Rod-
erick, pulled together an army to confront
these African invaders. He disappeared,
and his fate was lost to history, his armies
either killed or fled.

In 3 decades, Muslim rulers established
control of what they called al-Andalús.
The capital of Islamic Spain became Cór-
doba, which went on to become the lead-
ing center of learning and culture in the
west.
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THE LEGACY OF AL-ANDALUS
The Moors (Muslims who were an ethnic
mixture of Berbers, Hispano-Romans,
and Arabs) occupied southern Spain for
nearly 8 centuries, leaving behind an intel-
lectual and cultural legacy that influences
modern life to this day. This was a time of
soaring achievement in philosophy, med-
icine, and music.

Moorish rule brought the importation
of the eggplant and the almond, as well as
the Arabian steed. It brought astronomy
(including charting the positions of the
planets), a new and different view of Aris-
totle, Arab numerals, and algebra. Ibn
Muadh of Jaén wrote the first European
treatise on trigonometry.

Intellectual giants like the Córdoba-
born Jewish philosopher Maimónides
emerged. It is said that Columbus
evolved his theories about a new route to
the East after hours and hours of studying
the charts of Idrisi, an Arabian geogra-
pher who drew up a world map as early as
1154. Arabs relied upon the compass as a
navigational aid long before its use
among Portuguese explorers.

Córdoba wished to shine more
brightly than Baghdad as a center of sci-
ence and the arts. In time it attracted Abd
ar-Rahman II, who introduced the fifth
string to the Arab lute, leading to the
development of the six-string guitar. He
also ordained the order in which food

Dateline
■ 9th to 4th century B.C.

Bronze Age Kingdom of
Tartessus flourishes in
Andalusia.

■ 5th century B.C. Carthage
destroys Tartessus and colo-
nizes Andalusia.

■ 209 B.C. Romans conquer
Andalusia and begin colo-
nization.

should be eaten at mealtimes, a legacy
that lives to this day.

Flamenco claims significant Middle
Eastern influences, and Arab poetry may
have inspired the first ballads sung by
European troubadours, which had an
enormous impact on later Western litera-
ture. Many Spanish words have their ori-
gins in the Arabic language, including
alcázar (fortress), arroz (rice), naranja
(orange), and limón (lemon).

The Moors brought an irrigation sys-
tem to Andalusia, which increased crop
production; many of today’s systems fol-
low those 1,000-year-old channels. And
paper first arrived in Europe through
Córdoba.

However, the Moors were not to rule
forever. In the 10th century Abd ar-Rah-
man III, the Muslim king, proclaimed
himself an independent Western Islamic
Empire, breaking with the eastern
Caliphate of Baghdad. (Visitors can
explore his ruined pleasure palace, Madi-
nat Al-Zahra, outside Córdoba.) In time,
the Muslims began to war among them-
selves as the Romans had before them. A
new invasion arrived from Africa in 1086,
the fanatically Islamic Almoravids, fol-
lowed in 1147 by the Almohads, the lat-
ter left as their legacy the Giralda at Seville.

By 1212, the Reconquista had begun.
A turning point in Spanish history,
Alfonso VIII in 1212 defeated the 
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■ 5th century A.D. Vandals,
then Visigoths, invade
Andalusia.

■ 8th century A.D. Moors
conquer Andalusia.

■ 1212 Reconquista begins.
■ 1492 Last Moorish strong-

hold at Granada falls to
Catholic monarchs; Columbus
sails to the New World.

■ 1556 Philip II comes to the
throne and launches the
Counter-Reformation.

■ 1588 England defeats Span-
ish Armada.

■ 1700 Felipe V becomes king.
War of Spanish Succession
follows.

■ 1713 War ended by Treaty of
Utrecht, with loss of Spanish
colonies.
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Muslim armies at the battle of Las Navas
de Tolosa in Jaén. It was the beginning of
the end of al-Andalus, but many more
decades would pass before the complete
reconquest had been carried out.

THE RECONQUISTA
By 1236, Córdoba had been conquered
by King Ferdinand III. But the sultans
must not have thought they would
ever lose Andalusia because 2 years later
construction began on the monumental
Alhambra in Granada. In all, it would
take a final 156 years before the conquest
was complete.

In the 13th century, Christian soldiers
began to knock down Moorish fortresses
and take over their cities. Such rulers as
James the Conqueror of Aragón and Fer-
nando III of Castile attacked Baeza and
Úbeda in 1233, Córdoba in 1236, Jaén in
1245, and, finally, Seville in 1248.

As the 13th century came to a close,
only the Nasrid Kingdom of Granada
remained under Muslim rule. One of the
reasons that it was to survive for such a
long time was that it made payments to
the monarchs of Castile.

Granada’s fate was sealed with the mar-
riage of Los Reyes Católicos (the Catholic
monarchs) Isabella I of Castile and Ferdi-
nand V of Aragón. Uniting the kingdoms
of Aragón and Castile in 1469, they also
fired up religious bigotry and in the 

following year ushered in the dreaded
Spanish Inquisition. By 1492, some
400,000 Jews had been forced to flee the
country.

That previous year they had set out to
reclaim Granada. Boabdil, the last of the
Caliphs of Granada, watched in sorrow as
his armies fell to 50,000 Christian foot
soldiers and cavalry men.

In the same year of the completion of
the Reconquista, 1492, a Genoese sailor,
Christopher Columbus, sailed from
Huelva. Instead of the riches of the East,
he discovered the West Indies. He laid the
foundations for a far-flung empire that
brought wealth and power to Spain dur-
ing the 16th and 17th centuries. Many of
those riches from the New World were
funneled through Andalusian cities like
Cádiz and Seville.

THE HAPSBURGS & THE 
BOURBONS
The province as a whole did not benefit
from the exploitation of the New World.
The crown in Castile grabbed the treas-
ures to fuel foreign wars and other hor-
rors. Except for such ports as Cádiz and
Seville, most of Granada languished.

The glory days of the Muslims long
gone, the people were mired in poverty.
Many emigrated to the New World.

Unlike Andalusia, Spain itself had
entered its golden age, with an empire
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■ 1808 French occupy Spain.
■ 1812 Cádiz drafts liberal

constitution.
■ 1936–39 Spanish Civil War;

Franco dictatorship begins.
■ 1975 Death of Franco;

restoration of democracy.
■ 1980 Andalusia votes to

become an autonomous
region of Spain.

■ 1985 Andalusia along with
Spain joins the European
Community.

■ 2002 Spain adopts the euro
as its national currency.

■ 2003 New Picasso Museum
opens in Málaga (p. 348).

■ 2004 Al-Qa’ida strikes Span-
ish trains in deadliest terrorist
attack in Europe since World
War II.

■ 2006 Same-sex marriages
become legal in Andalusia
and throughout Spain.
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that extended eventually to the Philip-
pines. But the country squandered much
of its wealth and human resources in reli-
gious and secular conflicts. At a great loss
to Andalusia, the Jews, then the Muslims,
and finally the Catholicized Moors were
driven out—and with them much of the
country’s prosperity.

When a Hapsburg, Carlos I (who 5
years later ruled the Holy Roman Empire
as Charles V) came to the throne in 1516,
little attention was paid to Andalusia. He
was more interested in propping up his
empire with gold and silver from the New
World than in the needs of the people on
his southern tier.

When Philip II ascended to the throne
in 1556, Spain was at the epicenter of a
great empire, not only the New World
colonies but the Netherlands, Sicily, and
Naples, and even parts of Austria and
Germany. But the seeds of destruction
had already been planted.

A fanatical Catholic, Philip became the
standard bearer for the Counter-Refor-
mation. He also zealously renewed the
Inquisition. He wanted a “final solution”
(sound familiar?) to the problems of the
Moriscos (Moors) in Las Alpujarras 
(p. 215), who still clung to their Moorish
traditions. He forcibly deported them to
other parts of the country. He was fol-
lowed by Felipe III, who was even harsher
in his persecution of the Moriscos of
Andalusia.

In April of 1587 the forces of Sir Fran-
cis Drake attacked the port of Cádiz,
which was filled with some 60 vessels.
Within 24 hours, the English forces had
destroyed or captured almost half of these
vessels. A year later Spain, aided by vessels
from Andalusia, launched the Armada
against England. The Spaniards were
ignominiously defeated, their loss sym-
bolizing the decline of Spanish power.
The Armada was commanded by Andalu-
sia’s premier nobleman, the Duke of
Medina Sidonia.

In 1700, Felipe V became king, bring-
ing with him the War of Spanish Succes-
sion. His right to the throne was
challenged by the Hapsburg archduke,
Charles of Austria, who was assisted by
the British. When the Treaty of Utrecht
ended the war in 1713, Spain lost most of
its colonies. The British had landed in
Gibraltar, conquering it and holding it to
this day like a thorn in Spain’s side.

A historic moment occurred at the Bat-
tle of Trafalgar off the coast of Cádiz in
1805. The Spanish fleet was defeated. 
As a result of these Napoleonic Wars,
King Carlos IV abdicated in 1808, and
Napoleon installed his brother, Joseph, on
the throne. Most of the artistic heritage of
Andalusia was ransacked during this
period of French domination. The War of
Independence (also called the Peninsular
War) saw the arrival of the troops of the
duke of Wellington onto the shores of
Andalusia. Joseph fled back to France. On
another front the American colonies had
begun to assert their independence.

The rest of the century didn’t bring
much relief to either Spain or Andalusia.
The country was at war with itself, as a
right-wing monarchy clashed with the
aspirations of liberal reformers.

In 1812, the Cortés (the Spanish name
for parliament) met in Cádiz and dar-
ingly drafted a liberal constitution. When
the despotic Fernando VII returned to
the throne, he abolished their constitu-
tion. It was this constitution that intro-
duced the word “liberal” to describe a
political movement.

The loss of Spain’s colonies brought a
deathblow to Andalusia’s economy, and
in the 1870s a phylloxera plague wiped
out its vineyards. Despite all these woes,
this period in Andalusian history became
known as the Romantic Age, as depicted
in such operas as The Barber of Seville and
Carmen.
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THE 19TH CENTURY TO 
THE PRESENT
In 1876, Spain became a constitutional
monarchy. But labor unrest, disputes
with the Catholic Church, and war in
Morocco combined to create political
chaos. Conditions eventually became so
bad that the Cortés was dissolved in 1923,
and General Miguel Primo de Rivera
formed a military directorate. Early in
1930, Primo de Rivera resigned, but
unrest continued.

On April 14, 1931, a revolution
occurred, a republic was proclaimed, and
King Alfonso XIII and his family were
forced to flee. Initially, the liberal consti-
tutionalists ruled, but soon they were
pushed aside by the socialists and anar-
chists, who adopted a constitution sepa-
rating church and state, secularizing
education, and containing several other
radical provisions.

The extreme nature of these reforms
fostered the growth of the conservative
Falange party (Falange española, or Spanish
Phalanx), modeled after Italy’s and Ger-
many’s fascist parties. By the 1936 elec-
tions, the country was divided equally
between left and right, and political vio-
lence was common. On July 18, 1936, the
army, supported by Mussolini and Hitler,
tried to seize power, igniting the Spanish
Civil War. General Francisco Franco, com-
ing from Morocco to Spain via Andalusia,
led the Nationalist (rightist) forces in the
3 years of fighting that ravaged the coun-
try. Towns were bombed and atrocities
were committed in abundance. Early in
1939, Franco entered Barcelona and went
on to Madrid; thousands of republicans
were executed. Franco became chief of
state, remaining so until his death in 1975.

Although Franco adopted a neutral
position during World War II, his sympa-
thies obviously lay with Germany and
Italy. Spain, as a nonbelligerent, assisted

the Axis powers. This intensified the diplo-
matic isolation into which the country was
forced after the war’s end—in fact, it was
excluded from the United Nations until
1955.

Before his death, General Franco
selected as his successor Juan Carlos de
Borbón y Borbón, son of the pretender to
the Spanish throne. After the 1977 elec-
tions, a new constitution was approved
by the electorate and the king; it guaran-
teed human and civil rights, as well as free
enterprise, and canceled the status of the
Roman Catholic church as the church of
Spain. In 1980, Andalusia voted to become
an autonomous region of Spain. With a
regional government based in Seville,
Andalusia assumed control of a large part
of its destiny for the first time in its history.

In 1981, a group of ring-wing military
officers seized the Cortés and called upon
Juan Carlos to establish a Francoist state.
When the king refused and the conspira-
tors were arrested, the fledgling democ-
racy had overcome its first trial. Its second
major accomplishment—under the Social-
ist rule of Prime Minister Felipe González,
the country’s first leftist government since
1939—was to gain Spain’s entry into the
European Union.

This event occurred in 1986. Spain,
and by extension Andalusia, had at long
last become part of the modern world.

Andalusia is also caught up in the mod-
ern world of vast social change, something
unthinkable in the Franco era, when it
was mired in the past. In 2006, in one of
the most highly publicized weddings in
the world, two handsome Spanish air force
privates said, “I do” in Seville. In front of
family and friends—and the world press—
Alberto Linero, 27, and Alberto Sánchez,
24, were married. Same-sex marriages
became legal in 2006 in Spain while the
fight for marriage equality inches along—
or faces setbacks—in the United States.
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See also Accommodations and Restaurant indexes, below.

GENERAL INDEX

Abades (Seville), 119
Abadía del Sacromonte

(Granada), 194
Accommodations, 37, 47–48.

See also Accommodations
Index

best, 4, 6–7
Agatha (Seville), 113
Agua de Seville, 114
Airfares, 37
Airlines, 37–39, 44–45
Alameda del Tojo (Ronda), 223
Al Andalús Expreso, 46
Albaicín (Granada), 171,

194–195
Alcabaza (Antequera), 234
Alcaicería (Granada), 203
Alcazaba (Granada), 198
Alcazaba (Málaga), 348
Alcazaba Arabe (Guadix), 212
Alcázar

Jerez, 252
Seville, 10, 94, 96

Alcázar de los Reyes Cristianos
(Córdoba), 10, 142

Aldefa Campos (Córdoba), 147
Algeciras, 298–303
Alhambra (Granada), 3–4, 11,

195–199
Alianza Bar & Cafetería

(Seville), 117
Allegro (Seville), 114
Andrés Segovia International

Guitar Competition
(Almuñecar), 30–31

Añil (Córdoba), 149
Antequera, 233–236
Antigua Universidad (Baeza),

158
Antiques, 11

Seville, 109
Antique Teatro (Seville), 117
Antonio Barbadillo (Sanlúcar),

262

Anunciación, Iglesia de la
(Seville), 104

Apartment rentals, 48
Apes’ Den (Gibraltar), 307
Aquapark (Torremolinos), 338
Aquopolis (Seville), 108
Archbishop’s Palace (Seville),

101
Architecture, 16–21

best, 10–11
Archivo de Indias (Seville),

96, 102
Arcos de la Frontera, 9, 238–240
Art, 13–16
Artesanía Cordobesa (Córdoba),

147–148
Artesanía Textil de Grazalema,

244
Arte Zoco (Córdoba), 148
ATMs, 28
Autumn Festival (Jerez de la

Frontera), 32
Ayamonte, 293–295
Ayuntamiento (town hall)

Baeza, 158
Cádiz, 271
Seville, 102
Torre Alhaquime, 243

Azahar, 114

Baelo Claudia (Tarifa), 284
Baeza, 1–2, 157–161
Balcón de Arcos, 238
Balcón de Europa (Nerja), 355
Baño de la Vina (Playa de la

Caleta), 8
Baños Arabes (hamman; Arab

Baths), 145, 154, 198,
200, 222

Baños Reales (Granada), 197
Barabass (Cádiz), 281
Bar Alegría (Jerez), 258
Bar Antigüedades (Seville),

120
Bar Antonio (Ronda), 230
Bar Central (Torremolinos), 345

Bar Círculo Taurino (Córdoba),
149

Bar Entrecalles (Seville), 120
Bar La Mancha (Granada), 205
Bar Pilar del Toro (Granada),

205–206
Barriada de Cuevas (Guadix),

212
Barrio Reina Victoria (Huelva),

290
Basilica de la Macarena

(Seville), 98
Bazar Abdel (Granada), 204
BBVA (Banco Bilbao & Vizcaya),

199
Beaches. See also entries

starting with Playa
best, 8–9

Belle Epoque (Cádiz), 273
Benalmádena, 338–339
Bermejo, Bartolomé, 14, 202
Berruguete, Pedro, 14, 154
Bicycling, 41–42, 67
Birding, 42
Blasfor (Seville), 110
Bodega Castaneda (Granada),

206
Bodega Manola Blanco (Blanco

Cerillo; Seville), 118
Bodegas Mezquita Tienda 

(Córdoba), 148
Bono Turístico Pass (Granada),

195
Books, recommended, 48–49
Bookstores, Seville, 109
Boss (Seville), 117
Botanical tours, 42
Bubión, 216
Bullfights, 4, 31, 108, 194,

222, 231
Business hours, 49
Bus travel, 47

Cádiz, 22, 107, 264–282
accommodations, 274–276
currency exchange, 268
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doctors and dentists, 268
exploring, 268–273
getting around, 267
Internet access, 268
nightlife, 280–282
restaurants, 276–280
restrooms, 268
shopping, 273
traveling to, 267

Café de Ronda, 230
Café Levante (Cádiz), 282
Calat Alhambra (Granada),

195–199
Calendar of events, 30–32
Calle Calderería Nueva

(Granada), 206
Calle Cuesta de Gomérez

(Granada), 205
Calle de Elvira (Granada), 194
Calleja de las Flores (Córdoba),

144
Calle Sierpes (Seville),

102, 108
Calle Virgen de la Palma

(Cádiz), 281
Camborio (Granada), 207
Cano, Alonso, 15
Capileira, 216
Capilla Mayor (Granada), 201
Capilla Real (Granada), 201
Capilla Villaviciosa (Córdoba),

143
Carmen, Iglesia del (Antequera),

235
Carmona, 121–123
Carnavales de Cádiz, 31
Carolina Herrera (Seville), 110
Car rentals, 37, 43
Carrera del Darro (Granada),

194
Carromato de Max (Mijas), 231
Car travel, 43–44
Casa Anselma (Seville), 116
Casa de Castril (Granada), 200
Casa de la Memoria (Seville),

116
Casa del Murillo (Seville), 99
Casa de los Tiros (Granada),

200
Casa del Rey Moro (Ronda),

222
Casa de Pilatos (Seville), 96,

104–105
Casa de Vinos La Brujidera

(Granada), 206
Casa Ferrer (Granada), 205
Casa Henrique (Granada), 206
Casa Miguel (Córdoba), 150
Casa Morales (Seville), 118

Casa-Museo Federico García
Lorca (Fuente Vaqueros),
211–212

Casa-Museo Federico García
Lorca (Huerta de San Vicente;
Granada), 200

Casa Museo Manuel de Falla
(Granada), 200–201

Casa Pepe (Córdoba), 150
Casa Román (Seville), 118
Casa Rubio (Córdoba), 150
Casa Rubio (Seville), 110
Casa Ruitz (Seville), 118
Casa Vino del Agua (Granada),

206–207
Casco Antiguo (Ubeda), 161
Casino Gaditano (Cádiz), 273
Casino Marbella, 330
Casino Torrequebrada (Torre-

molinos), 345–346
Castillo de Gibralfaro (Málaga),

348
Castillo de Guzmán (Tarifa),

284
Castillo del Aguila (Gaucín),

246
Castillo de Olvera, 242
Castillo de San Marcos (Puerto

de Santa María), 259
Castillo de Santa Catalina

Cádiz, 269
Jaén, 152

Castillo-Fortaleza (Jimena), 246
Castillo Moro (Vejer), 248
Catedral (Cathedral), 101

Cádiz, 269–270
de la Merced (Huelva), 290
Gibraltar, 309
Granada, 201–202
Guadix, 212
Jaén (Catedral de Santa

María), 152, 154
La Colegiata (Jerez), 253
Málaga, 348
Mezquita-Catedral de Córdoba,

10–11, 142–144
Seville, 10, 96–97

Cave of Nerja (Cueva de Nerja),
355

Cave paintings, near Benaoján,
224

Central Servicio Turísticos
(Granada), 199

Centro Andaluz de Flamenco
(Jerez), 254

Centro Cultural Palacio de Vil-
lardompardo (Jaén), 154

Centro de Interpretación del
Sacromonte (Granada), 202

Centro José Guerrero
(Granada), 202

Ceramica La Vistillas (Málaga),
349

Cervecería de la Moneda
(Seville), 120

Chapel of Our Lady of Europa
(Gibraltar), 309

Charles V, Emperor, Palace of
(Granada), 197

City Sightseeing (Seville), 106
Climate, 29–30
The Clipper (Gibraltar), 312
Clock Museum (Jerez), 253
Clothing, 11
Club de Golf Valderrama, 301
Coco-Sevilla (Seville), 110
Colegiata de Santa María la

Mayor (Antequera), 234
Columbus, Christopher

(Cristóbal Colón), 96, 211,
259, 261, 264, 282, 361

Huelva, 288–291
tomb (Seville), 96

Confitería Harillo (Ronda), 225
Confitería la Campana (Seville),

114
Conil, 285
Conjunto Arqueológico Itálica,

124
Conjunto Arqueológico Madi-

nat Al-Zahra (near Córdoba),
147

Convent and King’s Chapel
(Gibraltar), 308

Convento de la Encarnación
(Seville), 102

Convento de San Francisco
(Baeza), 158

Convento de San Leandro
(Seville), 104

Convento de Santa Paula
(Seville), 98

Copas La Fontana (Granada),
207

Córdoba, 23, 107, 125–151
accommodations, 129–136
currency exchange, 128
emergencies, 128
getting around, 128
hospitals, 129
Internet access, 129
layout of, 127–128
maps, 129
nightlife, 149–151
police, 129
restaurants, 136–141
safety, 129
shopping, 147–149
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Córdoba (cont.)
sights and attractions,

141–147
traveling to, 126–127
visitor information, 127
walking tours, 141

Córdoba Visión, 141
Corpus Christi, 31
Corral del Carbón (Granada),

202–203
Costa de la Luz, 22–23, 282
Costa del Sol, 23–24, 56–58,

298–358
Costa Natura, 302
Cota de Doñana National Park,

296–297
Court of the Myrtles (Patio de

los Arrayanes), 195
Credit cards, 29
Cruceros Turísticos Torre del

Oro (Seville), 106, 107
Cuadra Dorada (Granada), 200
Cueva de la Pileta (near

Benaoján), 224
Cueva La Rocío (Granada), 209
Cueva Los Tarantos (Granada),

209
Cueva María La Canastera

(Cueva Museo; Granada),
209

Cueva-Museo de Alfarería
(Guadix), 212

Cueva-Museo de Costumbres
Populares (Guadix), 212

Customs regulations, 26–27

Dance clubs, Seville, 117
Dancing Horses of Jerez, 253
Daraxa Garden (Granada), 197
Deep Ocean (Cádiz), 281–282
De Falla, Manuel

Casa Museo (Granada),
200–201

home of (Cádiz), 270
Día de los Reyes, 30
Disabilities, travelers with,

34–35
Disco Catedral (Seville), 117
Disco Zoo (Granada), 207
Divino Salvador, Iglesia del

(Vejer), 248
Docklands (Huelva), 293
Domecq (Jerez), 252
Driving rules, 43–44
Dulce Flamenco (Seville),

110–111

Efebo de Antequera
(Antequera), 235

El Angel Azul (Granada), 210
El Arenal (Seville), 66, 116
El Azulejo (Seville), 112
El Bajondillo, 336
El Caballo Rojo (Córdoba), 149
El Carambolo (Seville), 113
El Corte Inglés

Córdoba, 147
Seville, 110

Electricity, 49
El Fuerte, 9, 318, 320
El Hombre y el Oso (Seville),

121
El Hoyo (Cádiz), 280
El Juramento (Córdoba), 150
El Lagá de Tío Parrilla (Jerez),

258
El Mercadillo (Ronda), 221
El Muelle de las Carabelas

(near Huelva), 291
El Palladium (Torremolinos),

345
El Patio Sevillano (Seville), 116
El Pensamiento Ronda, 223
El Portichuelo (Huelva), 293
El Postigo (Seville), 109
El Príncipe (Granada), 208
El Puerto de Santa María,

258–261
El Rinconcillo (Seville), 118
El Rincón de San Pedro

(Granada), 210
El Rocío, 296
El Salvador, Iglesia (Ubeda),

164
El Simpecao (Seville), 117
El Tajo (Ronda), 221
El Torcal (near Antequera), 235
El Zoco Nazari (Granada), 204
Embassies and consulates,

49–50
Emergencies, 50
Emperor Charles V’s Palace

(Granada), 197
Entry requirements, 26
Escalera del Agua (Granada),

198
Escorted tours, 40–41
Escuela Andaluza del Arte

Ecuestre (Jerez), 253
Estepona, 312–316
Etiquette, 50
Eurailpass, 45–46
Europa Point (Gibraltar), 309

Families with children,
36–37, 61–63

Seville, 73, 106
Federico García Lorca Memo-

rial Park (Viznar), 212
Félix (Seville), 109
Félix e Hijo (Seville), 109
Ferdinand and Isabella,

mausoleums of (Granada),
201–202

Feria de Agosto (Málaga), 32
Feria de Málaga, 32
Feria de Pedro Romero

(Ronda), 32
Feria de Sevilla, 31
Festival de los Patios

(Córdoba), 31
Fiesta de la Virgen del Carmen,

31–32
Fiesta Mayor de Verdiales 

(outside Málaga), 32
Fiestas Colombinas (Huelva),

289
Flamenco, 4

Córdoba, 150
Jaén, 157
Jerez, 254, 258
Seville, 115, 116–117

Flea markets, Seville, 112
Fuengirola, 330–335
Fuente de los Leones (Baeza),

157
Fundación Picasso (Málaga),

348

Galerías Turísticas, S.L.
(Córdoba), 148

García Lorca, Federico
Casa-Museo (Granada), 200
Memorial Park (Viznar), 212

Gardens, Alcázar (Seville), 96
Gardens of the Alcázar 

(Córdoba), 142
Gaucín, 245–246
Gay and lesbian travelers,

35–36
Granada bars, 210
Seville, 120–121

Generalife (Granada), 198
Germán Pérez Barranco

(Granada), 205
Gibraltar, 24, 303–312
Gibraltar Museum, 308
Giralda Tower (Seville), 10, 97,

101, 106
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Golden Eagle Liquors 
(Gibraltar), 309

Golf, 42
Costa del Sol, 298, 301

González Byass (Jerez), 252
Granada, 2, 24, 107, 169–217

accommodations, 173–183
babysitters, 172
bookstore, 172
emergencies, 173
exploring, 191–203
getting around, 171–172
Internet access, 173
layout of, 171
nightlife, 205–210
pharmacies, 173
restaurants, 183–191
restrooms, 173
shopping, 203–206
side trips from, 211–217
telephones, 173
traveling to, 170
visitor information, 171
weather, 30

Granada Reconquest Festival, 30
Granada 10 (Granada), 208
Grana Visión (Granada), 209
Gran Teatro de Córdoba, 150
Gran Teatro Manuel de Falla

(Cádiz), 282
Grazalema, 244–245
Great Siege Tunnels (Gibraltar),

308
Guadix, 212–214
Guerrero, José, Centro

(Granada), 202
Guitarrería Antonio Morales

López (Granada), 205
Guitars, 12, 205
Gypsy caves of Sacromonte

(Granada), 202, 208–209

Harveys of Bristol (Jerez),
252

Health concerns, 33–34
Health insurance, 33
Hecho in Cádiz, 273
Hemingway, Ernest, 221,

222, 226
Hiking and walking, 42
History, 359–364
Holidays, 30
Holy Week (Seville), 31
Hospital de la Santa Caridad

(Seville), 97
Hospital de los Venerables

(Seville), 105

Hospital de Mujeres (Cádiz),
270

Hospital de Santiago (Ubeda),
162, 164

Hostals, 47
House rentals, 48
Huelva, 288–293
Huerta de San Vicente (Casa-

Museo Federico García
Lorca; Granada), 200

Huskies Sport Bar (Ronda), 230

Iconos (Seville), 111
Iglesia. See under First signifi-

cant word (e.g. San Andrés,
Iglesia de)

Inmaculada Concepción,
Iglesia Parroquial de la
(Mijas), 231

Insurance, 32–33
International Music and Dance

Festival (Granada), 31
Irving, Washington, 169, 197
Isabella, Queen, 96

mausoleums of Ferdinand and
(Granada), 201–202

Isbiliyya Café-Bar (Seville), 121
Isla Cristina, 295–296
Isla Mágica (Seville), 106
Itaca (Seville), 121
Itálica, 16
Itineraries, suggested, 54–63

Jaén, 24–25, 151–157
Jardines del Partal (Granada),

197
Jardines de Murillo (Seville), 99
Jazz Café (Córdoba), 151
Jerez (sherry), 3
Jerez de la Frontera, 9, 107,

249–258
Jerez May Horse Fair, 31
Jewelry, Seville, 113
Jewish Quarter (Judería;

Córdoba), 127, 144–146
Jimena de la Frontera,

246–247
José López Bellido (Granada),

205
Joyería Manuel J. Regalos 

(Córdoba), 148
Joyero Abrines (Seville), 113
Juan Tito (Ubeda), 164
Judería, Barrio de la (Jewish

Quarter; Córdoba), 127,
144–146

Karaván (Granada), 206
Kasbah (Granada), 209
King’s Chapel (Gibraltar), 308
Kios de la Flores (Seville),

118–119

La Alicantina (Seville), 119
La Antigua Bodeguita (Seville),

119
La Bodega

Seville, 119
Torremolinos, 345

La Carbonería (Seville), 115
La Carihuela, 336, 338
La Cava de Betis (Seville), 115
La Ciudad (Ronda), 221
La Colegiata (Cathedral of San

Salvador; Jerez), 253
La Comuna (Córdoba), 151
La Custodia de Baeza, 158
Ladbrokes Casino (Gibraltar),

312
La Fontanilla, 9, 318
La Giralda (Seville), 10, 97,

101, 106
La Gota de Vino 13 (Ronda),

229
La Gran Taverna (Granada), 207
Laguna Taracea (Granada), 204
La Macarena (Seville), 66, 98
La Moncloa (Córdoba), 151
Lanjarón, 215
La Puerta del Vino (Granada),

210
La Rocina, 296
Las Alpujarras, 215–217
Las Botas (Jerez), 258
Las Delicias del Barrio

(Seville), 112
Las Termas de Santa María

(Antequera), 234
La Tasca de El Burladero

(Seville), 119
Leather goods, 11–12

Seville, 113
Librería Vértice (Seville), 109
Lina (Seville), 111
Lio Sevilla (Seville), 111
Liquor laws, 50
Loewe (Seville), 113
Los Boliches, 330–335
Los Dólmenes, 235
Los Hippies (Seville), 112
Lost and found, 50
Lost-luggage insurance, 33
L.T.C. (Seville), 109
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Madinat Al-Zahra (near 
Córdoba), 147, 361

Magdalena, Iglesia de la (Jaén),
154

Mail, 51
Main Street (Gibraltar),

308–309
Maksura (Córdoba), 143
Málaga, 30, 346–355
Málaga Cathedral, 348
Málaga Fair, 32
Maps, 44
Marbella, 318–330
Mar de la Plata (Seville), 107
María Rosa (Seville), 111
Marks & Spencer (Gibraltar),

309
Marquetry, 12, 204
Martian (Seville), 109
Matador (Seville), 112
MaxMara (Seville), 111
Medical insurance, 33
Medina (Arcos), 238
Medina Sidonia, 247–248
Menga (Torcal de Antequera),

235
Mesón Flamenco La Bulería

(Córdoba), 150
Mexuar (Granada), 195
Mezquita-Catedral de Córdoba,

10–11, 142–144
Mihrab (Córdoba), 143
Mijas, 9, 230–233, 331
Minarete de San Sebastián

(Ronda), 222
Mirador de Abades (Arcos), 238
Mirador de Daraxa (Granada),

197
Mirador del Estrecho (Tarifa),

284
Mirador de San Nicolás

(Granada), 201
Modesto (Seville), 119
Moët (Jaén), 157
Monasterio de la Cartuja

(Granada), 203
Monasterio de la Rábida

(Huelva), 290
Monasterio de San Jerónimo

(Granada), 203
Money matters, 28
Montañés, Juan Martínez, 15
Moorish Castle (Gibraltar), 308
Moorish fortress (Mijas), 231
Moorish Old Town (Jaén), 152
Moroccan crafts, Granada,

204, 206

Mudéjar architecture, 18–19
Mulhacén, 214
Muñoz Soto (Ronda), 223
Murillo, Bartolomé Estéban,

15, 99, 100
Museo Arqueológico (Jerez),

254
Museo Arqueológico de Sevilla,

100
Museo Arqueológico y Etnoló-

gico de Córdoba, 144
Museo Bellas Artes en la

Alhambra (Granada),
197–198

Museo de Artes y Costumbres
Populares

Jaén, 154
Seville, 100

Museo de Bellas Artes de 
Córdoba, 145

Museo de Bellas Artes de
Sevilla, 97

Museo de Cádiz, 270–271
Museo de Julio Romero de 

Torres (Córdoba), 145
Museo de la Alhambra

(Granada), 197
Museo de Las Cortés de Cádiz,

271
Museo del Enganche (Jerez),

253
Museo de los Relojes (Jerez),

253
Museo Diocesano de Córdoba,

145
Museo Internacional de Arte

Naif (Jaén), 154
Museo Lara (Ronda), 223
Museo Municipal (Antequera),

234–235
Museo Picasso Málaga,

348–349
Museo Provincial (Huelva),

289–290
Museo Provincial (Jaén), 154
Museo Provincial de Bellas

Artes (Seville), 99
Museo Taurino (Ronda), 222
Museo Taurino (Seville), 108
Museo Taurino de Córdoba,

146

Nerja, 10, 25, 355–358
Nuestra Señora de la O, Iglesia

de (Sanlúcar), 262

Olvera, 242–243
Opera, Seville, 116
Oratorio de la Santa Cueva

(Cádiz), 270
Oratorio de San Felipe Neri

(Cádiz), 272
Orgiva, 215
Osborne-Bodega de Mora

(Puerto de Santa María), 259
Ôxia, 204

Package tours, 40
Palacio Arzobispal (Seville),

101
Palacio de Carlos V (Granada),

197
Palacio de Jabalquinto (Baeza),

158
Palacio de las Cadenas

(Ubeda), 162
Palacio de Lebrija (Casa de la

Condesa de Lebrija; Seville),
104

Palacio de Mondragón (Ronda),
222

Palacio de San Telmo
(Seville), 99

Palacio de Vela de los Cobos
(Ubeda), 162

Palacio de Villavicencio (Jerez),
252–253

Palacio Museo de Viana 
(Córdoba), 146

Palacio Nazaríes (Granada),
195

Palacio Pedro (Seville), 94
Pampaneira, 215–216
Paprika (Granada), 209–210
Paradors, 47–48. See also

Accommodations Index
best, 6–7

Parque de las Ciencias
(Granada), 203

Parque Genovés 2 (Cádiz), 269
Parque María Luisa (Seville), 98
Parque Natural de los

Alcornocales, 246
Parque Natural Sierra de

Grazalema, 240, 244
Passports, 51
Patio de la Acequía (Granada),

198
Patio de la Reja (Granada), 197
Patio de las Doncellas

(Seville), 94
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Patio de la Sultana (Patio de
los Cipreses; Granada), 198

Patio del Mexuar (Granada),
195

Patio de los Arrayanes
(Granada), 195

Patio de los Leonares
(Granada), 195, 196

Patio de los Naranjos
Córdoba, 142–143
Marbella, 318

Patio de Polo (Granada), 198
Patio Morisco (Córdoba), 142
Peña de los Enamorados 

(Antequera), 234
Peña Flamenca Jaén, 157
Picasso, Pablo, 16

Fundación Picasso (Málaga),
348

Museo Picasso Málaga,
348–349

Pico de Veleta, 214
Pilate’s House (Seville)

(Seville), 104–105
Planta Baja (Granada), 210
Plata Natura (Córdoba), 148
Playa Alicante, 320
Playa Casablanca, 320
Playa Central, 295
Playa de Bajondill, 336
Playa de Fuengirola, 331
Playa de Getares, 299
Playa de la Bajadilla, 320
Playa de la Caleta (Baño de la

Vina), 8, 269, 273
Playa de la Carihuela, 8–9
Playa de Lances, 283
Playa de los Lances, 285
Playa de Los Olimpos, 331
Playa de Venus, 320
Playa El Baro, 320
Playa El Cable, 320
Playa El Ejido, 331
Playa El Palmar, 285
Playa El Pinillo, 320
Playa Gaviotas, 331
Playa Isla Canela, 8, 294
Playa Las Canas, 320
Playa Los Boliches, 331
Playa Los Monteros, 320
Playa Nagueles, 320
Playa Puento Romano, 320
Playa Punta del Moral, 294
Playa Real de Zaragoza, 320
Playa Santa Amalia, 331
Playa Torreblanca, 331
Playa Victoria, 8, 272
Playa Vivora, 320

Playa Zahara, 8, 285
Plaza de America (Seville),

99–100
Plaza de España (Seville),

100–101, 106
Plaza de Isabel la Católica

(Granada), 171
Plaza del Cabildo (Sanlúcar),

262
Plaza del Pópulo (Baeza), 157
Plaza de Mina (Cádiz), 272
Plaza de San Francisco (Cádiz),

271, 280
Plaza de Toros

Córdoba, 142
Granada, 194
Mijas, 231
Puerto de Santa María, 259
Ronda, 222

Plaza de Toros Real Maestranza
(Seville), 108

Plaza de Vázquez de Molina
(Ubeda), 162

Plaza Nogalera (Torremolinos),
338

Plaza Nueva (Granada), 194
Plaza Primero de Mayo

(Ubeda), 162
Plaza San Juan de Dios

(Cádiz), 271
Police, 51
Pradollano, 214
Pub Fondo Reservado

(Granada), 210
Pueblos Blancos, 25

driving tour of, 236–249
suggested itinerary, 58–61

Puente Nuevo (Ronda), 221
Puente Romano (Córdoba), 141
Puerta de Elvira (Granada), 194
Puerta de Jerez (Tarifa), 284
Puerta de la Justicia (Granada),

195
Puerta de la Luna (Baeza), 158
Puerta del Perdón (Córdoba),

143
Puerto Banús, 316–317
Puerto de Santa María,

258–261
Punta del Moral, 294
Purificazione García (Seville),

111

Rafael Moreno Orfebre
(Granada), 205

Rafael Ortiz (Seville), 109
Rainfall, average, 30

Real Club de Golf Sotogrande,
301

Reales Alcázar (Seville), 102
Real Fábrica de Tabacos

(Seville), 101
Regions of southern Spain,

22–25
The Renaissance, 14–15
Restaurants, 7. See also

Restaurant Index;
Tapas and tascas

Restrooms, 51
Ribera, 238
Roman bridge (Córdoba), 141
Roman Sewers (Medina 

Sidonia), 248
Romeral (Torcal de Antequera),

235
Romería del Rocío, 31
Romero de Torres, Julio, 15

Museo (Córdoba), 145–146
Ronda, 25, 107, 218–230,

243–244
Royal Alcázar (Seville), 102
Royal Chapel (Granada), 201
Royal Oak (Gibraltar), 312

Sacromonte district
(Granada), 171

gypsy caves, 202, 208–209
Safety, 34
Sailing, 42
St. Michael’s Cave (Gibraltar),

307–308
Sala de las Dos Hermanas

(Granada), 196
Sala de los Abencerrajes

(Granada), 196
Sala de los Reyes (Granada),

196
Salón de Embajadores

(Granada), 195–196
Salón de Varie Variétés Theater

(Fuengirola), 334–335
Salones de Carlos V

(Seville), 96
Salvador, Iglesia del (Seville),

102–104
San Andrés, Iglesia de

(Granada), 194
San Esteban, Iglesia de

(Seville), 105
San Francisco, Iglesia de 

(Ayamonte), 294
San Ildefonso, Iglesia de, 105
San José, Iglesia de (Seville),

102
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San Leandro, Convento de
(Seville), 104

Sanlúcar del Barrameda,
261–263

San Mateo, Iglesia de
Jerez, 254
Tarifa, 284

San Miguel, Iglesia de (Jerez),
253–254

San Nicolás de Bari, Iglesia de
(Seville), 105

San Pablo, Iglesia de (Ubeda),
164

San Pedro, Iglesia de
Arcos, 238
Seville, 104

San Roque Club, 301
San Salvador, Iglesia de 

(Ayamonte), 294
Santa Ana, Iglesia de

(Granada), 194
Santa Catalina, Iglesia de

(Seville), 104
Santa Cruz, Barrio de (Seville),

3, 66, 97–98, 105
shopping, 108–109

Santa Cruz, Iglesia de
Baeza, 158
Cádiz, 270
Seville, 105

Santa Fe, 211
Santa Iglesia Catedral (Baeza),

158
Santa María, Iglesia de

Arcos, 238
Ubeda, 162

Santa María de la Encarnación
la Mayor, Iglesia de (Ronda),
221–222

Santa María de la Mesa, Iglesia
(Zahara), 241

Santa María La Coronada, Igle-
sia (Medina Sidonia), 248

Santa María la Mayor, Cole-
giata de (Antequera), 234

Santa Paula, Convento de
(Seville), 98

Santiago, Iglesia de (Granada),
194

Santuario de Nuestra Señora
de la Cinta (Huelva), 290

Sea Life Benalmádena, 339
Selene Arte Etnico (Córdoba),

149
Semana Santa (Seville), 31
Senior travelers, 36
Setenil de las Bodegas, 243

Sevillarte (Seville), 114
Seville, 25, 64–124

accommodations, 69–82
active pursuits, 107–108
Andalusian excursions, 107
bullfights, 108
consulates, 68
doctors and dentists, 68
finding an address, 65
Internet access, 68
for kids, 106
layout of, 65
maps, 66
neighborhoods, 66
nightlife, 115–121
organized tours, 106–107
pharmacies, 69
restaurants, 83–93
restrooms, 69
safety, 69
shopping, 108–115
side trips from, 121–124
sights and attractions, 94–107
transportation, 66–68
traveling to, 64–65
visitor information, 65
walking tours, 100, 101–105
weather, 30
what’s new in, 1

Seville Cathedral, 10, 96–97
Sierra de Grazalema, Parque

Natural, 240, 244
Sierra Nevada, 211, 214–215
Sinagoga (Córdoba), 146
Skiing, Sierra Nevada, 214
Snobismo (Seville), 112–113

Taberna Casa Salinas 
(Córdoba), 150

Taberna El Condado (Huelva),
293

Taberna Flamenca Pepe López
(Torremolinos), 345

Tablao Cardenal (Córdoba), 150
Tablao Flamenco Ana María

(Marbella), 330
Tablao Los Gallos (Seville), 117
Taller Meryan (Córdoba), 149
Tapas and tascas, 4. See also

Restaurant Index
Cádiz, 281
Córdoba, 149–150
Granada, 205–207
Málaga, 354
Marbella, 328
Puerto de Santa María, 260

Seville, 117–119
Torremolinos, 345

Tarifa, 282–287
Taxes, 51–52
Teatro Alameda (Seville), 115
Teatro Cervantes (Málaga), 354
Teatro de la Maestranza

(Seville), 116
Teatro Lope de Vega (Seville),

115
Teatro Romano (Cádiz), 270
Telephones, 52
Temperatures, average 

daily, 30
Termas de Santa María 

(Antequera), 234
Tienda “Morocco” (Granada),

204
Time zone, 52
Tipping, 53
Tito family (Ubeda), 164
Tivoli World (Benalmádena),

339
Torcal de Antequera, 235
Torre Alhaquime, 243
Torre de Homenaje (Córdoba),

142
Torre de la Calahorra (Córdoba),

146
Torre de Las Damas (Granada),

197
Torre de la Vela (Granada), 198
Torre del Homenaje (Antequera),

234
Torre del Oro (Seville), 97
Torre de los Leones (Córdoba),

142
Torremolinos, 335–346
Torre Tavira—Cámara Obscura

(Cádiz), 272
Tous (Seville), 113
Tower of Homage (Gibraltar),

308
Tradiciones (Seville), 113
Trafalgar Cemetery (Gibraltar),

309
Train travel, 39, 45–46
Transportation, 43–47
Traveler’s checks, 28–29
Travel insurance, 32–33
Treveléz, 216
Triana (Seville), 66
Trinidad, Iglesia de la 

(Sanlúcar), 262
Trinity Irish Pub (Seville), 120
Trip-cancellation insurance,

32–33
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Ubeda, 9, 161–168
The Upper Rock Nature Pre-

serve (Gibraltar), 307

Valdés Leal, Juan de, 15
Vejer de la Frontera, 248–249
Velázquez, Diego, 14, 104
Venta El Gallo (Granada), 209
Victorio & Lucchino (Seville),

111–112
Viera (Torcal de Antequera),

235
Virgen de los Milagros

(Huelva), 290
Virgen de Los Reyes (Seville),

107
Visitor information, 25–26
Visitours (Seville), 107
Viznar, 212

Watchtower (Granada), 198
Websites, 26
Western Union, 29
Williams & Humbert Limited

(Jerez), 252
Windsurfing, 285
Woodstock Bar (Cádiz), 282

Zabaleta, Rafael, 16
Zahara de la Sierra, 240–241
Zahara de los Atunes, 285
Zambra (Granada), 208–209
Zurbarán Francisco, 14, 96, 97,

145, 238, 253, 271

ACCOMMODATIONS
AC Algeciras, 2, 300
AC Ciudad de Sevilla, 74
AC Huelva, 291
Acinipo Hotel (Ronda), 2, 225
AC Málaga Palacio, 349
AC Palacio de Santa Paula

(Granada), 4, 173, 176
AC Quinta Canela Golf 

(Ayamonte), 4, 6, 294–295
Al-Andalús Palace (Seville), 72
Alavera de los Baños (Ronda),

226
Alborán (Algeciras), 300–301
Alcázar de La Reina (Carmona),

122
Alcoba del Rey de Seville, 1, 74

Alvar Fáñez (Ubeda), 165
Amadeus (Seville), 79
América (Granada), 179
Andalucía Center (Granada),

176
Andalucía Princess (Estepona),

313
Antequera Golf, 2, 235–236
Arco de la Villa (Zahara), 241
Atalaya Park Golf Hotel &

Resort (Estepona), 313–314
Bécquer (Seville), 74–75
Bristol Hotel (Gibraltar), 310
Buenavista (Estepona), 315
Byblos Andaluz (Mijas), 332
Caleta Hotel (Gibraltar), 310
Cannon Hotel (Gibraltar), 310
Carabeo (Nerja), 356
Carmen (Granada), 2, 176
Carmen de Santa Inés

(Granada), 179
Casa de Carmona, 122
Casa del Aljarife (Granada),

181
Casa de las Piedras

(Grazalema), 244
Casa del Capitel Nazari

(Granada), 182
Casa de los Azulejos (Córdoba),

1, 132
Casa de los Migueletes

(Granada), 176–177
Casa Grande (Jimena), 246–247
Casa Imperial (Seville), 69
Casa Morisca (Granada),

179–180
Casa Número 7 (Seville), 72
Castillo de Monda, 324–325
Catalonia Giralda (Seville), 75
Cervantes Hotel (Seville), 75
Confortel Baeza, 159
Corregidor Hotel (Seville), 75
Cortijo Fain (Arcos), 239
Costa del Sol Princess

(Estepona), 314
Cuevas Pedro Antonio de 

Alarcón (Guadix), 213
Del Mar (Puerto de Santa

María), 259
Doña Blanca (Jerez), 256
Don Carlos Beach and Golf

Resort (Marbella), 322
Don Curro (Málaga), 350
Don Manuel (Algeciras), 301
Dos Hermanas (Ubeda), 167
Duques de Medinaceli (El

Puerto de Santa María),
6, 259–260

El Cenachero (Málaga), 351
El Cobijo de Vejer, 249
El Coloso (Jerez), 256–257
El Conquistador Hotel 

(Córdoba), 132
El Convento (Arcos), 239
El Cortijo de Los Mimbrales

(Almonte), 297
El Fuerte (Marbella), 322
El Juncal (Ronda), 223
El Ladrón de Agua (Granada),

180
El Lodge (Monachil), 214–215
El Molino del Santo (Ronda),

228
El Palacio de San Benito 

(Cazalla de la Sierra),
81–82

El Paraíso Costa del Sol
(Estepona), 315

El Patio (Baeza), 159
El Rincón De Las Descalzas

(Carmona), 122
El Rodeo (Marbella), 323
El Tiburón (Torremolinos), 341
En Frente Arte (Ronda),

225–226
Golf Hotel Guadalmina 

(Marbella), 325
Granada Center (Granada), 177
Gran Meliá Don Pepe 

(Marbella), 322
Guadalete (Jerez), 255
Hacienda Benazuza/El Bulli

Hotel (Sanlúcar la Mayor), 82
Hespería Córdoba, 129
Hospedería Blanquillo 

(Ubeda), 165
Hospedería Fuentenueva

(Baeza), 159
Hospedería Las Cortes de

Cádiz, 274
Hostal Alameda (Tarifa), 285
Hostal Deanes (Córdoba), 134
Hostal Derby (Málaga), 351
Hostal El Castillo (Marbella),

324
Hostal Goya (Seville), 80
Hostal La Fuente (Córdoba),

134
Hostal Maestre (Córdoba), 136
Hostal Miguel (Nerja), 357
Hostería del Laurel (Seville), 80
Hotel Alcázar (Seville), 75
Hotel Alfonso XIII (Seville),

4, 69, 72
Hotel Alhambra Palace

(Granada), 177
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Hotel Al-Mar (Algeciras),
301–302

Hotel América (Seville), 76
Hotel Anacapri (Granada),

182–183
Hotel Artola Golf (Marbella),

324
Hotel Averroes (Córdoba), 134
Hotel Avila (Jerez), 257
Hotel Balcón de Europa (Nerja),

356
Hotel Carmen (Granada), 179
Hotel Cervantes (Torremolinos),

339
Hotel Comercio (Guadix),

213–214
Hotel Condestable Iranzo

(Jaén), 155
Hotel Convento de San 

Francisco (Vejer), 249
Hotel Córdoba Centro 

(Córdoba), 132–133
Hotel de Francia y París

(Cádiz), 275–276
Hotel de Mecina, 216
Hotel Doña Manuela (Casa

Modesto; Seville), 76
Hotel Doña María (Seville),

73, 76
Hotel Don Miguel (Ronda), 227
Hotel El Almendral (Torre

Alhaquime), 243
Hotel El Horcajo (Grazalema),

244–245
Hotel El Pozo (Torremolinos),

341
Hotel Europa (Seville), 80
Hotel Fernando III (Seville), 73,

76–77
Hotel Fuerte Miramar

(Marbella), 322–323
Hotel González (Córdoba), 134
Hotel Guadalupe (Granada),

183
Hotel Inglaterra (Seville), 77
Hotel Isabel (Torremolinos),

339–340
Hotel La Bobadilla (near

Málaga), 352
Hotel Larios (Málaga), 349
Hotel Lima (Marbella), 324
Hotel Los Helechos (Sanlúcar),

262
Hotel Los Jazmines (Torremoli-

nos), 341
Hotel Los Naranjos (Málaga),

350
Hotel Los Seises (Seville),

72–73

Hotel Maimónides (Córdoba),
133

Hotel Marisa (Córdoba), 135
Hotel Meliá Sevilla, 73
Hotel-Mesón Fuente del Pino

(Olvera), 242
Hotel Mezquita (Córdoba), 135
Hotel Mijas, 231
Hotel Montecarlo (Seville), 77
Hotel Monte Carmelo

(Seville), 77
Hotel Monte Triana (Seville), 78
Hotel Murillo (Seville), 80
Hotel Octavio (Algeciras), 302
Hotel Palacio de Santa Inés

(Granada), 180
Hotel Palacio Marques de la

Gomera (Osuna), 82
Hotel Perla Marina (Nerja),

356–357
Hotel Plata Isla Cristina, 296
Hotel Playa Victoria (Cádiz),

274
Hotel Plaza de Armas

(Seville), 78
Hotel Polo (Ronda), 227
Hotel Puertatierra (Cádiz),

274–275
Hotel Regio (Cádiz), 276
Hotel Reina Cristina (Algeciras),

302–303
Hotel Reina Cristina (Granada),

180–181
Hotel Residencia Carlos V

(Málaga), 351–352
Hotel Rey Alfonso X

(Seville), 81
Hotel Riavela (Ayamonte), 295
Hotel Riu Mónica (Nerja),

355–356
Hotel Riu Rincón Andaluz 

(Marbella), 323–324
Hotel Royal Sherry Park

(Jerez), 255
Hotel San Gabriel (Ronda), 227
Hotel San Gil Seville, 78
Hotel Simón (Seville), 81
Hotel Taray (Orgiva), 216–217
Hotel Torrequebrada (Benalmá-

dena), 342
Hotel Triunfo Granada

(Granada), 181
Hotel Tropicana & Beach Club

(Torremolinos), 340
Hurricane Hotel (Tarifa),

285–286
Husa Europa (Jaén), 155
Husa Reina Victoria 

(Ronda), 226

Infanta Cristina (Jaén), 155
Jerez, 255
Kempinski Hotel Bahía

Estepona, 6, 314
La Albarizuela (Jerez), 256
La Cala Resort (Mijas), 231
La Calzada (Tarifa), 286
La Casa de la Judería (Seville),

78–79
La Codorniz (Tarifa), 286
La Cueva Park (Jerez), 256
La Española (Ronda), 227
La Fonda (near Torremolinos),

342
La Fragua (Trevélez), 217
La Fructuosa (Gaucín), 246
La Glicinia (Granada), 182
La Loma (Baeza), 159
La Paz (Ubeda), 167
La Posada del Torcal, 236
Las Casas de los Mercaderes

(Seville), 79
Las Casas del Rey de Baeza

(Seville), 73–74
Las Dunas (Estepona), 314
Las Pirámides (Fuengirola),

332
Linda Marbella, 324
Lola Hotel (Córdoba), 135
Los Cántaros (Puerto de Santa

María), 260
Los Condes (Huelva), 291
Los Monteros (Marbella), 323
Los Olivos (Arcos), 239
Los Omeyas (Córdoba), 135
Los Tadeos (Zahara), 241
Macía Plaza (Granada), 183
Maestranza (Ronda), 226
Maestre (Córdoba), 136
Marbella Club, 6, 321
María de Molina (Ubeda), 166
Marqués de Torresoto (Arcos),

239
Marqués de Zahara (Zahara),

241
Meliá Costa del Sol (Torremoli-

nos), 340
Mesón de Sancho (Tarifa), 286
Miami (Torremolinos), 341
Monasterio de San Miguel

(Puerto de Santa María), 260
Montecastillo (Jerez), 254
Monte Conquero (Huelva),

291–292
NH Amistad Córdoba, 133
NH Avenida Jerez, 255
NH Califa (Córdoba), 133
NH Luz Huelva, 292
NH Málaga, 351
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O’Callaghan Eliott Hotel
(Gibraltar), 310–311

Ordóñez Sandoval Hotel
(Ubeda), 166

Palacete Santa Ana (Baeza),
2, 159–160

Palacio de la Rambla (Ubeda),
164–165

Parador Casa del Corregidor
(Arcos), 239–240

Parador de Ayamonte, 295
Parador de Carmona, 123
Parador de Córdoba, 6, 132
Parador de Granada, 6, 177–178
Parador de Jaén, 6, 155
Parador de Málaga-Gibralfaro,

350
Parador de Málaga Golf, 351
Parador de Mazagón (near

Huelva), 292
Parador de Nerja, 7, 356
Parador de Ronda, 6–7,

224–225
Parador de Ubeda, 165
Parador Hotel Atlantico (Cádiz),

7, 275
Paraíso del Mar (Nerja), 357
Paraíso Playa (Isla Cristina),

296
Pensión Correos (Tarifa),

286–287
Plaza Cavana (Nerja), 357
Posada de Palacio (Sanlúcar),

262–263
Posada La Sacristia (Tarifa),

2, 287
Princesa Ana (Granada), 181
Puente Romano (Marbella),

321
Puerta de la Luna (Baeza),

2, 160
Punta Azul (Tarifa), 287
Queen’s Hotel (Gibraltar), 311
Refugio del Juanar (Ojén), 325
Regio 2 (Cádiz), 276
RL Ciudad de Ubeda, 166
The Rock (Gibraltar), 311
Roc Lago Rojo (Torremolinos),

340
Rosaleda de Don Pedro

(Ubeda), 166–167
Saray (Granada), 178–179
Sierra y Cal (Olvera), 242
Sol Don Pablo (Torremolinos),

340–341
Sultán Club Marbella, 323
Taberna del Alabardero

(Seville), 74
Tierras de Jerez, 256

Tryp Guadalmar (Málaga), 350
Tryp La Caleta (Cádiz), 275
Un Patio en Santa Cruz

(Seville), 1, 81
Victoria (Ubeda), 167
Villa de Laredo (Fuengirola),

332
Villa Jerez, 254
Villa Turística de Grazalema,

245
Vincci La Rabida (Seville), 1, 79

RESTAURANTS
Achuri (Cádiz), 277
Adolfo (Málaga), 353
Al-Andalús (Granada), 187
Alhabaca (Granada), 185
Al-Mutamid (Seville), 88
Antigua Bodega Castanede

(Granada), 188
Antonio (Puerto Banús),

316–317
Asador de Castilla (Granada),

183
Az-Zait (Seville), 88
Barbiana (Seville), 88–89
Bar La Palma (Cádiz), 281
Bar Zapata (Cádiz), 279
Becerrita (Seville), 83, 86
Bigote (Sanlúcar), 263
Bodegas Campos (Córdoba),

7, 136–137
Botánico (Granada), 188
Buenaventura (Marbella),

325–326
Cádiz El Chico (Grazalema), 245
Café de París (Málaga), 352
Café Siena (Córdoba), 140
Cafetería/Cervecería Vía Colón

(Granada), 188–189
Cafetería Serranito (Seville), 91
Carmen de San Miguel

(Granada), 183–184
Casa Antonio (Jaén), 156
Casa Cuesta (Seville), 91
Casa de la Era (Marbella), 329
Casa de las Piedras (Grazalema),

245
Casa Fidel (Benalmádena), 344
Casa Juan (La Carihuela), 343
Casa Juanito (Baeza), 160
Casa Luciano (Ayamonte), 294
Casa Luque (Nerja), 357
Casa Manteca (Cádiz), 281
Casa Matías/Restaurante

Astoría (Córdoba), 137
Casa Paco (Jaén), 156
Casa Robles (Seville), 86

Casa Román (Seville), 105
Casa Salvador (Granada), 189
Casa Santa Pola (Ronda), 229
Casa Torcuato del Albayzín

(Granada), 189
Casa Vicente (Jaén), 156
Casino Restaurant (Marbella),

330
Cervecería Giralda (Seville), 92
Cetus (Torremolinos), 343
Chikito (Granada), 189
Ciboca (Marbella), 327
Cipriano (Puerto Banús), 317
Ciro’s (Córdoba), 137
Comedor & Terrazo Joselito

(Cádiz), 279
Confitería Serrano (Córdoba),

136
Corks Wine Bar (Gibraltar), 311
Corrada del Carbón (Granada),

185
Corral del Agua (Seville), 86
Cusco (Baeza), 160
Dalli’s Pasta Factory (Puerto

Banús), 317
Del Escudero (Ronda), 228
Don Leone (Puerto Banús), 317
Don Miguel Restaurant

(Ronda), 229
Don Pé (Fuengirola), 332
Egaña Oriza (Seville), 7, 83
El Aljibe (Cádiz), 277
El Angelote, 236
El Balcón de la Virgen 

(Marbella), 327
El Blasón (Córdoba), 138
El Bosque (Jerez), 257
El Burladero (Seville), 86
El Caballo Rojo (Córdoba),

138–139
El Capricho (Mijas), 231–232
El Chinitas (Málaga), 353
El Churrasco (Córdoba), 139
El Claustro (Granada), 184
El Colono (Nerja), 358
El Convento Restaurant

(Arcos), 240
El Faro (Cádiz), 277
El Faro de El Puerto (Puerto de

Santa María), 260–261
El Gato Viudo (Torremolinos),

343
El Huerto de Juan Ranas

(Granada), 185–186
El Lago (Arcos), 240
El Marqués (Ubeda), 167
El Mirador (Jaén), 156
El Olivar, 232
El Padrastro, 232
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El Paraíso (Huelva), 292–293
El Paso (Los Boliches), 333
El Portalón (Marbella), 326
El Sali (Baeza), 160–161
El Ventorillo del Chato (Cádiz),

7, 276
Enrique Becerra (Seville), 87
Escuela de Hostelería (Málaga),

352–353
Federación de Peñas Cordobe-

sas (Córdoba), 139
Figón de Montemar (La

Carihuela), 343–344
Flaherty’s (Seville), 92
Fogón de Leña (Seville), 92
Gaitán (Jerez), 257
Heladería-Café Salón Italiano

(Cádiz), 278
Heladería Roldan (Córdoba),

136
Hostería del Laurel (Seville), 87
La Albahaca (Seville), 87
La Alcaría de Ramos

(Estepona), 315
La Almudaina (Córdoba),

137–138
La Antigua Bodeguita (Seville),

104
La Colina de Almanzara

(Granada), 189–190
La Dehesa (Seville), 88
La Gondola (Baeza), 161
La Hacienda (Marbella), 326
La Isla (Seville), 83
La Langosta (Los Boliches), 333
La Leyenda (Cádiz), 277–278
La Marea Mesa (Cádiz),

279–280
La Meridiana (Marbella), 7, 326
La Mimbre (Granada), 186
La Nogalera (Torremolinos), 342
La Piccola Italia (Granada), 186
La Raza (Seville), 89
Las Meigas (Huelva), 293
Las Tinajas (Granada), 184–185
La Tirana (Marbella), 327–328
Lido (Estepona), 315–316
Lirios (Olvera), 243
López Mezquita Café Pastelería

(Granada), 187
Los Corrales (Sanlúcar), 263
Los Portales (Puerto de Santa

María), 261
Los Santanderinos (Granada), 7

Marbella Club Restaurant,
326–327

Mar de Alborán (Benalmá-
dena), 344

Marea Grande (Seville), 89
Marisqueria La Pescera 

(Marbella), 328–329
Mesa Redonda (Jerez), 257
Mesón Blas Casa (Granada),

190
Mesón Don Raimundo (Seville),

89
Mesón el Burlaero (Córdoba),

138
Mesón el Trillo (Granada), 190
Mesón Restaurante Campoy

(Jimena), 247
Mesón Restaurante Navarro

(Ubeda), 167–168
Mesón Río Chico (Jaén), 156
Mirador de Morayma

(Granada), 190
Mirlo Blanco, 232
Modesto (Seville), 89–90
Monopol (Fuengirola), 333
Montes (Algeciras), 303
Moochers Jazz Café & Restau-

rant (Fuengirola), 333
Museo Agrícola-Restaurante

(Baeza), 161
O Caña (Granada), 190–191
Parador de Granada, 186–187
Parador de Málaga-Gibralfaro

(Málaga), 353
Parador Restaurante (Ubeda),

168
Paseo de la Ribera (Córdoba),

140
Patrick Bausier (Pueblo López),

333–334
Pedro Romero (Ronda), 229
Pepe Rico Restaurant (Nerja),

358
Pic-Nic (Córdoba), 138
Pilar del Toro (Granada), 191
Pizzeria Ristorante Italiano

Nonno Peppe (Ronda), 229
Playa Bella (Estepona), 316
Pleamar (Seville), 90
Poncio (Seville), 90
Porta Coeli (Seville), 90–91
Portofino (Fuengirola), 334
Posada de Valina (Córdoba),

140

Refectorium (Málaga), 353–354
Restaurant & Tapas Bar La

Barcina (Gibraltar), 311–312
Restaurant Arana (Cádiz), 280
Restaurant Arteserrano (Cádiz),

278
Restaurante Cunini (Granada),

187
Restaurante El Anon (Jimena),

247
Restaurante El Corte Inglés

(Málaga), 354
Restaurante Rey Alfonso

(Nerja), 358
Restaurante Sevilla (Granada),

191
Restaurante Villanueva (Tarifa),

287
Restaurant Fogón Puntaparilla

(Cádiz), 280
Restaurant San Antonio

(Cádiz), 278–279
Rib Room Restaurant 

(Gibraltar), 312
Rincón del Arroz (Seville),

92–93
Río Grande (Seville), 91
Ruta del Velleta (Granada), 185
Salon de Thé (Córdoba), 141
San Fernando (Carmona), 123
Santiago (Marbella), 329
Sierra y Cal (Olvera), 243
Taberna Casa Pepe de la 

Judería (Córdoba), 139
Taberna del Alabardero

(Seville), 83
Taberna los Berengueles 

(Córdoba), 140
Taberna Plateros (Córdoba), 141
Tendido 6 (Jerez), 257–258
Terraza Las Tomasas (Granada),

191
Tragabuches (Ronda), 7, 228
Udo Heimer (Nerja), 358
Valparaíso, 232–233
Vandelvira (Baeza), 161
Velázquez (Granada), 188
Venta Antonio (Sanlúcar), 263
Venta La Duquesa (Medina

Sidonia), 248
Ventorrillo de la Perra

(Benalmádena), 344–345
Villa Paradiso (Mijas), 233
Villa Tiberio (Marbella), 327
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EVERYTHING YOU BOOK WILL BE RIGHT, OR WE’LL WORK 
WITH OUR TRAVEL PARTNERS TO MAKE IT RIGHT, RIGHT AWAY.

THE NEW TRAVELOCITY GUARANTEE

To drive home the point, 
we’re going to use the word “right” in every single sentence.

Here’s a 
picture taken 
smack dab 
right in the 
middle of 
Antigua, 
where the 
guarantee also 
covers you.

For example, what if the ocean 
view you booked actually looks 
out at a downright ugly parking 
lot? You’d be right to call – we’re 
there for you. And no one in their 
right mind would be pleased to 
learn the rental car place has 
closed and left them stranded. 
Call Travelocity and we’ll help get 

you back on the right track.

Now if you’re guessing there 
are some things we can’t 
control, like the weather, well 
you’re right. But we can help 
you with most things – to get 
all the details in righting,* visit 
travelocity.com/guarantee.

Sorry, spelling things right is one of the 
few things not covered under the guarantee. 

*

Let’s get right to it. Right to the 
meat!  Only Travelocity guarantees 
everything about your booking 
will be right, or we’ll work with our 
travel partners to make it right, 
right away. Right on! 

Now, you may be thinking, “Yeah, 
right, I’m so sure.” That’s OK; you 
have the right to remain skeptical. 
That is until we mention help is 
always right around the corner. 
Call us right off the bat, knowing 
that our customer service reps 
are there for you 24/7. Righting 
wrongs. Left and right.

The guarantee 
covers all 
but one of the 
items pictured 
to the right.

I’d give my rˆght a®µ for

 å gua®ånte´ like †˙ˆs, a¬thøugh 

I’µ glad I ∂øn’t have †o.
/

right5x8_BW



Only Travelocity guarantees it will be, or we’ll work 

with our travel partners to make it right, right away. 

So if you’re missing a balcony or anything else you 

booked,  just call us 24/7. 1-888-TRAVELOCITY.

IF YOU BOOK IT, IT SHOULD BE THERE.

balcony_5x8_BW




